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PREFACE. 



NOT many compilations, similar to that 
presatted to the Reader in tjie following 
pages, han)e been of late, if ever, published 
in our religious Society. Various excellent 
and interesting Journals have indeed front 
iim( to time been printed, and have met with 
much acceptance. These generally consist 
of two distinct, and Well-marked divisions. 
The Jir^t relates, for the most part, the 
author's early visitations, his baptismal con-' 
fiicts, the dangers into which he has fallen, 
and the deHiverances which he has eooperi*- 
enced* This, though commonly the smaller 
part, is often fraught with ample stores of 
instruction and encouragement ; for as not 
cmy work is comparable to the work of 
Christidn redemption ; so, next to the ex^ 
perience of its* progress in ourselves, it i$ 
interesting to observe it in others. It is 
strengthening to those who are setting out 
*^ earnest in the Christianas palK \ cuwBL 
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.animating to such as have already made 
advances in it. The other part usually 
informs us of the course which the Chris- 
tian soldiery already in good measure 
trained^ has been led in following the Cap- 
tain of his salvation; and as these journals 
are generally those of friends eminent for 
fuUic services^ this part has much to keep 
tip our attention by its variety, and to 
excite our admiration by the magnitude of 
the services performed^ Here tooy some'- 
iimeSy the depth of the baptism^ and the 
strength of the holy mrm, which carries 
through it the humble and devoted servant of 
the Lord^ are conspicwusly detailed. 

But this diary, though tending to the 
^ame purpose, the exaltation of the name of 
Christ, our Redeemer, and the encourage^ 
ment of his humble followers (who, feeling 
no might of their own, are glad of the least 
touch of his assisting hand, and ryoice in 
ascribing to him ail the praise J, purstiss a 
course sometimes varying from the journals 
which- have been hinted at. It is indeed that 
of a private, and with respect to the Society 
at large, even in England, almost an obscure 
individuals . It does^ not relate her religious 
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sctercises in j/mith ; for it begins with hef 
ihirty-Jirst year^ and at a time when most 
who knew hei^ would jyrobdbly think her' a 
fixed character on the side of religion^ and 
oney whose foundati4)ns were cdready well 
laid on the rock. As it goes on, it relates 
little more than the regidar attention to 
what are called common and daily duties. 
And it is for this r^ery reason, probably^ 
adapted to the generality of readers in pri" 
vote life ; if they be but such as think it n/;- 
portant to attend daily to the concerns of 
their immortal part ; and to taJce, amidst 
ike variety of scenes in which they are en- 
gaged, some time- to consider v^ether their 
habiiSj dispositions and practices are pleas- 
tag ta God. 

To tjwse who negfect this important in- 
qtUry, vnhat can be smd ; what can be 
written? - 

Some persons who take iip this volmne 
may think thai the frequently repeated re- 
lations of experiences nearly sivMlar, are 
tedious to he read; hut it may be doubted 
whether such critics will be found among 
the hungry souls, or the abased ones. These 
Will probably recoUect that, in like r^ianner 
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M the wants of the hody recur from fhi 
same existing cause, and are relieved hy 
similar means ; the general wants of the 
soul also, arising from the operation of 
causes which are long permanent, will con^ 
iinue to require a supply of the same reme^ 
dies. Thes^ also will be likely to perceive 
tha^ even in the sameness of the feelirigs of 
the writer, there is a life which not only pre^ 
vents satiety, but which diffuses animation 
over her soliloquies : in which may be dis^ 
covered the humble perseverance of a quick- 
ened mind, and abundant glimpses of the 
unfailing care of the Head of the church 
aver his suppliant servants. 

There is one remarkaile particular in this 
diary, at which it may be worth while a 
little to hint, namely the numerous instances, 
• rSihere good meetings are spoken of, meet- 
ings where truth was in dominion. Some 
will be likely to question the ability of the 
relator to judge of this ; will confine these 
feelings to her own well prepared mind; 
and thus may discourage themselves from 
expecting to find, in their retirenmits in 
spirit, what she found in her lowly wait- 
wg upon the Lord. It is certainly not 



easy for one man to judge of the meti" 
fat feelings, industry, or sloth, of an* 
other (and this on the other hand should 
always make iis cautious of supposing that 
others do not feel the good which we 
feel J; nevertheless it is quite consistent wilh 
our principles to believe that a sense may be 
given to the attentively waiting mind, of the 
spiritual situation of its companions. But 
he it even as such may be induced to suppose ; 
is it not still a great encouragement to seek 
after that state of true hunger and thirst, 
which has a quick relish of the least degree 
of spiritual sustenance ; and to bear with 
persevering patience those seasons of spiri- 
tual poverty, which excite us to seek aright f 
Blessed are tliey who Tiiinger and thirst 
after righteousness ; for they shall be 
filed" ^^ Blessed," (also, as the same 
evangelist relates our Lord to have said just 
before) — '' blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
'' theirs is the kingdom of heaven." 

'■ Another prominent feature in the subse- 
quent pages, is the frequency of the author's 
private retirements; which may possibly 
induce others to seek the same means of 
consolation and instruction, which seem to 
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iave heen singularly blessed to Tier. There 
is reason to believe that retirement is one 
mode pointed out by the good Shepherd, to 
weaji tenderly visited persons from associates 
who would impede their advancement in the 
v^ay of the cross ; and to induce them to let 
their ejections centre in spiritual gratifi- 
cations, and permanent treasures : dnd mu^ch 
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is it to be desired thfU such as at times feel 
the gentle attractions of heavenly love, thus 
^' to sit alone, and keep silence," would yield 
to the salutary intimation. They would 
surely thus experience the Lord to be 
strength in weakness, a needful supply in 
want, a safe condiictor in the path to sal- 
vation. 

It is hoped that, among the various de- 
scriptions of readers into whose hands these 
sheets may fall, the newly-awakened may 
derive encouragement to yield up their wills 
in simple obedience to the requirings of the 
Lord, by observing how much is here exern^ 
plified that description of the ways of 
Wisdom J " Her ways are ways ofpleasantr 
'^ nessy and all her paths are peace." And 
the deliverances from temptation, the conso- 
lations in qffliction, and the support in trials 
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mnd difficulties, here recorded, may animtae 
the more experienced traveller still to hold 
on his way, trusting to the Lord alone, to 
nothing short of the arm of Omnipotence. 
For though the writer aj^eara often to have 
had a more ready access to the healing 
waters, than many think themselves to have 
attained, yet she was often deeply humbled 
imder a sense of her ir^rmities, and unwor- 
thiness ; taught that in the presence of the 
Lord no flesh can glory; and that He alone 
is able to begin, to carry 07i, andfinaUy to 
accomplish his own work. 

Of probably the most valuable part cf 
Mary Waring^s life, the Diary itself is an 
accurate account so far as it goes ; and it 
goes to make the reader acquainted wi(h the 
inward recesses of her mind. Of her birth, 
her youth, her general habits, and of her 
closing moments, let maternal love declare, 
as follows r 

*^ My beloved daughter Mary Waring was 
born the^^Oth of Third Month, 1760. From 
a child, she was of an amiable disposition ; 
tui being naturally of a very lively turn, 
she appeared fond of company, and dis- 
covered some inclination for gaiety ; though 
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far short of divers of her intimate acquaint--' 
ance ; and more readily submitted to pa-- 
rental authority and advice than most, 

*' About the 97 th year of her age (accord-- 
ing to her own account ^ in a tittle narrative 
nvhich she wrote of her spiritual progress) 
she was favoured with a precious and humr- 
bting visitation^ which she readily and hap- 
pily assented to^ and became circumspectly 
concerned to fill up the religious j and other 
duties called for at her hands. For though 
she was not placed in an eminent station, 
either in the church or in the world, yet as 
far as her circumscribed abilities extended, 
she discovered the excellency of the Christian 
character: — in filial (iuty, in sisterly affec- 
tion, in tender love to her friends, and in a 
desire to be helpful to all around her. To 
attend the chamber of sickness, and, by 
every endearing consolation in her power, 
to smooth the bed of death, appeared to be 
her peculiar province. Nor were these duties 
confined to her relatives and friends ; but 
she sought out the wretched abodes of po- 
verty, sickness, and distress; and admi- 
nistered advice, comfort, and substantial 
relief. And where her own ability was 
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inadequcat to supply their necessities, s'hi 
advocated their cause with the more qffluent, 
in which she seldom failed of success ; so 
that I have sometimes been ready to say 
with Job, '^ When the eye saw her, then 
*' it blessed her; and when the ear heard 
*' hery it gave testimony to her." 

^^ She was a secret mourner for the deso- 
lations which appear in our Zion ; and 
I believe faithfully discharged her duly 
as an overseer. Her diligence in attending 
meetings was exemplary; and her solid 
sitting therein, often under the tendering 
influence of Divine love, wcCs Jielpful and 
(ncouraging to others ; and her vacant seat 
is sincerely regretted by her friends, who. 
were feelingly united to her, and have, divers 
of them^ emphatically expressed not only 
their own loss, but also their tender symr 
pathy with me, under the very close trial I 
have sustained in my declining. years : — tQ 
lose such an qffectionate child, who had been 
for a number of years my endeared com^ 
panion, my ready assistant, and true sympa- 
thizer under various afflictive dispensations 
which it has been my allotment to pass 
through. Buti although nature was readu 



to shrink fiom the hitter cup, yea, a/ «t?«r- 
9<nis to sink under it, yet in a firm belief 
that, her day's v:ork was done, and hei^ re-* 
demption sealed, I have at times been favoured 
to feel a degree of humble resignation, and 
to bless the holy hand that both gave, and 
has taken away; attended xcith a secret 
animating hope, that J may ere long be mer- 
^ff^lly permitted to rejoin her spirit in tli6 
peaceful abodes of tmdUoyed harmony and 
bliss. 

*' She had for a considerable time been in 
k debilitated state, but there appeared no 
alarming symptoms till about the middle of 
the Third Month, 1805, wfte» her com-- 
plaints increasing, myself and htr other 
. friends became very anxious about her, and 
ioe prevailed on her to go over to Siame>^, 
and consult her brother William TothilL^ 
She set out, accompcmicd by her brother 
Kidd, on First-day mom^ taking a most 
affectionate farewel of me, though I believe 
we neither of us believed it would be the last 
embrace; but so it proved. For though 
the medicines seemed to take the desired 
effect, and on the following Sixth-day, she 

♦ A medical man* 
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appeared rather better, had walked in the 
garden, and next morning spoke cheerfully 
io her friend St/billa Tumour^ (who had 
kindly gone ever to see her, and lodged with 
her); yet, as her friend was getting up, she 
thought she heard her make an uncommon 
noise in her threat, ran to her, and called her 
brother, who came immediately, and had just 
raised her in his arms, when, alas! she 
Ifreathed her last in the easiest and quietest 
ffianner, without one struggle. 

€c Ug^ remains were brought to Godalrning, 
afid solemnly interred in our burying ground 
the SOth of Third month, 1805, attended by 
a respectful number of her friends and 
neighbours : aged forty-five years. 

'* And now, that her beloved nephews and 

fiieces, who revered her living, and lamented 

her dead, and for whose welfare in the most 

important concern she was earnestly exer-^ 

cised, may rememember the advice she ha$ 

bestowed on them, and the example she hae 

set them of submitting to the cross ; that, 

like her, they may become useful in their 

lives J and close their days in perfect peace, 

is the ardent desire of 

S. WARING.'' 

*See TAirdmonthyV^f^^ 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



THOUGH this is called, and not wholly 
without propriety, a Diary, the reader 
may at once perceive that the memoran- 
dums presented to his notice are not 
those of every day. The relation who 
first transcribed them, aware of the cha- 
racter of sameness already hinted at, 
suppressed the remarks of many days;, 
which differed in nothing or little frota 
those which remain ; and also others, 
where family occurrences were detailed 
in a manner not necessary to be published. 
Successive revisions of every remaining 
part have occasioned some further dimi- 
nution; most of the verbal inaccuracies, 
which were likely to slip into remarks 
incidentally made, have been rectified; 
some few redundancies of expression 
retrenched; and the texts of Scripture, 
which are here and there introduced, 
probably only from memory, generally 
inserted as they stand in the Bibltv 
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F4118T MoKTfi, 1 79ii,. 

I. 1 HiS being fhe >fii^ day.of a new year, I 
have felt new desires raised in my mind, that f 
might double my diligence in pursuing those thingt 
5vhich make for peace 5 and spend each day allotted 
me here in the pure fear of Almighty God* 
Though it hath been my practice for som^ years to 
retire almost daily, to feel after renewed strength 
to walk uprightly, as well as to see where I have 
missed my way^ and how my accounts* stood with . 
the Father of mercies (a practice which I have 
t:au8e to believe hath been blessed to me); yet I 
thought it might not be unprofitable to keep some 
little account in writing of my progress Zion-wards. ^ 
The looking over past failures may tend to keep 
me humble; and if blessed with some good days^ 
•the remembrance may sometimes serve to revive 
my^rooping faith. 

2. Attended both meetings. In the mornings 

'tfter some conflict with a temptation, which pr«* 

sented itsetf on my first sitting down, was enabled 

in some measure to overcome it; and tp approadb 

:tiim in whose presence is fulness of joy •• the ^fefct- 

BOP0 nfbfir dvdl, yet not widxout som^ Ae^^^ ^ 

A 



life. On goirtg to bed a sense of my manifold infir- 
mities humbled 4ne much^ ... 

4. Went to meeting this morning'. Methought 
it was a low stripping season, which though not 
pleasing to the creaturely part, is doubtless benefi- 
cial to our souls : that seeing our own insufficiency, 
vre may with timbre fervency seek help where alone- 
it is to be found. 

' fo^ My mind is pained tinder an apprehension 
.that I have spoken too freely of an absent friend. 
May it prove a lesson of caution for the future. 

II. Went to meeting under much discourage- 
ment, and seemed surrounded , with infirmity ; 
,when, contrary to expectation, the great Physician 
of value was pleased to appear, to my help and 
.great refreshments What a favour ! 

19. I was much humbled at meeting to-day, 
xmder a prospect of some little service that I be^ 
lieved would be required of me, and. was desirous 
.that I might be qualified for it: well knowing 

that of myself I can do nothing right ; it seeming 
^s if there was scarcely any so weak or poor. 

20. I found some evil dispositions arise to-day, 
^which.I had to war with for some time. O, that 

every plant which is not of my heavenly Father's 
planting might be rooted up and destroyed ^ that I 
might be made more pure than gold. This is what 
my soul at times is led to aspire after, more than 
riches or length of days. 

28. My time so much taken up with nursing 
jny dqar father, and with family engagements. 
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that I have had scarcely any time for retirement 
these few days past : yet was favoured to keep 
pretty much in ^ state of quiet. 



Second Month, 1791. 

1. My mind was sweetly afiected to-day, ot 
looking over the journal of my beloved niece, to 
see how honestly she mentioned her faults. O 
may this employ be blessed to her, and her mind 
influenced by divine wisdom to distinguish right 
from wrong 3 and strengthened to pursue the 
things that make for peace. 

5. Wrote some remarks to my dear niece, en- 
couraging her to proceed in so profitable an em* 
ployment. O, while I am overlooking others 
vineyards, that I may not, neglect my own. 

7. Many trials of patience to-day. Doubt I 
did not bear them with that meekness, that be« . 
tonieth a professed follower of a crucified Saviour ; 
yet in the evening my mind was sweetly drawn to 
mspire after purity;' 

: 8. Received some affecting accounts of the 
sudden death of some of my acquaintanceSr . May 
I be also ready, not knowing how soon the me^- • 
•enger may be sent to my house. O, that it may 
be set in order. 

18. A.heart-tendering season at meeting to-day. 
How sweetly is that saying of our blessed Saviour 
verified^ even in this day of degenetsic^ 3xAJi^«^ 

* A z 
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Wfoltf *" Wheie *two or three are gatliefed itt» 
*< gether >ia my name, there am I in the mtdtt 
'* of them." Oh, what a favour to feel this^theiw 
ing arm of divine power extended' for our help f 

20. A time of much poverty in the fore-part 
of the meeting, *but a« I abode in a good degree of 
patience, was favoured with a little of the inbreak- 
iog .of Jight and life. 

Z2. J<Io .time these two days for tetirementi 
^Kt my mind was preserved, I trust, in a good de^ 
gree of ^watchfulness and patience 4 under soms 
unpleasant circumstances* 

•23. Poor and weak.; yet desirous of renewed 
strength and faithfulness. 

&4. 'Some ;remindings of my heavenly Father** 
jkxve* ^ow ate his mercies renewed every morning* 

3:5. My mmd too easily drawn into a wander* 
iilg state at meeting to-day, out of the hearing of 
ihe true Shepherd's voice ; which brought me into 
Ik 4tate of mourning and abasement. 

06. A time of aweet refreshment in my re* 
tirernent to-day. May I ^be thankful enough for 
such a favour. 

af. Staid at:home from meeting to-day, from 
«Bces$ity, 'not £rDm choice ; yet was favoured to 
ieel.iiim ^ear me, who b* omnipotent, and. does 
iBOtjOEvevloidc his poor littte ones, who are hunger-r 
ing for the bread of life even in their rsolitaty 
jfitvoiUom* h, 'tis with fear and humility that I 
IxMrethus damAto rank myself of that number $ 
Aough Tsurely aioe 4f Ae hindeymast of the^flock. 
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. i* tlenew6d afflietion: was thankful to feel 
tpme* degree of resigparion, and my^ hope andi 
faith were a little. strengl^hened in ^ sitting in th»s 
£umly y m tho^ evening. 

3« Fresh/ accounts of » distresaingi nalittTe. O,; 
nay we^ be brought to an entke reliance on- thair 
(tivine^ arm o£ strengdiy. which can support and^ 
sustain through a sea of conflict : surely else w«> 
itould fainc by ^e way. 

5. M)( afflictions renewed this evening, by fresbk 
intelligenee of a distiiessing natiiire} atid^.being, 
dte^Iy humbled, I wa» permitted to appro&ch tfa^ 
throne of grace, . and sweetly refreshed under Zt 
belief that the liord woiitd in hia owxi time heal 
and bind up the broken-hearted r 
, ti, A £»vouxed time at meeting this lAorning, 
i/Lf mind deeply humbled withi the ceosideiiatioiii 
of the gpodnese of the ' Aimighty tow^avdiai me^ ia: 
liis gentlsf dealing? with me ^^ not according, to- m^ 
deserts, but his adorable mercy. UMl and h%d»f 
kk dae' afternoon, jet firust the warfare/ was$, in 
ifegree> maAMatned- 

.7:; Itmiat.this.dtty*hs» notbeen spetiti whoUf 
in. tmii^. having an opportmitity tbrown^iiB my wa/f 
c£ dobfig ai. poov neighbour some sfenriisea; I aca? 
thankful tliat abilitr^ was given.. 

9* Many occurrences crowdedr in |fcfiB$diig' tMeQr 
4ii)V and my pMr miorf^ £ dnmht^ tao lauchi ve* 
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lembled the inn of old, being taken up with many 
guests, yet I w6uld hope not to the entire exclu^ 
•ion of the blessed babe. 

12. My mind a little strengthened and afii*^ 
mated to press forward, by reading the experience' 
of a faithful servant of the Lord. 

13. A time of sore conflict at meeting; yet, 
being reduced to a child-like state^ methought I 
was permitted to approach Him who said, " Suffer 
'^ little children to come unto me, and forbid 
" them not.*' 

16. Taken up these few days past, attending^ t 
dying friend : though my feelings were tried, yet I 
thought the Comforter was near, preserving our 
ihinds in a degree of sweet composure ; believing 
that when the conflict with death was over, the 
grave could have no victory^ the sting being 
taken away. 

1 8. I was much humbled at meeting this 
rooming, under the prospect of desolation in our 
Zion. How few, how very few, burthen bearers. 
Was desirous that I might be fitted for one, and 
not shrink from it. 

20. A time of much favour this morning at 
meeting; yea my cup was made to overflow. The 
Lord's banner over me was love, and his fruit wag 
sweet to my taste. How unworthy such adorable 
condescension I In the afternoon some conflict 
with the spirit of heaviness, but, through mercy, 
was enabled to overcome it. 

24. A day of much bustle, yet found a little 
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leisure to retire out of it J and centering down ' 

to the pure gift, my mind was sweetly refreshed 
yfider a sense of the Lprd'a continued goodness 
to one so unworthy, 

if. Our, preparative meeting, and though my 
mind was^ led into mourning at the low state of oXir. 
discipline, yet thought it a season oi reneweii 
favour. 

■ ' 
Fourth Month, 1791. 

3, Our quarterly meeting began. My niind: 
was affected on seeing a remarkable change in a 
foung man, who I believe had entertained notions 
bordering on deism, and I was led in silence "tOt 
adore that goodness, which had tlius mercifidly 
extended this extraordinary visitation to him.. 
** Joy shall be in heaven 6ver one sinner that 
^ repentcfth more than over ninety and nine just 
" persons :'* and surely every sensible mind that is 
witness to it is made a partaker in this joy. 
Blessed privilege ! . . 

, 4. To-day, in the meeting for discipline, I was 
called upon to expose myself as clerk, none else, 
being willing. It was with much fear and trem* 
Idling that I submitted. 

7, My mind sweetly drawn this morning into, 
tilence, where I was favoured to experience that 

They that wait upon the Ijord shall renew 

their strength j they shall mount up with wings. 

a$ e^gleaj they shall run, and not be weary, 

A 4 
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^ and th«?jr Aall wHk and -A<flf f^nt.** O, W be* 
tnabled to hold on my way. 

II. Wrote a leftter to a yqunfr woman, who ir 
apparently hastening fast to her dissolutioil. Wa^ 
fearful she ^iid not t^iitk 86 herself. She received 
it kindly. O^ that it ^ay induce her to turn iit* 
#ard, and see how her ak>cdunts stand. 

13. Too much encumbered about many things,^ 
some of which did not materially concern me# 
Was taken in the night with such a violent palpi- 
tation of the heart, that I scarcely expected ta 
ilurvive the struggle; but thou, O Lord, wast near 
sne, and sustainedst me, and in adorable mere/ 
heardest and relievedst me. O, make me thankful 
enough, and humble enough. 

14. Low and humble to-day, and desirous of 
being kept so. In the evening met with a severe 
Aock to my feelings. 

17. A time of travail in the morning; yet 
fecret counsel was vouchsafed; for which I wa^ 
huhibly thankful. They that woirfd be espou^dr 
to Christ must be chaste, both in thought, word^ 
and deed, and entertain nothing that would defile 
the temple which he is pleased at times to visit. 
- 18.. On a review of this day> I feel no con^ 
demnation ; but hope I have been enabled to sto^ 
ok>ng safely. 

21. Conscious of some weaknesr^. Paid sr 
risit to a friend in affliction, in vriiich L had satis- 
faction. 

22. While waiting this morning at meeting. 
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tt I tfiotigftt; af WisA5t!rtr ga«er, ^' fttvhtpccted 
and strong temptation was presented to tny rtrfhi 
by the grand adversary ^ but I trust I did not in 
any measure join in therewith : and' my secret cry 
to the Lord was for preservation, and that he 
Would be pleased, fn his infinite nfflercy, rather to 
cut sitort the threadi of my Iffe, than that I shouH) 
live to dishonour his holy name. Oh, tRe distresr 
It brought, lest i shotld be separated from die lore 
ef God ! 

23. My tnmd renewcdly humbled, undei* t 
sense of my own weakness, and tfte subtHty of the 
unwearied adversary ; of which I had a painfijf 
proof yesterday. O, to be enabled to draw near 
him, who can alone preserve from the devourer. 

26. This day much given up to family con-- 
cems and company, I think I may say in a crosr 
to my own will, feeling some pantings after Kea^* 
venly bread. A little refreshment before I retired 
to rest. Oh, the privilege of reposing our cares 
in Him, who alone is able to sustain the poor 
drooping soul amidst the many conflicts it has had 
to encounter, in its passage to (I trust) a better 
country ! ^ 

30. Though a silent meeting, yet to my mind- 
a very favoured one, far beyond my deserts : yet 
towards the conclusion, attacked with sleepiness $ 
which 1 had reason to fear had prevailed witK 
some,' much to their hurt. Oh, the supineness and 
indifference of some who ought, from their ad- 
vanced isige^ to stand as pillars in die chutolvv tJftil 

As 
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Itrengthen the weak hands of us who are so mtich 
][ounger ! 

Fifth Month, 1791. 

. 3. A wrong disposition got up this morning, 
(even something of murmuring and complaining) 
on comparing my situation with some others who 
are more favoured with the company of valuable 
friends. Was thankful to feel it corrected, and 
self brought into abasement, on considering the 
many blessings I enjoy beyond thousands ; and 
that the best of teachers, who can never be re- 
moved into a corner, is ever near, and all-sufficient 
to those that trust in him. Surely he hath dealt 
bountifully with me, far beyond my deserts. How 
ungrateful then to repine at his .dispensations ! O, 
my soul, be thy clothing dust and ashes. 

4. More quiet and comfortable to-day, but no 
time for retirement till after I went to bed ; when 
I sought Him whom my soul loveth ; and he wa$ 
pleased to reffesh my wearied soul. 

. 8. A favoured time at meeting. How is the 
Lord pleased, at times, to make the desert blossom 
as the rose I . - ■ 

9. Poorly in health, and apprehensive by my 
feelings that I should be quite ill ; yet favoured 
with resignation to whatever the Lord shall be 
pleased to dispense, either sickness or health, be- 
lieving it will be all ordered in best wisdom. 

10. Better to-dayi which is cause of thankful- 
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neis; and what is still more so, that I was fa- 
voured to approach Him ^^ who is the health of 
" my countenance." 

II. A beautiful morning! I rose early, and 
methought my mind being perfectly calm, re- 
sembled the cloudless sky ; but meeting with some 
cross events, was not enough on my guard, but 
. suffered it to be ruffled, which brought me into 
humiliation; and I was desirous of repairing to the 
washing pool, that I might be cleansed from every 
defiling and hurtful thing. 

12. Spent good part of the day in profitable 
reading, which tended to draw my mind heaven- 
ward. How much of my time have I squandered 
in the fore part of my life, in reading books of a 
pernicious tendency ! 

23. My mind too much outward, which surely 
bringeth with it its own punishment — a sensible 
deprivation of the presence of God. What greater 
punishment ! 

24. My mind, having suffered hunger, was led 
to pant after heavenly bread : which was graciously 
vouchsafed in my retirement to-day. Oh^ this 
best of blessings ! Nothing short of it can satisfy 
the quickened sou!. 

29. A time of labour in the morning : yet not 
deserted by the good Husbandman, Went to. 
meeting in the afternoon in great weakness ; when 
quite unexpectedly, the Lord was pleased to break 
in upon my soul with his life-giving presence, and 
by removing the spirit of heaviness, to anay it with 

A 6 . 
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Ae garment of praise' : and I believe others' ^er6 
liiade partakers of the same inestimable blesisirig. 



SnttH Moirtir, 1791. 

t. No time for retirement tb-day; yet in itif 
solitary walk met with the beloved of souls, who 
sweetly attracted me, and melted me htto tear* 
^nder a sense of his goodness and my own nothing- 
ness : feeling at that tinie that all good proceeded 
from him, and that it is only as we receive ability 
from him", that we can do any thing aright. 

5. A time of sweet encouragement at meeting, 
this morning. O^ that such seasons may be 
rightly improved. Staid at home in the afternoon, 
from necessity. 

7. No time for retirement to-day; though t 
Strove hard for it, and was as often disappointed : 
yet the sweet quiet I felt in the evening induced 
me to believe that my desires were accepted by the 
Father of mercies. How much better is it to 
spend one hour in thy courts than a thousand else- 
where, yea preferable to the most refined delights 
this world can yield ! 

10. A time of labour at meeting, being 
humbly desirous of being directed aright in a little 
service which I believe was required of me. 

11. Wrote a letter to a young man, who I 
believed had been favoured with an extraordinary 
visit^ion^ and who I was fearfid was going back- 
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Warrd. Fcnmd pt^tc fa dS^af ging ^feat I be- 
fiete*d tabt! rtiydutjr, fearing the event. 

12. A time of digging deep, yet laboured not 
intarin, Being feTOured to drink a Rttle at the pure 
fomitahr of' life. Afternoon, an uncommoiiTy hbo^ 
riowy meeting; and though my mind was deeply 
exercised for the arrsings> of life, I could scarcely 
feel aiiy. Tfane^ ahd seasons wre in the Lord's 
hand ; and no doubt but these stripping, proving 
onesi are kitendied for a trial of our faith and 
patience. 

13. The rest of this week eonfin^d by illnesai^ 
imder which I was preserved ki » good degree of 
composure and resignation tO' the divine will y and 
was favoured at seasons, to feel the Physician of 
value near, whose heavenly presence can shed 
peace and comfort even on the bed of sickness. 

19. Well enough to get to meeting, which I 
esteemed a favour, and which proved a pr^ciout 
hcart-tendermg season. 

lo. A short, but arweet refreshing season to-day*, 
which I thought helped to support me, through at* 
t^npleasant conference with the young man to 
whom I had written. I fear he is in an unsafe spot. 

21. My mind a little relieved (though by no 
means wholly) from the burthen thrown on it yes- 
terday, and is deeply humbled, iFearrng I have 
done wrong in giving him my advice; yet though! 
1 did it in much simplicity; and under an appre- 
hension of duty. O, to be rightly directed, is tb# 
^cere player of my he^. 



21, Rather comforted under a belief <h^t I did 
right in writing, though it had not the desired 
effect. 

25. On a review of this day, think my mind 
has been too much outward, yet found time for a 
little retirement, in which it was drawn to aspire 
after a better state, even perfect holiness. 

28. No suitable time for retirement. Caught 
myself entertaining vain and silly thoughts. Was 
desirous they might be taken from me, which was 
granted me ; a id, though in company, my mind was 
sweetly attracted upwards, feeling sensibly that all 
was lighter than vanity when compared with the. 
joys of God's salvation-. 



Seventh Mono'h, 1791. 

3. Our quarterly meeting not large: I thought 
the forepart of the meeting heavy, yet not wholly 
deserted by the great and good Husbandman, who 
is still mindful of his little ones* 
. 4. The meeting this morning I thought a 
favoured season j a fresh extension of heavenly re- 
gard to the backsliders in our Israel. My poor 
mind was earnestly turned to the Lord for help and 
strength^ which was graciously given me to go 
through the service of the meeting as clerk. 
. 6. A close trial this morning in parting with 
a beloved sisterj and the prayer of my heart was to 
the Father of mercies, that he would be pleased to 
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be with her in the way that she goes^ and beoinrv 
her as a wall of defence on the right hand and on 
the left. 

14. Felt sweetly peaceful this morning, and 
something of the hovering wing of antient good- 
ness, even while employed in the business of the 
day : but, alas ! for want of watchfuljtess missed 
my way ; and though it is what many would 
esteem a small thing, yet I felt it to be wrong. O 
for more stability. How doth* the soul, measurably 
redeemed from^ the pollutions of the world, feel 
even small crimes ! I am thankful to feel it so, 
and earnestly desire that this swift witness against 
every appearance of evil, may be my constant 
companion through time. 

15. A hard struggle with a spirit of indiffer- 
ence and lukewarmness, which beset me at meet- 
ing to-day ; but with thankfulness may acknow- 
ledge that, in degree, I obtained the victory, 
through the gracious assistance of Him who saw 
my feeble endeavours and blessed them : to whom 
be the praise. 

19. Felt comfortable to-day notwithstanding 
some unpleasant circumstanige^^. Favoured with a 
little access to the throne of grace j where in 
deep prostration, my poor wearied soul begged a 
renewal of strength to hold on its way. 

22. A favoured season at meeting this morn- 
ing i which, methinks, should have proved a suffi<^ 
cient incitement to keep my heart with all dili- 
gence^ &c. instead of which gave way in the . 



lights of imagmatlow, whicb swre^y fead frdm- tfcaf 
peaceful and quiet habitation, which, methonglH! 
my soul enjoyed- thi» morning. O, may it be fa- 
▼oured to get again into the vaHey, wheise there ia^ 
rffrfety. ^ 

27. Pafoured in my retirement to-day; yef 
Was guilty of a Wfikness in the evening, in saying 
Sunday to a person not 9 Friend, for which I felt 
condemnation, and desire to abide humbly under it, 
' 28. This day passed I trust in hunttlity andi^ 
fi&ar; and T was favoured in the evening farr^ 
Beyond my deserts, with sweet access to the throne 
of grace, where- 1 implored forgiveness and more- 
ftability for the future. 

29. Was desirous this morning at meeting of 
«itting Kke Mary of old, at the feet of Jesus ; and^ 
to be taught of him j when it was shown me 
tbat I was not enough pure^ that the warfare 
rtmst be- continued, and that daily. O, that I 
might bef thoroughly cleansed: 



ElCHTH-MoWTH, 1791. 

^. Wais favoured in my retirement to-day to 
recur, as it were, to Bethel (whelre the Lord was 
first pleased to visit my soul), and gratefully to call 
to mind his gracious dealings with me. Though 
hi*[ appearance was at first very low and small, 
cien snt it 18 compared toa grain of mustard seed. 



fetht'fhtr flensed tb incline my heart to pmvi^ . 
ind in abundant condescension hath been pleased 
tb encrease my store ; and, blessed for ever be hia 
hdj namer hath kept me alive to this very day. O^ 
Aat I may never turn aside to the right hand or 
the left, but deeply ponder the path of my £eet^ 
ind let my eye look straight forward. 

6. A sweet refreshing season this evening ^ 
being favoured to partake of that stream which^ 
makes glad the whole heritage of Gk>d. Row un^' 
worthy such goodness f Did not choose to go ouH 
Ais evening, lest I- should loe^ the swe&t savour. 

8» De^ly humbled to^ay under a seiise- of my 
c^n unvrortbinesS) and a fear that my loVe is* not 
Mificiemly pure dnd chaste towards Christ, whcP 
IB alone worthy of our affections*. &, to be mor«i 
weaned from the world. 

t2* A very favoured heart-temtering seasotv 
tMe morning a« meetings but towardfs the cloee ^ 
iichem^ .of betievolerfce caoght* my attention ^ 
which,- tliough- diere w^as something speeioisie- m it^ 
sqppearancey di%w my mind off its proper wacclw« 
Thus can the en^fny tvansferm himself a9 into an^ 
angel" 0f light, in^ ord^r fo gain his end^- 

17.^ Sliook o£F stoth, and rose eariif, 1ks» f 
might have a little time for retirement before dwf 
rest of the family were stirring ;. that, waiting at 
Wisdom's gate, my tnini might be influenced so 
as to step safely through the day ; yet did not feel 
the diviae presence «o sensibly m many times^^ 
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l^fay I be sufficiently humbled ; not doubting but 
the deficiency was on my part. 

23. A sweet cloudless morning, I rose witiF 
a tranquil ipind^ being desirous of preservation 
throu^ the day ; and surely I had need of it, find« 
Uig fresli exercise for my patience. i 

24. A refreshing time this evening, under the 
.'belief that it was nothing short of the good hand 

of God, that first inclined my heart thus to reli*" 
gious retirement. It was not from any imitation^ 
npt knowing any, at the time I began, that were itk 
the practice ; but I can with thankfulness acknow-c 
ledge, that it hath been abundantly blessed to me. 
: 28. I sensibly felt the divine presence^ this^ 
morning at meeting, and, under a sense of my ma- 
nifold infirmities, was led to aspire after a greater 
degree of holiness and renewed strength to walh^ 
ijprightlyj seeing some who had, I believe, made 
^ good beginning, turning aside from the narro\;«f. 
way; not being (I fear) humble enough tp receivei 
tjie babe Jesua in his lowly appearance; but per-^ 
baps expecting great things, and looking as some 
4id formerly for signs and wonders. 

31. Very well in my bodily health, yet fa- 
toured with a renewal of strength to press for- 
ward.. 

Ninth Month, 1791. 

I. A very trying day, and my spirits, being 
Weak from indisposition, could hardly bear up 
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dflder It 5 yet earnestly desired an increase of- 
patience and' humble resignation under every allot* 
ment, however trying. 

2. A stripping time at meeting. I felt weak, 
poor, and helpless, like a little child ; having 
nothing of my own, and scarcely strength to ask for 
ilitdehelp. 

' 4. A precious meeting in the morning. In- 
the afternoon, after labouring for about an hourj^ 
without gaining what my soul longed for, these 
words opened livingly in my mind, ** He trod the^ 
" wine-press alone, and of the people there wa»v 
** none with him," which tendered m^ exceedingly:, 
and the language of my soul Was, that I might not 
be like those formerly who followed hini for the 
sake of the loaves and fishes ; ' but that I might- 
be willing to be his faithful companion in tribu* 
btion, believing, that if ever I entered the kingdonv 
it must be through suffering. 
. I3« Went a journey, and poorly in health, so 
that I could not have retired but with difficulty 4^ 
and am fearful of appearing pnore in shew than in 
substance ) yet thought I felt good i^ear, and was 
preserved in a degree of quiet and (I trust) inno- 
cence. 

21 • " The heart knoweth his own bitterness :'% 
and were it not that I am sometimes favoured to 
partake of that joy with which the stranger cannot 
intermeddle, surely my heart would have fainted 
long ago. 

24. A favoured season this morning ! Surely 



Ac oftCfXBt we repair to tlrer ficrantain, tlic mof€i 
hkely- we ape to keep our garmenta unspotted of the^ 

world. 

« 

25. A time of labour the forepart of the meet* 
ifig V yet being desirous of patiendy; abiding undeif 
it, the clouds aC lengdb were dispdied^ and tii« 
Lord was pleased to arise with healing undey hi« 
^ngs; for which favour m^ all that is within- 
txifir magnify his* adorable namcr 

27. ' A severe struggle this morning with iniiii^ 
portion* What a favour,, in such seasons o# 
distress^ to feel the Physician of value near;, ancf 
Oh>. what an unspeakable favour to^ have a weilv 
grounded hope, that when this earthly tabernacle 
rflkall decay, we shall have a^ beti;e» manstoa preN« 
leaved for us> even a house et>ernal^ in the hea)v«ns:t 

29*. No time for retirement to-day j yet feltmfr 
inind. sweetly- attracted upwards, several times im 
the course of the day^ espeeiaUj in the eviening! 
when in company, so'that I' could scansely refrain: 
it<M& tears. 

TbNTB BCOHTH^ 1794* 

. . .♦ 

■ 1. 

3» Our quarterly meeting at Esher. A pr«M 
cious heart-tendering time at meelhig this momiHg, 
stf'ter some eenfliet. At the conclusion' of th# 
meeting for wor^ip, reedveS* the affecuing i»telli«' 
geiK% of the- diestk 'oC my beloved- unclte Jeremiah^ 
Waring, which affected most, if not all friewdwi 
piN^^i U^ remev»l. bc^ng coniidisred ar publick 
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1m8. Many ^d, ^ ^e jbai^ lost a father,;* fbt 
«uch he wa& to the meeting he belonged to. Alafj 
4rho is there likely to fill the vacant seats of tb^ 
Worthies removed! May the Lord of. the harvest 
:be pleased to raise upjsome; for surely the state 
«f things in this quarter is lamentable! 

€. Have dwelt much in the valley these la^t 
three days; .though I met with some interruption^^ 
iipm company^ yet it hath seemed a weaning time* 
i(\for a more perfect dedication of heart to the 
Lord and his service. 

9. Went to Alton, to the funeral of my be- 
loved uncle ; the company much smaller than it 
MTould otherwise have been, owing to the very vi^t 
^veather. The fore-part of the meeting I thought 
mmih favoured ; feeling that which is beyond 
iwords. A solemn pause at the grave, notwith- 
standing the inclemency of the weather. 

12. Was at Alton week-day meeting; at 
which though I found enough t« do to keep my 
mind upon the watch, yet I think on the whole it 
was a favoured season. Returned home in th^ 
afternoon ; fotmd all well : fresh cause for thank- 
fulness and lowliness ! 

:I4« '^ Stand in awe, and sin not," was sweetif 
impressed on my mind sdon after my first sitting 
down in meeting ; and a refreshing reason iit 
proved, my soul being led as into fresh and. greeti 
pastures ; yea, I was n>aHe to lie down and rest as 
at soon-day. Oh, that one so unworthy shouU 
ifo hwoured mth cttus bloss^ iex{Q3^c^\ 



withstanding, before the meeting closed, I got off 
my watch : such is the instability of human nature 
when left to itself. 

i6. A time of close exercise, this morning at 
meeting, in which I had to believe, that my feet 
would be turned into a narrower path than I had 
hitherto walked in, and that the day of tlie Lord 
-must come upon all pleasant pictures. O, may I 
be enabled to dwell with the consuming fire, and 
'freely give up to the sword that which is appointed 
for destruction. 

22. My strength a little renewed this morning 
in my retirement. How sweet and profitable are 
these seasons ! 

23. A refreshing season at meeting this morn- 
ing : yea, I thought the stone was rolled from 
the well's mouth, so that my soul, with some 
others present, was favoured to drink freely of the 

'waters of life. O, that all were gathered to this 
fountain ; thei^ would there not be so many 
barren ones amongst us, as is now sorrowfully tlie 
case. 

26. Received' the affecting account of the • 
death of a relation, who hath left a wife with four 
small children. It hath shown to my mind the ne- 
cessity of digging deep; that when afflictions like 
these are permitted to come, we may know a safe 
hiding place from the storm. 

29. Surely my mind resembles the dove after 
making excursions from the ark (that place of 
safety); but^ finding no redt for the sole of her 



(dot, returns wearied, yet with delight, to it. And 
Oh, the adorable goodness of God ! How is he; 
ask were, putting forth his hand and receiving me 
into this quiet habitation ! O, that I may nerer 
-ftray from it. 

31. My mind a little animated to press for- 
ward in the heavenly race, by reading a sweet ac- 
•count of a youth but sixteen years of age ; yet who 
iad far outstripped me. O, may it excite to en- 
creasing vigilance and circumspect walking ; that 
J also may at the conclusion, of time, have an inhe- 
ritance among the saints, and spirits of just men 
made perfect. 



Eleventh Month, 1791. 

. 2. Company and visiting have taken up much 
of my time to-day : yet could tiot go comfortably to 
bed without feeling after the divine healing virtue, 
and taking a solemn review of the day, in which I 
felt no condemnation : so went to bed in peace. 

4. Strengthened in my solitary sitting to-day ; 
being favoured to partake of the water which it 
freely offered to those that seek it. Oh, that so 
many should slight so great a ble3sing ! 

7. Have spent my time to-day in good and pro- 
fitable company, and my mind much occupied ia 
an affair of some importance ; yet upon a review, 
^ink I might have stolen a little time for retire- 
ment^ that J might have had the xx^Qtc iu\\ ^xwys^* 



UMiit of his 'pveMnce ^icli I ought to t{)ref«r m 
eireiy coiMiderattoa, and which I, sometimes, hope 
I do: but tl>roiigh the in9t^bility.Qf nature^ ofttimet 
10188 .my way. 

II. A precious season at meeting this moni- 
\ngf though a silent one> and but very few there ; 
yet surely we were favoured to feel that graciou8 
promise verified, that where two or three arc 
gathered in the name kI Christ, there will he be in 
tbc: midst of them. 

13. Another favoured meeting; and notwith- 
Atandinu:, as Benjamin Kidd had to express, many, 
considering our small number, are sick and weakly, 
and some asleep ; yet the Lord is still graciously 
remembering Zion, and satisfying her poor with 
bread. 

20« Confined these two last days by indispo- 
sition. It was sonie trial to be kept from meet- 
ing;, but knowing whence all good cometh, and 
waiting in my solitary sitting to feel him, who is 
omnipresent, near to sustain my feeble mind, he 
was graciously pleased to revisit- my )sou] with his 
life-giving presence. In the aftern.jon had a little 
conference wi'.h a dear niece, in which I imparted 
tome spiritual: advice; being anxiously concj^rned 
that she may seeic the God of her fathers, now in 
ber youthful days. 

21. Poor, weak, and low, both as to my ouS 
vrard and inward state. How do I long, like the 
poor woman formetly, to touch but theiiemf>f 
ins j^rment^- tibat I might be made ;wlide. 
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^3. A little revived and comforted to-day, in 
die belief that I am still preferring Jerusalem to 
my chief joy. O, may " my right hand forget 
*' her ciraning," and " my tongue cleave to the 
" roof of my mouth," rather 'than I should de- 
sert a cause so precious. 

25, In my silent sitting at meeting thi^morno* 
ing, some clear openings. How is the Lord 
hiding the mysteries of his kingdom now, as 
formerly, from the wise and prudent of this world, 
and revealing them to babes and sucklings i For 
tvcT blessed be his holy name ! 

27. When I brought my gift to the altar to* 
day, I saw that I had done something which waci 
to be removed before it could be accepted ; yet, 
endeavoured to reason it away, thinking it was 
too trifling to be required ; but it was clearly 
Aiown me, that I was not to look at the smallness 
of the sacrifice, if the Lord saw meet to require it 
at my hands, who *' seeth not as man seeth.'* I 
am thankful that I was enabled to take up the 
cross mid yield obedience; in which I found 
peace. May I ever thus attend to the pure dis- 
coveries of this divine teacher. 

29. Spent the fore-part of the day profitably ; 
but walking put in the evening met with several 
acquaintances, with whom I conversed i and my 
mind' got too much into the spirit of the world 
which separates from the spirit of Christ. Feeling 
this to be my situation, endeavoured to turn in- 
waurd and feel gfter that whidv Ciuci&ft^ ts> ^^ 

B 
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«.world ; and was favoured to feel my strength % 
little renewed. 



Twelfth Month, 1791^ 

3. Another aiFecting instance of the uncer^ 
tainty of timei in the sudden removal of dear 
Mary Merry weather, a mother in our Israel. A • 
|trippin^ time surely 1 

4* How frequently necessary are the opera- 
tions of the sword of the spirit, to separate be- 
twixt the precious and the vile ; and though it is 
painful to the creaturely part, yet am thankful to 
feel this work going on. O, that it may re- 
move (though it m.iy divide as betwixt the joints 
and the marrow) every thing that is <:ontrary to the 
pure mind and will of the Lord, is the sincerje 
prayer of my heart. 

6. My mind sweetened and refreshed by the 
renewed- visitation of the heavenly Father's love^ 
Tery early this morning before da^-light, as I lay 
on my pillow j so that I can say from some de- 
gree of living experience, good is the Lord and 
worthy to be feared and served for even 

II. A favoured season at meeting, both morn- 
ing and afternoon. It was shown me that I 
should dwdl more in the meekness 5 and my heart 
was affected with the recollection of our blessed 
Saviour's example of meekness and patience under 
guffering. * O, that I might, indeed, be enabled 
Jfo faJlow him wfiitherwever he is pleased to lead. 
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14^ Have been confined these three days by m<r 
£sposition, having had another attack of the pat 
pitation. The struggle was so violent, that had 
pot the arm of the Lord been underneath, I think 
I never could have survived it; but though the 
UQovrs rose high they were not permitted to over- 
whelm me. I still feel weak and low every way, 
jet have not cast away my confidence, believing 
the Lord is still near, though he is pleased at times 
to hide, as it were, his face from me. 

15. A sweet refreshing season to-day, at- 
tended with an earnest desire that I may not* be 
found in an unprepared state to meet the Bride- 
groom of souls. O, that I may be preserved 
chaste in my love to him is the earnest breathing 
of my soul. 

18. In the fore part of the meeting tke enemy 
was near spreading his snares, and Seeking tQ draw 
my poor mind off its watch ; but my eye and cry 
bang to the Lord, who beheld the conflict, he wat 
pleased, in gracious condescension, to appear for 
my help, and the renewal of my strength. May I 
walk more worthy such unmerited goodness. 

19. " Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
** which leadeth unto life," I find it so ; but, O, 
may I never grow weary of striving to enter in, 
nor faint in my mind ; ever keeping in remem- 
brance that the crown is at the end of the race. 

21 . Let the day pass over without retiring, suf- 
ifering Jittle things to prevent me: but not fe^Ya.^ 
easf under this omission, when I fetired to tc^v\ 
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[besought the Lord to forgive me, and strengthei 
me .in future to follow him more faithfully, being 
desirous to wash mine hands in innocency, that 90 
I might encompass his holy altar. 

26. Oh, the daily warfare that must be main- 
tained, if we would run the Christian race! 
nothing short of a frequent supply of divine nou- 
rishment can enable us to endure the combat. 

31. And now I am come to the close of the 
year. On looking back I am a little revived with 
.the hope, that if I have not made much progress I 
have not been going backward ; and though I still 
feel myself a poor weak creature, yet I have abund- 
ant cause of thankfulness that I am still preserved 
in the l^nd of the living, notwithstanding the 
many assaults of an unwearied enemy. Though 
. J know not what trials may await me, yet I desire 
liot to be anxious about the future ; but rest in a 
ftnen reliance on the Lord, that whatever he may 
«ee meet to dispense, will be for my good, even as 
. for daily bread. May I be preserved in it, and 
then let come what wiil come, I believe it will be 
well with me. Oh ! this state of humble depencj- 
>noe is very precious in my sight. 



First Month, i 792^ 

4. 1 am truly desiroios that I may not be more ift 
«how than substance. A specious outside may im- 
/H>se on men, but the Lprd U » h^art-searghin^ 
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God ; yea, ** he trieth the reins." Search ntef 
Lord, and know my ways, and if iniquity be 
found within me, be pleased to take it away ; it is 
m thy sight I desire to stand acquitted, let others ' 
think ef me as they will. 

6. A silent meeting, yet to me z season of re- 
freshment, being favoured with a little of the ce- 
lestial rain. ' How precious are these watering sea- 
sons ! surely they are intended to encrease fruit- 
fukiess, may mine bear some proportion to the la- 
bour bestowed by the good husbandman, who is so 
frequently raising good desires in my mind ; but^ 
akisf how are they often weakened by the lower- 
ing concerns of this world ! 

'12. My mind was led in my retirement to-day^ 
to press after heavenly treasure, which alone can 
enrich, and is not subject to decay i nor wUl it 
ever wax old like a garment. Oh, the excellency 
<rf divine love : how far doth it transcend even the 
most refined delights of this world ; antient, yet 
ever new ! May I dwell under its holy, preserving, 
sweetening influence. ' 

i6. ^* He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
** also sparingly,*' " but the hand of the diligent 
** maketh rich ;" may I be of this number. 

r8. How do I love to feel self-abased, and my 
soul reduced to a child-like state, believing it to 
be acceptable in the sight of the Father of mer- 
cies ! 

20. A humbling time at meetings under a 
belief that something would be required of me, 
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which would be a great cross to my natural dispo^ 
tition ; yet am* desirous of dwelling low, an^, if 
the concern should continue^ that I may be enabled 
to ck> it faithf ully» though it should cost n^e the re^ 
gard of the person reproved. 

24* A dreadful alarm of fire in the night otl 
eur premises ; but through the unspeakable good^ 
ness of Providence, it was got under without any 
material damage. O, how do I desire to be made 
thankful enough for this renewed instance of dii» 
vine preservation I But alas ! I feel so poor and 
exhausted, both in mind and body, that I fear my 
gratitude is not enough lively and fervent : yet a 
little hope revives my drooping soul that our mer- 
ciful Creator, who knows the weakness of our 
frame, will be pleased to accept the integrity of my 
heart. 

25. Still indisposed and poorly from thejate 
shock V yet having been favoured with a little of 
the fresh incomes of heavenly love, which W 
sweeter to my taste ** than the honey and the- 
" honey-comb," I could desire nothing further; 
this enjoyment being more than a countefbahnce 
fdr every trial. 

28. Have been taking a review of the former 
part of my life, which was mostly spent in folly 
and vanity, few, I think, exceeding me therein, as 
far as I dared 5 yet, I remember I frequently felt 
remorse, and had at times good desires raised in 
my mind after a better state, but having a wrong 
example in some unprofitable associates) I became 



gpeatljr estranged; and wandered far; yet in nnw. 
speakable love the good Shepherd remembered me^ 
yfhen I had forgotten him days without number ; 
and about the twenty-seventh year of iny age he * 
stretched forth his crook, and gently drew me 
back^into his fold. How is my heart tendered 
mth a sense of his goodness as I write, that he- 
should preserve my life until he had brought me 
acquainted with himself, and shown mje the joys 
of his salvation. May these things^ sink deep in 
my heart, ifrequently pondering how much Iow«. 
to the Lord. 



Second Month, lypa. 

1. Suffered my mind to be ruffled and soured 
Iqf some cross occurrences this morning; which, 
however, I strove to suppress, and believe it was- 
not discolored by others ; but that did not satisfy 
me> not feeling that sweet peace which I prize 
above every other enjoyment.. I retired awhile, 
and, centering down, out of the cumbers and cares- 
which had perplexed, was. fevoured to feel some- 
thing of that healing virtue, which now, as for-, 
merly^ heals every malady, and alone restores. 
peace and« tranquilJity within our borders. 

Oi A pretty comfortable day, and I hope not. 
spent ini vain.. Agreeable tidings^ in the evening of 
some onihistering friends likely toi come this way; 
which humbled me under a sense of the goodn^^ 
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#f the Almighty, who had thus inclined their hearts^ 
to visit this poor spot. 

5^ When I brought my deeds to the light in 
woj silent sitting at meeting this morning, me^ 
thought I discovered in myself an eye too quick- 
sighted to the failings of others, and not encm^ 
to to my own i and begged that eye might be 
plucked out^ with every thmg that is of an oflfen- 
tive nature. 

I !• On a re^ew (^ this day think I may ven» 
ture to say it hath been usefully anJ profitably 
spent. 

13. A bustling day, being that of Godalmxng 
fair, yet I endeavoured to keep my mind as much 
out of it as I could ; aiid, finding a little leisure^ 
took a solitary walk out of the noise and bustle ^ 
' in which my mind was sweetly impressed with ^ 
lively sense of the many blessings I enjoyed beyond 
thousands. It meked me into tears, and my heart 
overflowed with gratitude to the bountiful Author 
of them to one so unworthy. The day being very 
fine, ana these impressions rendering my walk 
truly delightful, it was with reluctance 1 quitted 
the tra,pquil spot for the hurry and noise of the 
town. 

17. I found it hard work this morning at 
meeting to keep iny poor weak mind from roving 
hither and thither, nor could I find a resting place, 
though I sought it with many tears, till near the 
conclusion, 4vhen I got more stayed, and /elt a 
degree of sweetness cover my mituL 
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23. Rose this morning a little after two o'clock 
to watch with my dear uncle • Kidd, who having 
several fine sleeps, I was desirous of improving 
this season of solemn quiet to my own advantage, 
by repairing to the inexhaustible fountain of all 
efectual help, feeling afresh my inability to do 
any thing aright, even to direct my own thoughts j 
for alas ! are they not evil continually unless pre- 
served under the pure influence of his holy fear? 
0, that my soul might be arrayed therewith as 
with a garment, to defend it from the various, 
assaults of an unwearied enemy. My mind 
sweetened and refreshed by this opportunity. 

24. In our little silent gathering to-day my 
mind was replenished with celestial showers, yea, 
I was enamoured with the goodness and loving 
kindness of God, thus extended to the meanest of 
his works. What an unspeakable favour, that we 
finite creatures, should, while in the body, be per- 
mitted to feel in degree the weight of that glo- 
rious crown which is reserved for .those that hold 
out to the end) but these seasons are rare, and 
intended doubtless to animate our faith ; not that 
we should tabernacle here, but press forward for 
the mark, O may I move on in fear and humility,, 
and so witness preservation in heights as well as, 
in depths* 

jThird Month, 179^< 
4. When I sat down in meeting this morning 
a prayer arose in my heart, that I ^ might be prs-^ 
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tenred from fonning to myself any likeness or 
image, and that I might be enabled to worship the 
living God in spirit and in truth, which petition, 
I trust, was measurably granted. The afternoon 
1 thought rather heavy, yet not altogether unin- 
Jtructive, it being shown me that there is but one 
path which leads to life. Oh, what need then of 
^eacreasing watchfulness! 

5. Though by no meads an idle day, yet I let 
trifling thoughts put by my retiring awhile to feel 
after a renewal of strength. Felt uneasy at this 
'Omission on going to bed, nor could I give sleep 
to min^ eyes, till I had humbled myself before the 
Almighty, and craved the continuance of his 
fatherly protection. 

8 & 9. Comfortable as to the outward : when 
that is the case I have often had to remark the 
enemy is most busy with his asssiults ; yet by fre- 
quently retiring inward to Him, whose name is a 
strong tower, I hope he hath not prevailed so as to 
destroy the good seed of the kingdom : strong have 
been my cries to the Lord that he would b» 
pleased to preserve me from this devourer. > 

I r, A searching time this morning at meeting. 
Oh, how did I desire that every unclean thing 
l&ight be brought forth and slain : that nothing 
might be spared, which was appointed for de- 
struction; that the temple of my heart being 
made cleali, the Lord might delight to take up 
bis abode there ! I felt his love afresh extended 
towards mev md-my 9Qul wa^ prostrated before 
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bim under a Muae q£ hU matchless goodness, and 

my own unworthiness. . 
14. Was thankful to feel a wrong disposition 

corrected. O, may I ever attend to th^ secret re* 
proofs of this divine Instructor^ who would as<r 
siuredly lead out of all error and guide me into alj 
tF^th') but, ,9^s, how often do I miss my way^ 
for wd9ft of ^ more steady adl^e^ence thereto) an4 
so multiply crosses and difficulties, which more 
watchfulness might prevent I 

23. My mind afEected this monung with the 
account of the dangerous illness of a relation, who, 
I fear, is not fuUy prepared for the solemn change) 
an4 the prayer of my heart was, tliat she might be 
spared a little longer; in hopes she might improve 
so great a mercy to her everlasting benefit. 

24. Felt weak and poor in my solitary sitting 
to-day, yet no room for repining, believing it my 
due, having idled away several hours before in fri- 
volous reading* 

27. The quarterly meeting at Alton ^ which I 
believe was a season of renewed favour to many 
minds : but being indisposed with head«ache, and 
meeting with many Friends, unsettled my mind. 
I found it hard work to keep on the watch, so that 
1 partook but in a small degree of divine goOd : 
yet in the meeting for discipline, was sweetly ten- 
dered' at the reading of the testimony concerning 
dear Mary Merry weather ; an4 living desires arose 
in my mind to that gracio\is Power, which had 
pr^f^rr ^ her iJurqugh the vicissitudes of time, 
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tnd at length centered her out of the reach of the 
enemy, that he would also be pleased to presenre 
file to the same happy conclusion. Nor can I 
doubt his watchful providence^ who hath hitherto 
supported me and poured unnumbered blessings on 
my head ; it is my own weakness I fear, know- 
ing the frailty and deceitfulness of my- own 
heart, left I should one day or another faU by the 
way. 

29. My mind sweetly refreshed in my silent 
tttting to-dtiy on reading the two last chapters in 
the Revelations, as it hath often been. O, that I 
fnay so walk as to become an inhabitant of that 
excellent city where nothing that is defiled or chiI 
annoy shall ever enter. 



Fourth Month, 1792. 

1. Our quarterly meeting begun. Soon aft^ 
1 sat down in meeting I was made sensible that 
Divine Good was near, by the sweet quiet I feh 
my mind drawn into, which holy covering I be^ 
lieve spread over many minds, if not all, in the 
meeting, so Aat it proved a heart-tendering 
season. 

2. In the meeting for worship the extending of 
heavenly regard was renewedly felt, and. I believe 
some wiiose minds were deeply centered, went 
away richly laden ; I also partook in degree, but 

Wing too much like Mardxai encumbered about 
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many things, I found it hard work to keep my 
mind stayed, so that I believe I suffered loss : yet 
was enabled to get through the 4>usiness of the 
meeting to admiration ; which is cause ^of thank- 
fulness, that I should be at all fitted, or in any 
degree qualified, for service in the church ; yet I 
well know from whence my help cometh. 

6. Our monthly meeting, which I attended^ 
tnd in it my strength was a little renewed, not- 
withstanding the confirmation of a painful occur- 
rence, the grievous fall of one who had been 
fignally favoured. 

ID. A little encouraged to hold on my way, 
having had renewedly to believe that the Lord is 
still graciously near for my preservation and help. 
A fresh incitement to love, fear, and trust in 
him. In the evening falling into company my 
mind was too much leavened into the spirit of the 
world. 

1 1 . Went to Guildford to meet two Friends in 
the ministry. They were led (in meeting) in 
close searching testimonies. O, that it might 
awake the careless and lukewarm, some of whom 
seem settled as on the lees. An encouraging 
time in a friend's family to the young folks. In 
the evening meeting here^ as well as in several 
sittings, they were led to encourage and animate 
us to press forward for the mark for the prize 
of the high calling, which is Christ Jesus. Oh, 
how was my spul prostrated in deep reverence and 
th^kfulnesS). under a reiiewe4 sense that the 
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Lord had not forgotten Zion, but was thus send* 
ing his faithful servants to comfort her wa&ie 
places^ and cause the solitary to rejoice: my soul 
was nearly united to them and humbled that I 
•liould ever be counted worthy to feel this pre- 
cious unity, which is surely the bond of peAce^ 
and still remains the badge of discipleship. 

13. Another favoured heart -tendering season 
in our little gathering lo-day; yea, my cup was 
made to- overflow; but before the meeting closed 
I let in a fear that some trial might succeed this 
enjoyment (having before found it so), and so k 
proved; but keeping uear the centre and. safe- 
hiding place, my mind was preserved in a good 
degree of peaceful quiet under it, so that I hope 
the enemy had no advantage. 

15. A heavy meeting ; in which my mind was 
much exercised that I might not give way to the 
slothful disposition which I believed too much 
prevailed over the meeting in general (a very few 
excepted), and I was strengthened to maintain the. 
watch for some time ; but afterwards lost ground, 
and before the meeting closed got from the true 
centre into a wandering disposition. 

25, Gave way too much to a roving dispo- 
Bition, for which I was humbled in the evening : 
in other respects a well^spent day*. Surely it is 
profitable thus often to retire and see whereabouts 
;we arfi. I find it so, and believe it has been' 
blessed to me ; yet how many do I see running 
tai isLp9 moRtbSf and y^acs, withou): Meming tf> 
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take any account how they spend their time, 
Alas f I often think how will they be able to stand 
so long a reckoning with that God whom they 

iave forgotten days without number! I find 

enough to do to keep my accounts clear by short 

reckonings. 
27. A season of renewed favour in our little 

sUent gathering to-day. O, that some of our care- 
less profession would come, taste, and see fop 
themselves, how good the Lord is ^to them that 
fear him. Then would they not let trifling 
things hinder them from attending week-day meet- 
ings, as is now sorrowfully the case. 

29. I sat down in the afternoon meeting under 
discouragements, thinking we had a poor com- 
pany J but my eye and cry being to the Lord (who 
is alone able to help us) that he would be pleased 
to enable me to. maintain the watch, he, in great 
condescension, granted my request, and sweetly 
tendered my spirit, before him. May I walk 
worthy such unmerited favours. I sometimes 
think when I sit thus broken in our meetings^ 
that I am as 'a gazing-stock to those who, fot 
want of coming under the operation of truth on 
their own minds, are ready to account it a strange 
thing; but, O, may I ever count it matter of 
rejoicing to be thought a fool for Christ's sake. . 
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Fifth Month, 1792. 

I 

6. Called on dear uncle Kidd before I went 
to meeting, who is confined to his bed by indis- 
position. He enquired if I was going to meeting ; 
I told him I was; he then desired I would think 
of him when it was well with me ; which greatly 
humbled me even to tears, considering my weak- 
ness and infancy, and how much more I stood in 
need of his prayers, who appears near the end of 
his pilgrimage, while I poor creature, have made 
but few advances in the heavenly race. Under 
these considerations I went to meeting, which 
proved a season of encouragement. In the after- 
noon felt something that would have exalted self, 
for which I felt gently corrected. Oh, how did 
it humble me ! and yet I secretly rejoiced to find 
the best of guides and instructors so near, inclining 
mine ear to hearken, and mihe heart to receive in- 
struction. With what delight did I sit under hi^^ 
teachings ! 

13. Deborah Darby, Rebecca Young, and 
Frederick Smith attended our meetings, both 
morning and afternoon. In the former they bore 
living testimonies to the excellency of the truth as 
it is in Jesus •, encouraging those in whose hearts 
the day-star had arisen to follow on, and not shrink 
from suffering ; and inviting, in persuasive lan- 
guage, those who were at a distance to come and 
see for themselves how good the Ix>rd i». The 
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Ae«ting concluded in heart-tendering suppltca^ 

tion. ; 

14. Accompanied our beloved friends to 

Guildford. Another favoured meeting, and 9 

precious opportunity in a friend's family, not 

soon, I hope, to be forgotten by some present 1 

find, by one in particular, to whom I believe a 

merciful invitation is extended. I gave up to 

what I believed a small pointing of duty in cau-. 

tioning the person in question not to suffer hia 

present impressions to be easily effaced. 

16. Preparing for attending the yearly meet- 
ing, my mind was unexpectedly tendered under the 
eensideration^ that though I was , now leaving 
home in full healtli and strength, yet I might 
Hey<^r live to return; which thought, however* 
was not distressing to me, but the prayer of my 
heart was that I might be preserved in innocence^ 
and prepared to- meet the awful summons when- 
ever it should please the Father of mercies to sendi 
it to my house ; that so the solemn messenger may 
not prove a king of terrors. 

21. Our women's yearly meeting began this af- 
ternoon ; and, I think, I never felt the divine cover- 
ing more evidently spread over a meeting [than] 
soon after our first sitting down, so that many, 
were broken into tears before a word was spoken. . 

Sixth M6nth, 1792. 
4* No suitable time tor retiring to*day, yet 



was preseired n much quiet ; and,. I trust, in «: 
good degree of the Lord's holy fear. 

II. A busy day; yet I still retain a lively 
8«nse of a sweet impression with which my mind 
was favoured while employed in outward occu- 
pations. A circumstance occurred, which led me 
a little to look forward to some trials which might' 
await me; and the thought struck me, how I should^ 
be supported under them ; when I felt such an 
unusUal sweetness cover my mind as seemed to* 
x^move every anxious fear, and my faith was 
strengthened to believe, that the Lord, who was 
thus graciously caring for me^ would not permit 
any thing to befsi me but what he would enablr 
me to bear. 

' 12. On setting down the above remark, which 
I had no time fot yesterday, my mind has beenr 
ninewedly humbled, under a sense of the Lord's^ 
goodness ; and methought I could do no less thatii 
set up, as stones* of memorial, such signal bles^ 
sings vouchsafe to one so unworthy. O, may^ 
they never rise in judgment against me. 

0.1 • A busy morning: went in the aftemooi| 
to Guildford t^ meet dear Martha Howarth, and 
Priscilla Hannah Gumey, who had an evening 
meeting there, which to me was rather a laborious 
one ; partly owing perhaps to a bad sick head-ach, 
which I had to struggle with. Martha Howarth 
was led to describe the true foundation, and the ad- 
vantage of building on it, and how unhappily some 
bid missed it for want of digging deep enough. 
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and so had built on the.sand> which could not 
stand the day o^ trial* 

2j. A beautiful morning. Rose early, yet 
found* the tempter near, spreading in my view^, 
pleasant pictures never likely to be realized. May 
they be sttined in my view, and every roving 
thought and imagination . bounded by the Lord's 
pure fear. Oh, this daily warfare ! I desire not 
to shrink from it, but to be renewedly strength* 
ened to maintain the combat. 
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Sevinth Month, 1792. 

I. Went to Croydon and attended the qnar'> 
terly meeting. According to my feelings it was 
a- season of renewed favour, believing the crook of 
divine love was still held out to a backsliding"' 
people. O, tiiat they might be wise enough to^ 
close in with such repeatied gracious invitations, ^ 
while-the day of mercy is lengthened out. 

8. A humbling season at meeting \ not ov^ 
imder a renewed sense of my manifold weak-* 
nesses, but my former sins being set in order as it' 
wer^ before me. I saw afresh that where ill 
habits had taken deep root, it must be a work of 
time entirely to extirpate them; yet a little en- 
couraged with the belief that this work was gra- 
dually going on. O, may the Lord (who is 
alone able} be pleased to perfect it to his own 
pfaiscj whatever sufferings I undergo in order 



for Its completioii. My mind sweetly tendered iti 
the evening on hearing that some of our young 
folks, who are setting out in life, are taking up 
the cross, not only in their appearance, but also in 
the furniture of their houses, coming back to pri- 
mitive simplicity. 

lo. Poor and weak, yet have believed at thii 
time, that it is good for us to be thus stripped and 
abased, that no flesh may glory in the presence of 
the Lord, seeing our sufficiency is alone o£ Him, 
who is worthy of all praise and adoration. 

12. This day I think not unprofitably spent, 
and my faith a little animated to press forward, 
though nothing to boast of. 

1 8. Too easily put by retiring, yet endeavoured 
to step safely along, though in much weakness. 

28. A busy day, my mind too much encum^ 
bered, and pettish with a dear child who wa9 
somewhat untoward ; yet a little sweetened this 
evening under the precious influence of Truth. 
How do I love to hear as* it were the voice of the 
Lord in the cool of the day ; nor do I wish, like 
Adam, to hide myself from his pure eye, desiring^ 
to bring my deeds to the light; and to feeljudg<» 
ment pass oyer the transgressing nature : for, Oh^ 
ke is rich in msrcy ! 

Eighth Moi^th, 1792. 

13. . Have given way too much to a roving dis- 
position to-day, which I feel wrong, and Oh^ 
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hfm have I desiredy in this my retirement, to be 
enabled to mount a little upward above this low 
and lowering world ; to shake myself from the du«t 
of the earth, and feel my mind renewed ly strength- 
coed to press forward, laying aside every weight 
and burthen ! This surely is- a great attainmenty 
yet it is what my poor soul, amidst all its weak- 
nesses and imperfections often aspireth after* 

14. I trust a well spent day. 

15. Have renewedly experienced the truth of 
that assertion, *' A man's foes shall be they of 
Jiis own house ;" having been much tried to-day 
with a wrong disposition of mind, which, I fear, I 
too nuich yielded to in* the first places but feeling 
the gentle reproofs of my good guide, who en- 
abled me to turn to him, through his gracious as- 
^t^nce, they were measureably put to flight* 

26. Our preparative meeting, previous to the 
^quarterly mating. When I sat down I felt so 
poor and destitute of divine good, that the enemy 
-would have persuaded me it was in vain to press 
after it ; but, as he was a liar from the beginning 
so I foupfl him in this instance ; for after some 
conflict with a lukewarm spirit, I was enabled to 
draw near to the fountain of living water^^ and was 
jweetly refreshed* 



Ninth Month, 1792. 
A* A painful feverish mf^U ^%it utaEk-mik 
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languid ; yet after a while got better : renewed 
cause of thankfulness ! O, that I may be made 
enough so, for even this disposition is not at our 
command, but as we receive it from God who is 
the giver of every good and perfect gift. 

5. Some unpleasant circumstances; and my 

mind not so comfortable as at many times, having 

let in some doubts ; yet I trust desirous of being 

directed aright even in what may appear trifling 
things. 

6. Still embarrassed; yet have concluded to 
do what appears safest, though contrary to my 
inclination. 

7. My mind seems relieved by doing what I 
believed right, yet found it hard work this morn- 
ing at meeting to get at the spring, but was at 
length favoured with a little refreshment, which 
toyeoul panted after. 

*oi 'Rose with ftesh desires after heaven arid 
heavenly treasure ; and that I might be preserved 
feom- every appearance of evil. In the afternoort, 
when I ^at down to work, I felt my spirit unex- 
pectedly contrited before the Lord ; thankful fdr 
^-Aii fevourj I laid'it aside, and sat in much tendef- 
'ne%s before him a considerable time, for sweet in- 
deed is his love. O, that I was a more .worthy 
partaker. 

12. Have been led this morning to admire with 

humble thankfulness, the continued kindness and 

long suffering of a gracious God towards one so 

*Unwortiy> axWi that in all my wanderings, he 
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should be pleased to watch over me with a iFatheA 
love, and bring me gently back again into his fold. 
How can I do less than [thus] commemorate his 
goodness, who hath dealt so bountifully with 
me, a poor worm ! ^ 

1 6. Made myself work to-Klay by suffering my 
mind to go after trifling things, before I went to 
meeting, so that I was obliged to labour to get clear 
of them ; yet, after awhile was favoured far bo^ 
yond my deserts, even with the liftings up of the 
light of the Lord's countenance upon me. O 
my soul, how vast is the debt thou owest I mayeart 
thou walk in deep humility and fear before him. • 
20. Nothing particular has occurred these last 
few days j a portion of each has been spent in re- 
tirement, and, I m;iy with -gratitude acknowledge, 
that m these solitary sittings, I have felt the over*- 
fihadowing of the Divine wing, to my great refresh*^- 
ment and encouragement ; yet I also «etain. a humb- 
ling sense of my manifold weaknesses. 

30. After some conflict with a wanderiftg di«» , 
position, both in the morning and afternoon meet* 
Ings was favoured to partake of tlhe hidden mannA 
which ccin: algne nourish . the soul up to eternal 
life ; and was led a little to behold the beauty and 
excellency of that Btate of innocencedn #liich our 
ifirst parents were tareated^ and W aspire iiter it. 
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Tenth Month, 1792. 

T. My mind disquieted and uncomfortable at 
meeting with a disappointment, for want of that 
true resignation with which we ought to meet 
every event, 

2. More comfortable, yet do not feel that en- 
tire resignation of my will to the Lord's will 
which I have laboured after, having no doubt but 
every dispensation is ordered in unerring wisdom ; 
yet nature is spmetimes ready to start aside. Of 
that mine may be brought into true subjection, ig 
the sincere prayer of my heart. 

3. Am comforted to feel my mind rjestored to 
its wonted tranquillity. Being in company in the 
evening, gave way too much to the vivacity of my 
disposition, so that it bordered on levity, for which 
I felt condemnation. 

4. As soon as I awoke this morning the recol- 
lection of la«t evening presented itself painfully, 
jso that I was bumbled under a sense of my weak- 
ness before the Lord, who I believe accepted my 

' penitence and restored peace to my soul, How 
unmerited this favour I 

5. Our dear friends Martha. -Howarth and 
Priscilla Hannah Gumey came to pay us a re- 
ligious visit ; my heart rejoiced to see them 5 tliey 
attended our week-day meeting, which was also 
our monthly meeting j the former had a very close 
time in testimony^ apprehending the feelings given 
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Iter that dieve was unfaithfulneti amongH: ua f 
and was led to speak of the psrable of the sower^ 
and die different kinds of ground the good seed 
was sown in^ and the Tarious thinga which pro* 
rented its growdi^ &c. 

7. The above-mentioned friends attended our. 
meeting, Martha Howarth i^ain led io m close 
manner to expostulate with some amongst us^ wha 
she believed were not grieved for the afflictiofiiS o£ 
Joseph, but were settled down in a sUte of c^uroal 
security. Mj mind was mucji bumbled under 
the consideradon that the hijg^ shoidd in giwl 
condescension thus permit his chosen senrants Ift^ 
plead with the gainsayersu 

24. Mj soul hath adopted the language of one 
formerly i ** If I forget thecj O Jerusalem^ let mf 
^right hand forget her cunning. If I do not re« 
^ member thec» let my tongue cleave to the roof 
^ of my mouthy if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
"my chief joy-** 

31. The morning taken up widi family affidra 
and attending my * acholarsy and the afternoon in 
risiting, so that I could find no time for retirement^ 
which I rei^et^ hayifig dpubdeas suffered lots* 

£l,SVC3iTH ISONTII^ ^TfV^ 

4« I felt the renewed extension of the heaTetity 
Pather^s love soon after I sat down ia meetmg ^s 

« file for aoae yetn kepts tchooLfor about «^t or tea potr 
Ittldj'nk 
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itiT)tning, and Oh, "with what joy did I meet the* 
beloved of souls ! How vast is the debt 1 owe* 
him-! May I manifest my "gratitude by a more' 
iteady obedience and unreserved dedication dl 
heart. I desire to do ^Oi but I fear my own in-' ' 
stability. 

■ 6. My time so fully taken up that there Seemed 
tiO time for retiring these two days j yet 1 trust 
the general disposition of my heart hath been right. 
Received an instructive lesson last evening by the 
departure of one (of whom I had entertained a far 
different opinion) from the simplicity which once 
•tdomed her. My heart was sorely pained on her 
account, and with tears I besought the Lord on 
my own, lest I should also fall by the way, and I 
felt a willingness to be stripped of every earthly 
delight rather than forfeit this best of blessings, 
his favour, which alone can truly enricli. 

14. A fresh scene of trial^ and affliction 
opened in the alarming illness of my dear sister * 
Letticej and Oh, the prayer of my heart hath 
been that it may be brought into a perfect resig- 
nation to every dispensation of unerring wisdom ; 
for "•shall not the Judge of the whole earth do 
** right." 

1 8. A humbling tinoe at meeting this morn- 
ing) feeling afresh my inability to take one step 
aright, without divine assistance ; yet my faith and 
sbrehgth a little renewed in the all-sufficxcncy of 

■.'■■•■ -•' 

• '..*-■ ».' 

' ■* 
• « Wife of Jeremiah Waring, AltoxL, Haoti*. 



Aat arm of power which had hitherto preserved 
me. 

22.' My soul Bowed under a ^ense. of the 
Lord's goodness in permitting me still to ap-' 
proach bis holy footstool^ amidst my manfifold. 
infirmities. 

id. Much afiected this morning by my be-' 
loved father's finding something of a paralytib^ 
afiection, looking on it as a gentle warning. 0» 
that I -may be truly resigned, and patiently 
tabmit to the • Lord's will, without a repining* 
thought. 

27. Abundant cause of thankfulness to-day > 
loy dear father better, and a more favourable ac« 
count from Alton. May my gratitude bear some 
proportion thereto. 

30. Ojur week-iday meeting. A baptizing 
season. Methought my lamp was afresh trini- 
med, and replenished Vith heavenly oiU 



Twelfth Month, 1792. 
A . A busy day ; yet found time to visit the sicfc^ 

m 

utd administer a little help. lam thankful that 
ability was given. ' 

6. Have been led to look back a little arid' 
recount the Lord's mercies, and my hieart hath' 
overflowed with gratitude for all hb blesshigt;*^ 
both spiritual and temporal. 

7, Went to our monthly meetin^^ ^\^^ 

Cz 
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j^rored an Instfucdye setaoOf notwithstanding t 
had something to war with, having too much gives 
iray to a wrong disposition* O, that I may sufi- 
clently profit thereby* 

II. My strength a Uttle renewed this eycmsi 
in my solitary sitting in my chamber* Precious is % 
me are these seasons : yea more dian the increaae . i% 
of conif wine, or oil* ^ 

■ it. 

1 6* An instructive season at meeting: ifsl - 
-desirous of sitting in pover^ and dryness^ radia 
than ofier any thing polluted* O, to be preserved 
ctean-handed. 

.18. A well spent morning* In the afternoon 
did something with a good intent, yet am not 
quite satisfied in my mind that it was right, which 
brought heaviness and a ctoud^ 

19. Alore comfortable, yet the doud not 
totally removed. O, that every motive as well as 
action may be brought to the measuring line. 

21. A humbling season at meeting, and trust 
I felt something of the healing waters. O^ to be 
washed clean, that no impurity mj|^t remain. 
This was the prayer of my heart. 

29. These two days have passed quietly away« 
and I trust, have been spent profiubly, yet in mf 
retirement iincommonly poor and stripped^ under 
which I £slt in a good de^ee resigned. An afiec- 
iiag account of the incneasii^ indisposition oi wjf 
Aear tfster Lettioe* 
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- First Mouth, ryg j; 

r. Another yesfr begun, and I dovbt but stliafl- 
•ivance in the heavenly race; yet it is cause c£ 
kiaible thankfulness, amidst my manifold weak- 
nesses as a creature, that T am still presenred aKni' 
b the truth. Hare retired twice to-<lay to feel 
after that blessing which alone can enrich the sotd^- 
But felt uncommonly stripped and poor ; so that a 
^ and a tear were ail I could ofier : yet pre* 
serred in a good degree of quietude* 

4* Oh, my self-love ! I have had cause to 
Bonm* on this account to-day; Bbw many^ 
actions, which appear specious in .the sight of 
men, spring from this corrupt root I Great are the 
advantages of a daily examination. What num- 
lerless foibles have I discovered in myself since I 
have been b the practice of it, which before 
passed unobserved* 

9. Paid a visit to a relation, who shewed me 
much kindness; but, alas! my heart was pained 
at beholding the deviation from the simplicity of 
truth, and what a snare there is in riches: how 
lew can withstand them, or are watchful enough 
to prevent their undue influence. 

13* Went to Longford meeting, where, after 
waiting at Wisdom's gate, my soul was sweetly 
refreshed with the fresh Sowings of Shiloh's 
itreams : yet, poor unstable creature as I am I gott 
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off my watcfi, and in a great measure lost the 
sweet savour thereof. 

19. My time fully occupied in- attending my 
dear sister: and, though I have had no suitaUe 
time for retirement, yet have frequently felt die 
tendering influence of truth on my mind while 
^us engaged ; which leads me to believe that the 
Lord prefers mercy to sacrifice. 

24. These several days taken up (as heretofore) 
in a close attention to my dear sister ; yet a fresh 
temptation hath presented, to which my mind has 
too much yielded at times, it being pleasant to 
look at ;. but at others, by retiring inward I have 
jbeen favoured with ability to get fxom under it ; 
^and the. prayer of my heart has been, that I m^ht 
ifeel every desire limited, and ask nothing but what 
the Lord saw meet in his infinite wisdom to disi- 
pense. O, that I could rest here, humbly thank- 
ful for the many blessings I enjoy beyond thou* 
sands, and how unworthy thereof I cannot but 
acknowledge with confusion of face. 



Second Month, 1793.^ 

2. Came home, on hearing my dear father waa 
confined with the gout : found him better than I 
expected, which calls aloud for gratitude. 

9. Anod>er week passed away, yet I hope not 
spent in vain. My time has , been pretty fully 
occupied in attending my dear father and my 
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ciolars, visiting the sick, ^d in family afFairs r 
yet amidst these various occupations have not lost 
sight of that better part which Mary chose j 
kaving my mind, at seasons, sweetly attracted to 
feel after that living spring, whic];i can alone fur- 
tush with ability for every good word and 'work. 

14. Felt the pure influence of truth on my 
iBind this morning- as soon as I awoke^ for which 
I felt thankful, and w^s desirous of retaining this 
precious savour through the -day; but the many 
encumbering things have too inuch prevailed, so 
that I feel poor and dry, yet quiet, and I hope 
humble : much need have I to be soi : 

21." Came to retire with a heart panting after 
the refreshing stream of Shiloh \ but, alas ! dry- 
ness and poverty is my pojtiop.. I 'desire to be 
liumble and -p^ient under thi« dispensatioif, and 
learn what it is to want as well as to* abound. 

22. After struggling awhile this morning at 
meeting, had to set up my Ebenezer, and say, 
" hitherto hath the Lord helped me" Blessed be 
[lis worthy name for ever^ 

cl6. Amidst all my w;eaknesses fresh aspirations 
fter purity and perfect holiness arose in my retire- 
Qent to-day, and \ was favoured with a little 
ccess to the fountain of living waters, 



Thiri> Month, 1793=. 

y. A precious 8ea:son ^t meeting this morning. 

C4 
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War dUb ffaewed fimior cxdie to note v^hM 

fi«k pRipoitioiiaUe to Uoor bestowed. 

9. A dsf I dmdc fnStMj wpeot as to icdoo^ 
imi I trust ny nund pcettjr modi yicaei t cd hm 
fcartfvl thiagti yet am trolf desboos that eiciy 
fliodve may be bro u g h t vnder die porifymg ope* 
tatiotis of troth. 

14* Answered my dear tanier imfitieooyt 
ffureiy I9 who have so many weaknesses of mf 
own, ought to bear widi patience thoseof anagel 
parent 

i6. Too ungnaidcd in my c on versa ti on, sf^^ak* 
ing censoriously of an absent person, not enoi^ 
keeping in view the golden rule of doing as I 
would be done by. O, for more watchfnkieis 
that I might escape condemnation, yet am dumb* 
ful to feel the r ep r o rer near. May he nerer lesfo 
or forsake me. 

ai. Hastened to Alton to see my dear sister 
Lettice 1 found her radier better again, but in the 
fvening she altered for the worse, aiid a tryfaig 
night succeeded} she was for a considerable time 
epeechless and convulsed; but after awhile, re- 
viving, called us separately to her, and took an 
afi^cting farewell 1 saying as she pfessed us vridi 
Isrvour to her bosom, it was like rending her 
asunder, and that it seemed, from the nearness she 
felt for us, ^^ at thou|^ she could drink in our 
^ spirits.** She gave much advice to the servants, 
W|Mlln| tb^ care of the dear children, begging 
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diem not to leare diem to stnmgers $ adding '< OIi 
*how they cling around my heart!" 

22. A most trying day: my belored sister's 
pain excruciating; but getting easier towards 
evening we ventured to go to hcd, as ^e re- 
^tested it* 

24. Cal(ed up between three «nd four oVlock 

dus morning, my dear sister altering for die worse, 

and as we apprehended dying: yet the aH-wise 

Disposer of erents, irfio cannot err, though to ut 

Us ways are unsearchable and past findnig out, 

<Bd not see meet to finish the work: Ae again 

leriyed a little, and took nourishing things. Is 

At erening sitting in silence round her bed, eur 

minds were made sensible of the orershadowing 

wing of heavenly love, when a friend was engaged 

» supplication by the bed-side: soon after Ms, 

tke dear sufering creature was deeply tried with a 

setere conSict of spirit, fearing the hope she had 

eitertatned was not well grounded, which was 

?ery exercising to our minds, when these words 

[aHu(fing to Isaiah Hr. 8.] sprang fivingly in my 

mmd, and also in my bnrthers, '* for a moment I 

^ hid my face from thee, but with erertastii^ 

^ kindness wiH I ret u r n unto thee,'' which was « 

relief to us, although she was permitted to tfruggfe- 

with her fears for some time: but after awhile 

broke out thus ^ O, praise the Lord, I shall now 

* soon have toi rejoice wiA joy unspeakable and 

* full of glory. Oh, the peace that I feel, it pass^ 

* M uttdeistanfiBg I O, sing pndses^sing praises; 
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* To feel thU rock> at such a time, how comfort* 

* able, &c.* 

25. Sister Lattice lay pretty quiet most of the 
day ; in the afternoon asking her to have a little 
winei she said, " No, my dear sister, no more 

* wine, till I drink the new wine/ Was nearly 
cold for several hours, yet again revived. 

26. A dull quarterly meeting-^ay, several 
afilictive events rendering it unusually small ; and 
all of us engaged in the solemn employment of 
watching round the dying bed of my beloved 
sister, who could not clearly articulate, yet made 
us seiisible of her wants, and frequently prayed to 
be released i which awful event took place about 
five o'clock in the ^ evening, leaving on our inmds 
lio doubt of her glorious change from pain and 
sorrow to everlasting joy and rejoicing: which 
adininistered to us, who had seen her inexpressible, 
suffieringsi rather cause of humble thankfulness 
than excessive mourning ; though we painfully 
fplt the separation. 

29. The remaiivs of my beloved sister interred s 
and cannot but acknowledge it a favour that we had 
the company of some valuable friends on this 
solemn occasion, particularly dear Job Scott, whoM 
company was truly acceptable. 



Fourth Mokth, 1793. 
I. Our quarterly meeting (at Guildford). 
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■' Dear Job Scott bestowed much labour. May the 
fruits appear after many days. I was enabled to 
get through the business of the meeting as clerk, 
to my humble admiration. 

4. I trusty amidst my manifold weaknesses* aft- 
a creature, I still love the appeai^nce of our 
Messed Redeemer,, however small and lowly; 
either as a reprover or comforter. May I ever- 
cherish it as the best of blessings; 
, 10. . A'/atiguing day; yet think, • in" the even- 
ii^ I might have found time for retirie*ment, if I 
had not been lukewarm. Content not thyself, O 
my soul, with making this remark, but be willing' 
to abide under condemnation .. 

II. What an^ inestimable favour that there is, 
to diis day, a Bethesda, fot the Lord's children to 
repair to and wash; that they may feel their 
health renewed as from day to day ! 

14.^ Seasons of conflict between nature and 
grace, both in the morning and afternoon meet- 
ings; yet trust I may add, with thankfulness, that 
the latter prevailed in spm^ degree. OB, How was 
my poor niind tossed from wave to wave! '" 

16. Too much outward in my *mind,* and 
dwelling on things unprofitable; but, retiring 
awhile in the evening, have endeavoured,- with 
divine assistance, to shake myself 'a- Iktle from 
earthly desires, and to cast my whole care on Hint 
who hath hitherto blessed me ; indeed far beyond 
my deserts.' Oh, the sweet peace which! feel 
when enabled to repose all-my-cs^res oH himj 

C6 



fNiy mooQ$ dmigfat subakkt* 0» dhat I cooU 
4w«U 10 dua quiet habttadoii : but alas» hoiw gxcit 
in mj iaitibJlity i 

aj. How beautiful doti the outwavd creidai 
ipfietr I What retendiltnee does my soul bear to 
ki 1 tnMt Aere is a little greerniess, whidi ii 
% sign of life at tbe rooti though I doubt butlitdt 
liruit Of that enefeasiiig faithfulness may appear. 

24* Felt a wrong diapositioa rising this cvea* 
hgi^ but was taahled to suppress it: envy at 
liearing the praise of aaodiery at wUdi I ought to 
lejoicti audlhopeluowdoi atleast^ I desire to 
4oit. 

JO. Another busy momingy and Ab afternoon 
Ipent in nsituiig some relations ^ and though far 
figm unpaofiiable company* yea J ahmya find 
niaitiiig aboM dissipates the mind. 



FlTH MoKTHf I793* 

I. Was at tbe week->day meetang [at Akxm}. 
this morning, in which I trust the watch was in a 
]pH)d degree mai nta i n ed; yet think I scarcely ever 
remember a more exercising time; a sigh and a 
tear leemed all I coiiU ofi^r. 

p CamQ home. My poor thirsty soul abun* 
dantlyteplenished this momingy in our weet-day 
meeting, with celestial rain; It is, I trust, widb 
% degree d humUe gratitude, that I make tbia 
fcaaarkt May I ^vet be enabled to mincer ifco 
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ilessings which I aim favoured with, and may it be 
mj daily concem to improve thenfi. 

8. Still struggling with my frailties. What an 
misiMr^cible favour that the Lord should still con- 
descend to aid me with hia Spirit^ in limiting the 
iamB and thoughts of my vain heart. O, that it 
were wholly conformable to his divine will, and 
tty will wholly slain. Then *^ instead of die 
^ diom would come up the fir-tree, and instead of 
^ die brier would come up the myrtle-tree, ^c.^ 
Blessed exchange! 

lo. A fresh scene of trial and affliction opened 
on us to-day, under which I was favoured to feel 
a degree of humble resignation. 

15. 'My poor weak ihind disquieted with some 
cross occurrences this morning, for want of keep- 
ing on the watch: never, sure, had I more need of 
it than at this juncture, when adverse winds blow 
from different quarters. O, to keep in the patience, 

2^. Since the last remark, have been to London 
to attend the yearly meeting, which I esteem t 
great favour: and though my poor mind has at 
times been greatly depressed on account of a very 
afliictive event, and prevented from miieh enjoy- 
ment in company, even of valuable friends, whom 
I loved and esteemed, yet I have with sincere 
gratitude to acknowledge that the staff hath evi- 
dently accompanied the rod ; and some seasons of 
sweet refreshment been mercifully vouchsafed. 
May renewed vigilance and circumspection denote 
the deep sense I retain of «)ioh unmerited favoiups. 
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Sixth Month, 179J. 

3. Have been favoured, in my dolitary bitting' 
this evening, to see some of the various stratagems 
of an unwearied enemy to destroy and lay waste 
the good seed of the kingdom. How cunning, 
how subtile is he, transforming himself at times 
into an angel of light! O, may I dwell near that 
di^ne Power, who alone can preserve from this 
devour er. 

' 5- Have been led this evening to loofk back a 
little, and number some of the many blessings re- 
ceived. A humbling yet profitable employ ; as it 
tends to reduce self, and strip it of every fancied 
excellence. 

8. Took a walk. Was too light and airy in 
my conversation, for which I quickly felt gently 
corrected, which humbled me; and when I re- 
turned, sought retirement ; when I was enabled 
to approach Him whom I believe I had offended ;,- 
and believe my penitence and tears were accepted* 

14. ^{^isposed. Staid from meeting ; but did- 
not let ': jbe time pass unimproved: during my: 
silent sitting -before the Lord, the remembrance 
of my dear departed sister Lettice was unexpect- 
edly brought to my mind, with so much sweetness 
and brokenness, that it seen^ed as if our spirits 
were affesh united. The impression left is plea-^ 
sant. 
,Qfix Sat up last night with ;^ sick icien4> 
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wliich was an instructive season to me. O, mj 
^ soul, mayst thou sufl&cieutly improve by these 
lessons; line upon line, &c. Am thankful in' 
•"believing that my faith and confidence in the Lord 
does increase. 

21. A sweet refreshing time at our week-day 
meeting, though silent. Oh, what an unspeak- 
able favour to feel an evidence at times that we 
are not following cunningly devised fables, but 
the eternal living substance ! 

30, Went to our quarterly meeting at Wands- 
worth ; thought the morning meeting rather dull ; 
the evening and next morning favoured seasons : 
and though dear Samuel Emien and Richard 
Baker were led in close searching testimonies, yet 
they seemed fully to believe that the arm of divine 
compassion and regard was afresh extended to a 
backsliding generation. Marvellous love and con- 
descension ! O, that It might prevail on some, who 
I believe have strayed far from the true sheep-fold^ 
to return while the day of mercy lasts. 



Seventh Month, 1793. 

3. Have felt the attacks of an unwearied 
enemy to draw my mind from its true centre, 
and to lay waste every good resolution ; insinuat- 
ing that a state of perfection is unattainable: but 
was he not found a liar from the beginning ? So 
ioxh he still remain. 
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9^ Mare felt the attractive influence of tmt 
divers times to-day } and once> in particular^ sup 
premng a wrong disposition^ and enabling to flee 
to that name which is a strong tower. 0« that I 
could dwell ever there; then would nothing be 
auflferod to annoy. But, alas, I have often to 
mourn my instability I 

13. Fresh trials of patience, under which war 
preserved in a good degree of quiet; which I 
esteem a favour : and have also had, this evening 
renewedly, to believe "^that it was nothing short of 
divine regard which first drew my mind to diese 
firequent retirements ; and am well ccmvinced th^ 
it hath been a means of preservation. 

99. Sat up last night with a sick child. My 
mind, both then, and to-day, was' too much in^ 
clined to dwelt on a subject which I think, if too 
much indulged, may be hurtful to me; yet have 
frequently breathed to the Lord for preservatioH 
within the limiting power of Trudi. 



EiOHTH Month, 1793. 

9. Went to our monthly meeting : which 
proved (notwithstanding some unwatchfulness) a 
baptizing season. Among other things, dear uncle 
Kidd wa9 led to mention, in the course of his testi- 
niQnj:> that passage in scripture, *^ And I wiU turn 
*• my hand^upon thee, and purely purge away Ay 
V dross, and take away all tby tin.*^ How ^d it 
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fvostrate mysoul befort the Lord* with fervent 
desired that he would indeed dioroughly purge my 
heart of every defiling thing ! Often am I made 
lenrible of its imparity. 

13. Not idly spent, as to action ; but my mind 
too much outwirdy and too easily yielding to 
smxiotts though^. How mudi work doesunwatcb- 
iUness make ! Humbled this evening with the 
letrospection of my various infirmities as a crea^ 
tore ; and how often they get the ascendancy over 
taj good resolutions. 

i8. A precious watering season this morning 
It meeting. What can I render unto the Lord fo» 
all his benefits ? Staid at home from meeting in 
the afkcmoon from necessity, not choice. 

25. The rest of last week confined by illness ; 
yet was gently dealt with; and so £dx recovered as 
to get down stairs to-day ;— -renewed cause of 
humble thankfulness. Am fearful I have not yet 
learned sufficient meekness and patience under 
suffering. O, for an increase of it and every 
other Yirtue. What a poor creature am I when 
left to myselfj and from under the seasoning 
virtue and efficacy of truth, which can alone pre- 
serve from the snares of death. 

30. These last few days have been much takcQ 
up in preparing and coming to Bristol; yet my 
mind has, at times, been enabled to retire to the 
true cet)tre> where I {^ave felt (juiet. 
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. Ninth Month, 1793. 

II. Spent too much time to-day in unprofit 
able reading. Was made renewedly desirous th'u 
evening, in my little solitary sitting, of having mf 
yrill made subservient in all things to the divine 
Mr ill. Oh ! this is a great attainment v hut am 
thankful at times to feci my soul pressing after it 
as the first of blessings. 

14. Met with a circumstance which tried my 
poor weak mind j yet laboured after a state of 
true resignation and quiet, which was in some 
degree attained to. 

15. I trust truly abased in my sittings at 
meeting this day, under a renewed humbling sense 
of my weaknesses y yet, in the evening meeting, 
my poor vessel seemed for a season the sport of 

■ I 

yrind and waves ^ but was at length favoured with 
^ calm, which led me to believe that the good 
pilot was still near in order to preserve from 
wreck. 

26, The greater part of this day spent in com* 
pany ; so that I was glad when the evening came 
to go to meeting, where my thirsty panting soul 
ivas replenished with celestial rain. 

29. Rather poorly in the morning : felt re» 
{ieved after I got to meeting, which I hope I wa« 
truly thankful for ; as well as for renewed assist- 
ance to approach the alone Physician of value. 
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Tenth Month, 179 J* 

12. Reached London after a fatiguing journey 
all night; yet favoured to get along without acci- 
dent : and the forerpart of the journey rendered 
pleasant, by my mind being profitably engaged in 
a retrospection of the Lord's gracious dealings 
with me; and in a renewed belief that he wait 
still caring for me, and watching over me for 
good. 

24. Was at Devonshire-house meetii}g ; which^ 
though qearly silent, was an instructive season to 
my poor soul. I was made thankful in believing 
that my will was in some degree conforming to 
the divine will, O, that I was wholly conformed. 
What encouragement have I to trust in. the jLord> 
who is dealing thus graciously with me I 

25. Was afresh enamoured with the beauty of 
holiness, in our little ^lent gathering to-day 1 '90 
that I thought it was good to be there. 

31. These last few days have aflbrded but 
little time for religious retirement ;. but though! feaf 
some part of them has not been spent so profitably 
as it might have been ; yet at times I have found 
my mind secretly attracted by divine love to its 
proper centre; and can thankfully acknowledge, I 
have been preserved in a good degree of quieC 
depiendance on Him, who can alone preserve from 
the various snares which hourly await us^ and 
who best knows how to dispense suitably to hi« 



cirptedant cftamres. He is indml an inexhausti- 
bk fountain) and in his band Me die biddor 
Ireayures of wisdom. 



Elbt£mth MoiiTHy '793' 

7* This last week confined by ilfafiess^ wUdi- 
I fear I did not bear with that full les^nadon and 
■itekncss of spirit which I should hare donef 
though it was often the concern of my mind at 
prtfs after it| eiren in the silent watches of tbr 
aigbu During this time of my confinement I met 
with a trial which none knew of but the Lofd^. 
whost compassionate eye is over all his worEs (jtstr, 
ihs very meanest of them, or else 1 had perished 
lo^g ago). He sustained my poor feeble soul and. 
enabled me in some degree to adopt the langoj^ 
•I ^^ Thy will be ddneJ* Gracious condescenaonj 
#f myeelf I was wholly unequal to this attainment. 
It U thou alone> QLord, who canst set bounds to 
tht ocean that it cannot pass ; and say ' hidierto 
^ ihott ibait come and no further, and here shaft 
^Ihy pvoud waves be stayed/ Hadst thou not*, 
fracioutly superintended the vessel^ how ofte^^. 
would it have been wrecked: 

9t Got out again to our week-day meeting ^. 
In which my. poor mind was sweetly replenished 
with celestial rain. At the ctose of it, a com* 
mUtee was held to nominate women overseers, at* 
which I was proposed as one. Oh ! it brought a - 
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freat weight orer me; and I ventored to object to 

k, but do not know whether my objection will be 

accepted. If I am cboaen> I dettre^ with mnch 

merity, that I may be enabled to set a double 

vatch over my conduct, while watching over 

• ethers J that I may so walk as to preserve my gar- 

I aentsfree from spot or any such thing. 

I5« Went to Staines to see my dear relations 
Aeie, an opportupity ofiering-; yet it bang our 
week-day meeting, was not quite easy about it : 
imt feeling that my mind was sweetly centeied 
and contrited on my return^ I hope I do not pr^ 
<ame too far in beGeving diat I did not oSend 
Him, 'whom I desire to love abore all. 

7/i^ A refreshing time this afternoon in my 
diamber:; in which I was led to view the excel- 
lency pf truth and its peaceaible fruits. 

24. :Gave way to-day to anger, about a trifle 
k'n itself; as I have sereral times of late ; yet was 
thankful to feel myrself corrected. O, for more 
fsweetnesi of disposition, and strength of mind to 
ixar the cress occurrences of fife. This i oltett 
labour jJFter;. and sometimes, when I keep on ihm 
watdi, am enabled to 'bear trials of patience wilb* 
lOut quitting my quiet halStation : wouU I could 
ahrayt dwell there ! 

26. Mudi affected widi die sonowfal tkBnge 
that Job Scott had taken the smalkpox in Ireland; 
asd It is supposed that he b by this time removed. 
Ue was a vacant in Israel \ one whose bow vboAt 

i^jtMDg^u I.CMiHit]iatJiioiimthftcii>w^ 



3cnd his dear children's, though unknown toine;i» 
jet we must not call in question ^e dispensations* 
of Providence, though, to us finite creatures, thef 
may be past finding out. 



TwEL¥TH Month, 1793. 

-6. Oh, the crucifying power of Jesus, hoy* 
hard to flesh and blood ! But remember, O, mj 
soul, that is the part which can never inherit the 
kingdom. Yet I can truly say, with a servant of- 
the Lord formerly (to wit, Mary Peisley), that so 
frequent and necessary are die operations of the* 
sword of the Spirit, to separate betwixt the pre- 
cious and the vile, that at times it makes me weary 
of this embodied state. The Lord alone knows 
my secret probations^ no mortal is acquainted 
therewith: and it is he alone that can sustain 
through every conflict and give victory. Praised 
be his name ! a degree 6f living faith at this time 
arises, diat as I keep my eye single to him, he vnll 
be near, and preserve me from the fury of thede-\ 
vourer. 
J 1J9. .My mind sweetly refreshed, and anims^ 
ted to press forward, by reading, an account of dear . 
Job Scott's triumphant exit. 

,15. A precious season at meedhg thismon^: 
isg. Was kdte believe thatthe work of the new 
CKttkm was carrying on, even hew heavens and 
Mfm eftithi and that the old were passing away 
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^1 a, that this glorious work may be perfected to the 
^^ praise of Him who alone is able to perform it. 

20. Staid from meeting to-day to nurse my 
fittle niece, who lies ill with the scarlet fever and 
wre throat : and though I am very apt to take 
disorders of this kind, yet feel easy and quiet about 
it ; having, I hope, my trust in the Lord ; who 
can sustain through every dispensation which he 
is pleased to allot to the workmanship of his hands. 
Can I doubt Him who hath so abundantly blessed 
and sustained to this very hour ? Oh, no ! I feel 
my confidence renewed 5 for which I bless his 
holy nam£« 



TirstMonth, 179+. 

3. ' Attended our monthly meeting to-day. 
Though held in silence, the meeting for worship 
▼as, to my poor thirsty soul, a season of conso- 
i lation^and refreshment: a favour I esteemed my- 
self unworthy of. A committee from the quar-' 
terly meeting attended this meeting. The ap- 
pointment of overseers took place. O, that the 
importance of such an appointment may dwell 
weightily on my mind. 

' 5. Though the good Shepherd of Israel was 
near to-day, both in our morning and afternoon 
meetings, yet I fotind the enemy also present, 
endeavouring to draw my mind from its proper 
centre^ spreading" al/uriiig pictures W citeVl Voi 
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attention ; and he too niildi prerailed f under » 
tense of which I was hum^kdi and prayed that I 
might be enabled to msuntain the warfare. 

II. A day for the greater part spent profi- 
tably; yet was desirous^ in the evenings that I 
might attribute nothing to the creature ; for if I 
was enabled to do any thing aright, the suflkiencj 
was of God. O, my soul, be willing to be strip- 
ped of every filthy rag of thy own righteousness} 
that thou mayest be like the king's daughter, ** all 
*^ glorious within.'* 

13. Our quarterly meting at Kingston ;Sak 
mael Emlen and James Graham appeared in tes^ 
timony j the latter inviting the backsliders to re- 
turn to their first love. I was humbled under a 
aense of the continued kindness of a long-suffering 
God, in thus sending his faithful servants amongst 
us. In the meeting for discipline an appointment 
of women friends took place, to join a committee 
pf men friends to visit the monthly meetings^ 
when, in compliance with my friends wishes, and 
from a fear of discouraging others, I was pre* 
vsuled with to set down my name ; yet, alas i I 
feel very unequal to such an undertaking ; and 
expect, if I do go, to go as a fool. O, that I 
may be preserved In simplicity,' and singleness of 
heart J that self may be laid low i that so I nuy 
move in the fear of the Lord. 

20. Topk leave of my dear friends and re* 
t«rae4 hcun^waids : found my dear parents and 
iifMr ireU^ aod loioe lelatkma wbQ had bees 
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r "tisited with sickness, on the recovery j so tfcat I 
la?e renewed cause of thankfulness : yea ! what 
kur of my life does not afford it ? 

25. A time of sweet solace in my chamber | 
so that my soul had to acknowledge. Good is the 
lord, and worthy to be praised ; and that by the 
"whole house of Israel. 

28. Went to the week-day meeting at Guild- 
ford. Here was painfully brought to my remem* 
brance my having spoken enviously of a person ; 
and with confusion of face was I humbled before 
Ae Lord, beseeching forgiveness, and that he 
would be pleased to enable me to walk more per-* 
fcctly before him in future. O, may my sin* 
ever go before-hand to judgment. Being at thi* 
time made willing to come under his purifying 
bnd, I was favoured ^ith the return ot sweet 
peace. 

'31. The parable of the publican and pharisee 
was brought to my remembrance this morning at 
meeting ; and the prayer of my heart was, that 
the Pharisaical disposition might never be enter- 
tained by me : poor creature as I am, much more 
need have I to exclaim with the publkanv ** Gpd 
" be merciful to me a sinner.** 



Second Month, 1794. 
d« Pelt the overshadowing of heavenly love. 
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thee, but let it incite thee to a mote earnest pui^ 

suit after heavenly treasure: that ao increasing 

faithfulness may appear. 
26. So much taken up with visiting, and divert 

other engagements, that I could find scarcely any * 
time for retirement. How tasteless and insipid is 
every enjoyment, that is not crowned with thy 
presence, O Lord I — I am thankful to f^l it SQ» 



Thihd Month, r794» 

1. Wrote a letter of advice to a fnend 5 in. 
doing which I have discharged an apprehended 
duty : the rest of the day much taken up in servings 
Others. 

2. On. my first sitting down at meeting, got 
ffiusing on a subject, which, diough a profitable 
one, was beside the proper business : yet no sooner' 
did I endeavour to dismiss it, and get on my watch^ 
than I met with Him whom my^*soul loveth, gra*. 
ckmsly waiting to bless the workmanship of hit 
hand. May he be pleased to instruct me how to. 
make suitable returns. 

3« Doubts and fears have been the compa« 
nions of my mind to-day,. about sending the letter 
which I had written 5 so concluded to wait, and 
try it longer ; have also been afraid of spreading^ 
too much into branches, and not dwelling enough 
in the root« O^ nlay this- jealously, increase^ 

Da . ^ 



7« 

Under the pressure of these feelings I have poured 
out my soul before the Lord, beseeching him to 
presenre me on the right hand and on the left. 

6. Ventured with fear to send the letter I had 
written ; so must leave the event. 

23. Much discouraged at the prospect of the 
approaching visit to the monthljr meetings ; anJ 
the more sp as my companion Sarah Birkbeck is 
likely to be prevented, by illness, from going with 
me. This is no small trial of my faith. O, that 
it were as a grain of mustard seed, pure and un- 
mixed ; then doubtless it would lessen, if not re- 
move, this mountain. Had a visit from a kind 
sympathizing friend : and dear Elizabeth Moline, 
seeing my extreme weakness, voluntarily offered to 
accompany me. Oh, what a poor creature am I, 
how unworthy such unmerited favour I Awoke 
in the night, and felt my mind sweetly bounded by 
the fear of the Lord % yet methought something 
like a gentle reproof for giving way so much to 
my fears. 

26. Went to Dorking to join the- committee. 
Ihope.our going was not altogether in vain. 

30. A refreshing season at meeting this morn- 
ing, though not unattended with labour : the after«* 
noon was the preparative meeting. Some weighty 
counsel dropt ; yet I thought* the queries an- 
swered too fully. In the evening spoke detract- 
ingly of an absent person $ to my shame I mention 
it. O, ipy SQul| when wilt thou learn wisdom i 
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31. Low, and I trust humble, under a $ens(1 
of my failing yesterday; with renewed desires 
after more stability. 



Fourth Month, 1794* 

II. A renewal of strength at our silent week- 
day meeting. How do I love these seasons ! 

15. Company, &c. again to-day : something 
is certainly due to our friends y yet I should gladly* 
have retired awhile to feel after that meat which 
the world knows not of. 

16. Renewed desires after divine preservation '; 
yet but little time for religious retirement. Am 
thankful to feel, when this is sometimes the case^ 
Ae limiting power of truth near me ; preserving 
me in a watchful frame of mind. 

17. It was opened to my understanding, in my 
silent sitting, how offensive a lukewarm state is in 
the sight of God ^ and the prayer of my heart 
was, diatl might be preserved from it j and I was 
led a little to number my blessings. 

1 8. Renewed encouragement to follow the 

« 

Lord in the way of his leadings, at our week^^day 
meeting. What a loss do those sustain who miss 
these opportunities ! 

20. Beset with vain thoughts, to which I too 
much yielded j so that, when I went to meeting, 
I thought myself unworthy to approach Perfect 
Purity : yet such w^s his gra^iou^ ootv^t^^^xi^vyci^ 

D3 



4hat he stretched forth his sceptre, and drew me 
liear to him ; and bli^ssed me with his life-giving 
presence. Unmerited mercy 1 . • 

24" Was truly desirous that the work (which 
Z believe the Lord hath graciously begun in my 
heart) might not be marred on the wheel ; but 
there is surely no safety but in unceasifi^ watchful*- 
iiess« 



Fifth Month, 1794. 

3* This morning rose early; and spent some 
•hours in my chamber, profitably and pleasantly, 
in reading, writing, and communing with my own 
heart : favoured with the fresh descendings of hea- 
venly rain. Precious privilege, and delightful 
employment I' O, that the votaries of pleasure 
could but taste these refined and superior enjoy* 
inents ; surely they would be willing to part with 
the r perishable and sin-pleasing gratifications for 
this pearl of great price. 

14. Sat up part of last. night with my beloved 
parent ;, and n>y feelings much tried \irith an ap- 
prehension of his disorder settling in childishness. 
I have endeavoured to labour after an entire resign 
nation to the divine will, under this trying allot- 
.fnent ^ and though I cannot say I have attained to 
it perfectly, yet methinks I feel the sustaining arm 
of divine povver underneath, as an anchor to my 
wearied soul. May I be thankful enough. 



79 

15 . My dear father sotpething better today, 
having in a great measure recovered the use of his 
faculties, O, may I be thankful enough ; but h \» 
the Lord alone who can enable me so to be. 

i6. My dear father gradually recovering; so 
ventured to meeting to-day, where my poor ex- 
hausted mind was led as into fresh and green pas- 
tures. What can I render unto the Lord for all. 
his blessings ? 

26. A sweet contriting season in my chamber. 

30. Though I travelled for awhile as in a wil- 
derness; yet at Ungth was favoured with the 
springing up of the well of life, to my great re- 
freshment this morning at meeting. 



Sixth Month, 1794* 

3. Felt sweetly peaceful when I awoke this 
morning; methought the good Shepherd was 
near ; notwithstanding which favour was too un- 
guarded in my conversatioa in the evening : to my 
ill^ame I record it. 

5. Went to Guildford to meet Phebe Blakes 
and Elizabeth Copeland, two friends travelling in 
the work of the ministry : was made renewedly 
sensible of my own insufficiency for every goo4 
work. 

6. The above mentioned friends at our month- 
ly meeting to-day : Phebe Blakes led. in a close 
line; jet beJieve wa# much favoured*, ^^iot^o^ 
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me, to struggle with my own weakness, seemed^ 
all I could attain to : perhaps my mind was too 
outward ; yet endeavoured to set a double watch 
on that hand. 

7. Have been desirous this morning of arising 
and shaking myself from the dust of the earth: 
for surely we are often clogged with it in -our 
passing along. How does it retard our progrcsi 
Zion-ward ! 

10. My close attention to my dear father these 
several days, with other family engagements, have 
left me but little leisure for retirement ; yet trust 
I have endeavoured to keep near my good guide, 
who hath graciously stayed my mind under some 
inquietudes which have occurred. 

I3t. Our dear friends Mary Ridgway and Jane 
Watson came; an unpleasant evening owing to an 
illumination : the people very noisy and riotous. 
Was favoured with much quietness and calmness 
on the occasion, though they broke many of our 
windows. 

13. Our week-day meeting, which the afore- 
jaid friends attended, and a precious season it 
proved to my mind, and I hope to many others : 
Mary and Jane appeared excellently, especially 
dear Mary, who laboured in much gospel love 
amongst us, inviting those who stood idle in the 
market-place, to enter into the vineyard of their 
own hearts and work. 

15. Went to Guildford to meet our dear 
friends M^ Kidgway and Jane Watson, yet. 



ftit rather uneasy in leaving our owt\ meetingt 
which brought me into de^ contrition* O, may' 
Lever cherish this religious sensibility. The Lord 
was pleased in great condescension to visit me in 
my low estate, reviving my faith and hope in 
him. Dear Mary and Jane appfsared excel- 
lently, though in a close line. Returned to our 
evening meeting, which also proved a season o£ re- 
freshment. 

1 8. I accompanied my dear father to Alton, 
where we again met with our dear friends Mary 
Ridgway and Jane Watson. 

19.^ Was at a meeting appointed for the afore- 
said friends : I sat down in much weakness and 
emptiness ; yet being enabled to maintain the 
warfare, truth arose into dominion in my heart 
before silence was broken. Before we part)ed were 
favoured with a sweet cementing opportunity, in 
which dear Mary appeared iii testimony,^nd heart- 
tendering supplication that the Lord would, be 
pleased to be with them in the way they shoulii 
go» and also with us that staid behind ; ,and that 
we might be. as epistles written ;in each othem 
hearts. 

21. Came home, had 'a ^pleasant safe journey ; 
renewed cause of thankfulness. . 

25. My dear^father not quite so well : my fears 
much alarmed j yet endeavoured to keep quiet| 

and near that Rockj. which alone supports imder 
every trial. 

27« > My Jbeloved father feeUng himself pocorlyy 
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^:onctu Jed' not to go to meeting ; but afterwairdf 
went, and I with him : though late, it proved 
a season of divine refreshment^ silent as to 
words. 

30. Tried with the heat of the weather : yet 
several times in the day felt the attractive influence 
of divine love ; so that I trust I am not forsaken* 
Encouraging belief I 



Sbvknth Month, i 794. 

1. Some trials of patience occurred; which I 
did not bear with that meekness I might havt 
dan& : O, for kn increase of it as well as of every 
other virtue; surely I stand much in need of it> 
and it is often the engagement of my mind to pres^ 
after it. 

6. . Set off at half past four o'clock for our 
quarterly meeting; got there but a little before 
meeting, had not time sufficient to refresh our- 
selves, and the weather extremely hot, so that it 
was no easy matter to get my mind sufficiently 
abstracted from outward things: yet wa« not 
wholly- forsaken by the Shepherd ^f Israel, who it 
still watching over his little offes with a fatherly 
kindness; were favoured with the company of 
several valuable friends* 

7- A precious season to^y to my poor soul r. 
in which my strength and confidence in the Zjord 
was renewed ; notwithstanding the extreme heat 



«f the Weather isind smallness of the meeting-hous^. 
Sear Thomas Scattergood attended with many 
other valuable friends : I was enabled to get 
through the business to my humble admiration, 
yet trust the praise was rendered where ^ it was 
alone due^ well knowing from whence ability was 
received. Set out for home in the evening, which 
Vfe did not reach till midnfght. 

13. Though I sat down much emptied of all 
good this morning at meeting, yet was the Lord 
graciously pleased as formerly lo fill the empty 
vessel. Th^ evening meeting poorly attended, and 
alas ! but too few of the few, I fear, spiritually 
awake, so as to unite in labour for the arising of 
life. 

15. Feeling the bubblings up of the well- 
tpring of life this evening, I Retired into the gar- 
den, where I was enabled to sing unto it : inesti- 
mable favour ! - 



Ninth Moi^h, 1794;' 

27. Have been confined e^fit weeks tHiH day^ 
with a nervous fever ; seven of whicTi to my 
chamber, and mostly to my bed» The forepart 
of my illness was tried with poverty of spirit; my 
mind seeming to partake of the weakness of my 
body, so that I had scarcely str^ength to look to- 
wards thie Lord's holy liabitation. Yet I haVe 
reason to believe be was not unmiadfttloC m^|^ 
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for one night when I could not sleep from extreme 
restlessness, and feelingi as I apprehended, the dis- 
order increasing on me» I felt more than common 
anxiety as to the event : desiring if the solemn 
change was near, I might have an evidence of it^ 
In that trying season, it was graciously intimated 
that, however my sickness terminated, it would b« 
well with me. I write not this boastingly ; but 
then, as well as now, was deeply humbled under 
a sense of my own unworthiness of so great a 
favour. Tet it was an anchor to my soul, not 
only at that time, but during the rest of my illnesSi 
forbidding every anxious thought, and increasing 
my faith and confidence in His holy name, who is 
for ever worthy to be feared and praised. An^ 
now he hath been graciously pleased to restore it 
some degree my health and strength, which in 
creases daily, may I be enabled, through his hoi] 
assistance, to live to his honour, who hath thui 
poured unnumbered blessings on my kead : yet 1 
am often led to feel, and at times to mourn, mj 
lukewarmness and my proneness- to enter toe 
much into the spirit of this world ; so that I see ouj 
blessed Lord's injunction, to watch and pray, wai 
never more necessary than at the present time* 



Tenth Month, x 794^ 

•6. (Alton) Several days have again elapsed 
wtdKHit »DY remarki pirtlj owing to indispositiooA 
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partly to want of suitable opportunity. I haye Mill, 
at times, to lament my lukewarmness, at others 
have been favoured with the fresh descendings of 
heavenly rain, to the great refreshment of my 
weary mind. O, that increasing fruitfulness may 
appear. During this time my dear aunt Townsend 
fleparted this life, at Edinburgh, where she was 
on a religious visit. 

13. This day my beloved father was seized 
with an apoplectic fit ; under which severe trial I 
was supported beyond expectation : and through 
divine favour, before night, he was so far recovered 
as to speak. 

14. My dear father much better. Thomas 
Scattergood paid a religious visit to our family ; 
which was a stengthening opportunity to my poor 
weak mind ; what abundant cause of thankfulness 
does each day afford ! 

id. Have been humbled to-day under an ap- 
prehension that my gratitude for past favours has 
not been enough lively, and that I haye been too 
much off* my watch to-day. 

31. Favoured with near access to the throne 
of grace this morning in our silent gathering at 
meeting; and comforted in the renewed belief, 
that the glory is not yet departed from our Israel. 



Eletemth Month, 1794* 
a* Sat down at meeting this morning in much 
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poverty and weakness ; yet He who was pleased 
formerly to fill the empty vesseb, and remains to 
be the jpj and song of many generations, alse 
graciously condescended to make my cup to over- 
flow. 

7, A humbling season at meeting this mom- 
ing; yet think I hurried over the business too 
fast ; and divers friends calling in, my mind 
fpo much dissipated, so that on a review of this 
day I feel much dissatisfied with myself. 

13. Though a sense of some weaknesses at- 
tended me in these last two days, yet think they 
have not been spent vainly or wholly unimproved. 

16. I did not eat the bfead of idleness thiS' 
morning at meeting; though have no doubt but 
my labour was increased by my un watchfulness 
at first sitting doMrn, suffering my mind to wander 
hither and thither ; so that I could not easily get 
it centred ; yet the Lord was not unmindful of 
me. 

24. This day spent mostly in the service of J 
the poor. I mention this not as any thing meri-b 
torious, being well convinced how imperfectly I 
perform my duties, both religious and social. 
. 28. Favoured with, the fresh descendings of 
celestial rainy in our little silent gathering this • 
morning . 
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Twelfth Month, 1794. 
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3. *' Let him that thinketh ^e standeth take 
"heed lest he fall 5" -never was this advice more 
necessary to me, than at this juncture; who but 
yesterday was con^forted in the belief that through 
the assistance of divine grace, I was gaining some 
ascendency over the adversary of our souls' hap- 
piness, not only in a more circumspect walking, 
bat itk watching over my mind, naturally prone 
to a roving disposition. But alas ! am renewedly 
tonvinced, that the warfare is not completed. 

5. Dwelt much in the valley ; yet methought 
the dew rested on my humble habitation. 

9. These two days much occupied with conw 
pany, waiting on my dear father, attending my 
girlsy &c. so' as to leave but little time for religious 
retirement. 

12'. Suid at honxe frc»n meeting with my dear 
father; and the Lord, who. is not ccmfined to place 
or space, broke in upon m/soul with his life-giving 
presence, to my great comfort and refreshment* 
For ever praised be his excellent name, who is 
alone worthy. 

15. Fresh cause to moan my instability* Q 
my soul, when wilt thou learn wisdom ? 

16. Peaceful and quiet. 

19. My dear father seized with another apo- 
plectic fit ;, but not so violent as the former^ nor of 
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•o long duration. I was favoured to feel calnr- 
under this trying dispensation. 

20u Sat up with my dear father last night V 
in which season my mind enjoyed sweet solace. 

22. My beloved father favoured with a good 
mght ; awoke refreshed this morning, and his £1^ 
culties much restored. O, that I may be thanb*^ 
f ul enough for this renewed favour. 

24. My beloved father very low this evemng 9 ^ 
fearing the work had not kept pace with the day* - 
my mind sweetly contrited before the Father of 
Mercies, and encouraged- in the! belief that b? - 
would find acceptance. 

28. Measurably owned by Him (wlio is tb^ 
crown of all our religious assemblies), bodi in ott^ 
morning and afternoon meeting ; but got off. my 
watchrtoo soon in the latter. 

31. And now I am come tathe close of ano- 
ther year. What progress, O my soul, hast thou 
made in the heavenly- race ? ^ What increase of 
spiritual strength ? • I fear not much ; yet am 
thankful in believing I am preserved in a good 
degree of spiritual health : and thus much can I 
tay on behalf of a merciful Creator, that hitherto* 
nothwithstanding my manifold weaknesses, he 
hath hdped me.-. 
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First Month, 1795. 

I. And now, O my soul, mayest thou beg^ 
this year with renewed dedication of heart to the 
Lord's service- I desire so to do. Strengthen 
my feeble endeavours, O Lord, if it be thy will. 

9. A precious season this morning in our lit- 
tle silent gathering, my soul was prostrated before 
the Lord in deep reverence and thankfulness that 
he should deign to lift up the light-of his glorious 
countenance upon one so unworthy. 

13. Have been favoured at times to commune 
with my own heart and be still. By this means 
we are favoured by the light of truth to see what 
need we have of a merciful Redeemer. 

15. Not spent idly as to action, but gave way 
to vain and roving thoughts, for which J deservedly 
feel condemnation. 

18. A precious season this morning at meet- 
ing, was favoured to feel something of the seal of 
adoption on my spirit, for which unmerited mercy, 
all within me magnified the name of the Lord^ 
who lives and abides for ever. 

22. My apprehensions afresh awakened on 
my dear father's account ; a poor account also of 
a dear sister who is confined with a fever ; and 
what increases toy distress is, I cannot leave my 
dear father, to go and see her. 

27. The cares and perplexities of this world 
have too much occupied my mind, some of which 
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I fear I have not borne with that patience and sub- 
mission I ought to have done ; yet think I have 
laboured after this attainment. 

30. A good account of my dear sister. 



Second Month, 1795. 

• A thoroughly busy day, leaving the mind 
but little leisu'.e for spiritual improvement. 

<J. A precious season this morning in our lit- 
tle silent week-day meeting. O, that our luke- 
warm professors would but come, taste, and see 
for themselves, " that the Lord is good :'^ surely 
they would not be negligent in the attendance of 
these religious opportunities. 

11. Have been confined thetse several days by 
indisposition. I felt poor and weak every way, 
yet in a pretty quiet frame of mind. 

12. Have this morning waited at "Wisdom's 
gate, where J have been renewedly instructed and 
shown my own insufficiency for every good word 
and work. I love to be thus emptied and stripped 
of evefy filthy rag of self-righteousness, and to feel 
the Lord reign whose right it is, and who is alone 
worthy of all praise, dominion, and majesty. 

20. Favoured to feel the best of teachers near 
this morning in our little silent week-day meetings 
dispensing the bread of life to the hungry soul. 

21. Too impatient with my dear father to- 
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-day. O, for an increase of this excellent virtue ; 
K^iiich enables to bear all things with meekness. 



Third Month, i 795 . 

1. Mcthought my ;fnind resembled the barren 
heath or wilderness when I sat down in meeting 
to-day 5 neither dew nor fields of offering : yet was 
the Lord graciously pleased to bestow both these 
dirine blessings after waiting awhile, to him be 
the praise who is alone worthy. 

5. My close attention to my dear father, and 
frequent visits to the sick, joined to family con- 
terns, hath not left me much time for religious 
retirement this week, yet have believed I was in 
the way of my duty. 

6. Went t9 monthly-meeting this morning 
under much depression of mind (occasioned by 
tnj dear father's and uncle Kidd's illness), where 
mj strength and confidence in the Lord was re* 
newed, and I was in a good degree enabled to say 
« Thy will be done." 

8. A precious heart-tendering season at meet- 
ing to-day, though no ministering friend present ; 
methbught the minister of the sanctuary was 
known amongst us by the breaking of brehd. 

II. These several days too much occupied 
with outward things, so that the better part hath 
not been improved as much as it probably mighty 
had I been more retired in my mind. 
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tj. My soul thirsted this motnxng for tltf 
living God, who in great condescensicm appeared 
to mj comfort and refreshment, may I walk moie'' 
worthy-such unmerited favours. 

15. Though tried with a roving disposition 
when I first sat down at meeting this morning, yet | 
the Lord was pleased to bless my feeble endeavours ; 
to maintam the warfare, and graciously to lift i^ 
the light of his glorious countenance upon tot^ 
and, removing the spirit of heaviness, to give me 
the garment of praise. 

2 1 . This week hath been pretty fully occupied 
in close attention to my dear father, who bath 
beeitand continues very ill. 

22, My dear father better ; cause of thankful* 
ness. When I sat down in meeting this morning 
methought I felt the hovering wing of ancient 
Goodness, but getting off my watch lost ground, 
and was left for a while in a dry and barren spot* 
Tet I was desirous that I might not be tempted in 
the absence of my spiritual Moses to make to my* 
•elf a calf and worship it, as the Israelites did for- 
merly, and He who saw the sincerity of my heart 
was pleased to appear again with healing under hit 
wings. O, may I be enabled to make a suitable re- 
turn for such unmerited goodness and mercy* 

27. Favoured with a little of the brook by the 
way, in my solitary sitting this morning in tnj 
chamber. 

29. Was led this morning at meeting to num- 
1>er my blessiogs, and to acknowledge, in the deptl 
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of humility, my utter unwortfainess of the*manifold 

kindness and condescension of the Lord towards 

me ; and also to crave a continuance of his fa- 

Aerly care and providence over me, well know- 

tDg, from a fresh feeling thereof, that he was the 

centre of all good. 

31. My dear father seized with epilepsy, so 
dat for many hours we had not the least expecta- 
tion of his recovery. In this season of sore con- 
flict I found it necessary to repair to the Rock of 
my strength, and had not he graciously sustained 
me, surely I had fainted ; but in his wonted good- 
ness he was pleased to walk on the sea, and com- 
mand a calm, so that >my poor mind was brought 
into great quietness, and could in a good degree 
adopt the language of Thy will and not mine be 
4bne. 

Fourth Month, 1795. 

2. My dear father worse again ; ha^ been de- 
lirious all night, and still remains so : so that there 
is fresh need to apply for renewal of strength and 
resignation to the divine will. 

3 . Felt the hovering wing of ancient Goodness 
as I sat by my dear father's bed-side to-day ; and 
was comforted in believing he was made a partaker 
of the blessing. 

6. Went to Guildford to attend the quarterly 
meeting, beset with many fears lest I should not be 
able to go through the business* The meeting for 
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worship I thought a low season, but was helped ifl 
the meeting for discipline to get through the busi- 
ness to tolerable satisfaction ; to the Lord be the 
praise, to whom my soul bows in humble gratitude 
for all his mercies both ancient and ifew. 

p. The two last days taken up with company^ 
&c. yet when in company my soul hath at seasons 
flown to the ark of its rest, finding none in anf 
thing short of the divine excellency. 

26. Though I sat down at meeting this mom* 
Ing in much poverty, yet through the goodness of 
the Shepherd of Israel my little store was increase^, 
and my soul satisfied with his living presence. Uflr 
speakable favour ! 

28. My mind sweetly encouraged and anima- 
ted to press forward towards the mark, by reading 
the account of my dear aunt Townsend's last 
journey into Scotland. The perfect dedication of 
heart that appears, is comfortable, as well as hei 
peaceful close. May I so walk that my latter end 
may be like hers. 

30. . Had to feel and lament my natural prone- 
ness to evil. Surely, I often think, none more so, 
so tliat unless the Lord, who hitherto has preserved 
me (blessed for ever be his name!) be still gra- 
ciously pleased to watch over me, I shall yet, I fear, 
fall by the way: I love to feel my dependance, anii 
from whence my help cometh. 
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r»TH Month, 1795. 

3. Staid at home with my father in theifiom- 
ing. In the afternoon laboured according to 
ability ; when, after a while, the stone was rolled 
from the well's mouth, and my thirsty soul re- 
freshed with living water. Others also I believe 
were partakers with me in this unmerited blessing. 

8. Under much depression on account of a 
fresh scene of trial. O, that He, whabath seen 
meet to afflict, may be pleased to sustain through 
this trying dispensation. 

9. My mind sweetly encouraged this morning 
At meeting with a renewed evidence, that though 
the Lord afflicts he hath not forsaken. For ever 
Messed be his holy name. 

II. A time of close inward exercise this morn- 
ing, at meeting ; was desirous I might not get from 
under it, or off my watch, which I was enabled to 
maintain till the meeting broke up.' 

15. Humbled deeply under a sense of some 
Mures; yet was desirous of abiding under the 
purifying hand, that the wound might not be 
heafed deceitfully. 

21. These several days have been fully tak^en 
up with company and attending my dear father ; 
who has had another alarming seizure. 

24. A time of sweet solace in my solitary 
sitting in my father's chamber; while the family. 
were at meeting this morning* 
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fj. A time of much anxiety, my dear father' 
continuing in a very tried situation \ I laboured, 
though I fear bat feebly, after a thorough resigna- 
tion to the divine will. 
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Sixth Month, 1795. 

4. More comfortable and quietj for which fa^ 
Tour I think I have been truly glad. 

5 . I sat down in great weakness this morning 
at meeting, but after waiting patiently, the Lord 
was graciously pleased to arise : then were his ene» 
mies scattered, and my soul permitted to enjoy 
divine communion with him, whom I desire' to 
love better than riches or length of days. 

7. I found the adversary busy to-day at meet* 
ing in endeavouring to draw my attention from its 
proper centre j but received strength to overcome 
his stratagems, and was enabled to draw water out- 
of his reach. For ever blessed and praised be. 
Israel's Shepherd : who leadeth and feedeth his de- 
pendant children, yea, the least and meanest of his 
flock. 

11. A quiet and comfortable day. 

12. Divers calling in, I was too light in con- 
versation ; in other respects [a day] not ill spent. 

18. My mind affected, on hearing of the de- 
viation of several who stood in the foremost rank, 
apd ought to have been as waymarks. Surely it is 
eaough to make one of the hindermost of the flock 
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tremble, when the standard-bearers faint and 
give way. Double thy watch therefore my soul, 
lest thou also fall a prey to the. devourer. A sweet 
contriting season in my chamber in the evening. 

19. I think I did my best to-day at meeting*; 
but thought it a low season, to which bodily in* 
disposition contributed. 

21. Discharged an apprehended duty, in writ- 
ing to a friend, who I believe is straying wide 
fioom the true fold. 

25. Think I have been enabled to step along 
in safety these few last days, having frequently 
felt my good guide near. 

26. Though our meeting was silent to-day ^as. 
is often the case), yet I thought it was good to be 
there, and could say. Better is an hour spent iqi 
thy courts than x thousand elsewhere* 

27. Discharged my duty t«-day as an over- 
Mer, in giving an affectionate caution to a young 
womza of whom I had heard a painful circum- 
tance; which she resented highly. However, 
vas favoured to feel tolerably peaceful under it, 
relieving I had not moved in it in my own will. 

28. My mind strengthened in the belief that 
had acted in the above-mentioned affair as be- 

ame my station, though it met with so unfriendly 
L reception. I was desirous of keeping quiet under 
t, and of being preserved from harbouring any 
:esentment, yet keeping firm,- as the cause was nol 
ny own, and worthy suffering for. 

. E 
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Seventh Month, 1795. 

2. H4ve dwelt much in the valley ^ese fe^ 
dayS| yet have cause to believe the blessing hat 
rested upon me in my lowly situation, so that tl 
language of my soul has been. Return to thy res 
for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee. 
, 5. Went to Wandsworth to attend the qua 
terly meeting. 

6. The meetiifg to-day I thought unu$usJ 
favoured, a divine visitation seemed afresh e 
tended to the backsliders in our Israel. My sc 
was deeply bowed 4inder a sense thereof. 
tlie condescending goodness of Infinite Wisdc 
towards the workmanship of his hands j t 
meanest of which I often conclude myse 
Many strangers attended, among them Sarah H 
rison and Sarah Birkbeck. Returned home hu 
b!e and peaceful. Found my dear father as w 
as I left him. *^ What shall I render to the Ia 
*^ for all his benefits ?" 

7. I fear I have not felt sufiiciently grate 
to-day for the favour conferred yesterday. 

12. Staid at home in the morning with i 
dear father ; went to our afternoon meeting, wh< 
after some close labour I was graciously favoui 
with access to the throne of grace ; when my mi 
was unex3>ectedly drawn to supplicate for my d< 
father, that the Lord would be pleased to susts 
him in the solemn hour of death, whenever p 
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mitted, and finally admit him to th^ mansions o| 
eternal felicity. 

13. My dear father seized this morning with 
anodier epileptic attack. . 

17. My dear father again better though low* . 

23. This hath been hitherto a very trying 
week, which I have sometimes, borne with a goo4 
degree of patience and resignation ; at others not 
80 much so, as I should have done ; poor nature 
being overcharged : yet desire to labour after it, 
and that no repining thought may find room in 
mjr heart. ; * ^ ■ 

24. Saw in the light to which I desired to 
bring my deeds this morning at meeting, that I 
kkd acted disingenuously in a circumstance that 
had occurred in the morning ; though the motive 
that induced me* was to'spai'e another pain, yet 
lam not sure that it was justifiable. However, 
notwithstanding this failure, was graciously ad- 
mitted to the mercy-seat, where the sceptre of 
love was stretched forth. 

26. Sat down at meeting this morning, uncom* 
monly encompassed with infirmity, having given 
way' too much to unprofitable thoughts; yet being 
enabled to press through the crowd, and touch 
the hem of the garment which communicates 
healing virtue, found it as infallible as ever, to 
my comfort and thankfulness. 

31. Sat the forepart of the meeting in a de-* 
sert land where I could discern no path for my 
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feet; but after waking awhile, light was gra- 
ciously vouchsafed, and, the spirit of heaviness 
being removed, my -soul became arrayed with the 
garment of praiae. Yet even in this state found 
theenemy near with evil suggestions, but keeping 
my eye singly tlunk he- gained vne advantage over 
me* 

"Eighth Month, i795« 

.€• Went with Elizabeth Mblinc, ^s^ appoint* 
ment of the monthly meeting, to read the yearly 
meeting^s efMstles in those friends' families who do 
not attend meetings for discipline. We were 
enabled to give^ I trustj a little «uit^le counsel 
on the OGcasioiu 

jz. iFuUy dissatisfied with myself, and hac 
io exclaim with one formerly, << The heart is de 
'* ceitful above afH things :" under a humblinj 
sense of which I was deeply contrited, and beg 
j^ed for an increase of strength and wisdom. 
• f^. Had much, rubbish to dig through thi 
morning at meeting, before I could get to tb 
pur^ spring, yet had to acknowledge it was wel 
worth my pains; and that I was an unworth] 
partaker of such an inestimable blessing. 

19. Renewedly desirous this<morning of doub 
ling the watch, that nothing may be permitted t< 
enter and defile the temple, which the Holy Lon 
Qod is at times graciously pleased to visit. 
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a I. Wat afraid I had* done wrong this even-- 
ing in omitting an apprehended duty, giving way 
to creaturely reasoning and fear* 

14. My mind sweet and peaceful under some 
disquieting.circumstances. 



Ninth MoNtH, 1795:- 

• • 

1. These several day^ pretty fully take up 
with my beloved father, who had another, alarm- 
ing seizure :,. under which trial I have felt, as here? 
tofere, divine support near to sustain. 

2. An« unexpected sweet little opportunity to- 
day in my dear father's* chamber : in which 
George Dillwyn had to express his belief that the 
iope my fadier entertained of his- future well- 
being would never be permitted to perish. In 21 
iweet and encouraging manner- he enlarged a little 
on the duty and advantage of full resignation to 
the divine will. He had a public meeting this 
morning, which was to my apprehension a fa-- 
voured season* I spent the^ rest of - the day in 
sweet society; 

4« Our monthly^ meeting- In the silent part 
of the meeting for worship, my spirit sweetly 
tendered under the consideratioa of the many fa- 
vours vouchsafed. George DiUwyn appes^ed ac- 
ceptably in testimony^ Went- in the evening to 
Wanborough with some friends, where I spent the 
day with them^ I trust, in innocent cheerfulness* 
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• 6. Went this morning to Arundel with Morrii 
Birkbeck, jun. and the* aforesaid friends^ ^herf 
we met with many friends assemUed, and think 
it was a season of renewed favour. George Dill- 
wyn appeared in testimony and supplication^ 
After meeting parted with my friends, and re- 
turned home in the evening. 

8. A fatiguing day, yet found a little leisure in 
the evening to retire to the fountain of sure mer* 
ciies, where my spirit was sweetly contrited, and 
refreshed under the fresh feeling of the extensioft 
of divine regard. 

13. A precious little season in my deat 
father's chamber, while the familf were at meeC^ 
ing this morning. 

16. These last few days spenjt, well as to 
action, except some little impatience^ but have 
too much given way to unprofitable thoughts, sO 
that at times I have deeply mourned my instabi* 
lity } yet have again relapsed into the same dispo^ 
iition. Again I have sought after that Word 
which maketh clean, and though so unworthy^ 
have felt it to purify my vessel. I make this re- 
mark by no means boastingiy, but • to show the 
loving kindness of the Lord, who willeth our 
sanctification. ^ 

24. Rather a bustling day. Retired in the 
evening to Wisdom's gate, where I sat in much 
poverty and weakness» and was afresh convinced 
that nothing short of the key of David could give 
access to the fountain ai life* 
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27. The enemy, ever busy to betray, drew me 
off my watch to-day at meeting; so that I sus- 
tained loss, which I lamented. 



Tenth Month, . 1 795* 

1. The recollection of some weaknesses ac- 
companied my mind in looking over yesterday 
and to-day; but at time9 I have felt the. secret 
touches of my heavenly Father's love in which I 
had to rejoice. 

2. Was favoured to sit under the Lord's teach- 
ing this morning in our little silent week-day meet- 
ing ; for which blessing I desire to improve. The 
rest of the day fatiguing, and attended with a pain- 
ful circumstance to my mind, ta see youth trained 
tip in the way they should not go; and too wise in 
their own 'eyes, to receive instruction from those 
who have had more experience., 

4^ Went to- Esher to our quarterly meetings 
but was too ill to attend either of the sittings. 

9. Much better. A little renewal of strength 
lilis morning in my sitting in my father's chamber. 

14. Had fresh occasion to lament my prone- 
ness to evil, and. to see the subtilty of self-love, 
how it creeps into the most trifling actions of our. 
lives. 

16. A sweet contriting and instructive season 
in our little silent week-day meeting. Gave way 
to impatience in the mght withL..m^ de^t faribww^ 

E4. 
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which cost me some tears, and I earnestly besought 
an increase of strength proportioned to the trial o( 
the day. 

20 • Renewedly desirous of rising above the 
weakness of nature, and that I may know every 
bought and desire brought into subjection, and 
under the government of the Prince of Peace. 

23. Gave way to anger on a trifling occasioni 
for which I feel condemnation; nor has the rest 6i 
the day been so much improved as it might have 
been. 

25. Rather low times both morning and after* 
noon meetings. Mary Stacey had a strengthening 
opportunity, to my mind at least, in our familf 
in the evening. 

29. My time has been so much taken up tlut 
week with company, attending on r^^y dear father, 
Sec, as to afford but little opportunity for religious 
improvement ; yet think I have been enabled to 
step along with a good degree of circumspection. 

30. This morning's meeting a season to be 
remembered, for the fresh descending of heavenly 
dew; under which precious influence my soul 
was secretly and unexpectedly drawn forth to 
petition the Lord on my beloved father's account, 
that he might be his in the day that he made up 
his jewels ; and the sweetness which accompanied 
my mind gave me reason to hope my prayer 
Would be answeted. It is with a h^art replete 
^ith gratitude that I thus commemorate tlie gra* 
^ious dealings of the Lord. 
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Elevekth Month, 1795. • 

» " ' ■ 

My beloved father again seized with epU- 
r. 

My strength and confidence a- little renewed^ 
morning at meeting, which I esteem an inesti-- 
te' favour. My dear father gradually re* - 
;. HaVe had but little opportunity for reli- - 
} retirement these few days past ; and when I 

found and embraced it, I have thought my 
1 much resembled nature as to the outward, a 
?r season/ I could find but little verdure, or ^ 
ant fruf^; yet at other times have felt the * 
icting power of truth near, which ha« drawn ^ 
aiind into peaceful, quiet; <whick X esteem a ^ 
ir^ 

A roving lukewarm disposition too much i 
liled in the early part of the meeting; but the ^ 

Shepherd graciously condescended to stretch * 

the crook of his love, and gently draw me " 
rds' him . He was in abundant mercy pleased 
himate my* faith, .by afresh- disclosing the 
ty and excellent order of the new creation ; ; 

what perfect harmony every duty might be 
led, did wc dwell enough under the pure, 
iple of truth; no clashing^ no interfering one * 

another, but eadi performed in its allott^ i 
•n.. Then indeed should we know JetusalenM 
I a guiet habitation and a $a£e bidm^-\^)jc/^^* 
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16. Was favoured to lie ioifrn as besicle Ae 
itill waters this morning in our little silent week- 
day meeting. How unworthy, t must still repeat 
it, of such a blessing ! the rest of the week I fieaf 
not much improvedi yet in reviewing it do not 
feel much condemnation* 

27. This week hatli been so fully occupied in 
attending my dear fathers working for the poofy 
and visiting the sick, as to allow scarcely time; fot 
religious retirement ; yet I have believed from the 
peaceful state of my mind that I have been in my 
proper allotment. .Should these remarks ever 
meet any eye but my own, I hope the reader wiD 
not think that they are mentioned as any thing 
meritorious. Far be it from me! M^ll knowuH{ 
how very imperfectly I fill up my various duties ( 
and that the best, of us are but unpro^taU^ 
servants. 



Twelfth Month, 1795* 

6, Favoured with near access to the throne 0^ 
grace this morning in our silent meeting. When 
ihus permitted to ascend the mount, how are wc 
like Peter wishing to tabernacle there, unwilling tc 
return again to the earthy but remember, O m) 
soul, this is not thy resting place, and tiiat the 
full fruition of the crown is reserved for those 
^ho hold out to the end. Let the foretaste of tt 
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animate thee to press forward, that thou mayst so 
run as to obtain. 

12. The duties of this week, I trust, in a good' 
degree fulfilled. On a strict scrutiny I do not- 
feel any thing condemn me, but some little im*^ 
patience. 

17. When I awoke this morning I "found my 
mind drawn into sweet quiet. I was soon after 
summoned to my dear father, who was seized', 
with another attack, which was very severe in- 
deed : under which fresh trial I was preserved in » 
a good degree of calm resignation, and was thanks- 
fill that my mind had been prepared* 

20. Attended the general meeting, at Guild-- 
fiord ; which, though unusually small, was owned'. 
by Him who is the crown thereof. To him .be* 
the praise ascribed, who is alone worthy. 

27. A>favoured season this morning at meet-- 
ing, though no outward ministry. Yet those who» 
centred to the gift in themselves were favoured to 
know a teacher, that cannot he removed into a^ 
comer. Blessed privilege! 

31. This week hath I think altogether been^ 
spent in the service of others hitherto. I have hadi 
but little leisure for religious retirement, yet trustc 
I have been in my place. 



First Month, 1796. 

6. These two days well spent as to action^ 
but my mind iatoo lukewarm a^U\e 
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7* Took a solUary walk in the field, where 
the mildness of the season, and the beauty of 
the creation gilded by the rays of- the setting sun 
(notwithstanding it was mid-winter), awakened 
my soul to gratitude in contemplating the various 
blessings bestowed on poor fallen man, by the 
bounteous Author of all good;, who is so little ' 
teen and acknowledged in his works. And though 
contemplating his perfections made me feel my 
own nothingness, yet there is something so in- 
expressibly sweet in this humble state of mind (and 
the tears which accompanied it), that I am often led 
to covet it in preference to any odier ; for it is not 
at our command. 

8. Was desirous this morning, as is frequently 
my concern, to be weighed in the balance of the 
sanctuary, that so I might be favoured to see my 
Tarious deficiencies, and improve the future \ that 
at the solenm close I may not be found wanting. 

lo. In my silent waiting before the Lord this 
morning at meeting, I was comforted in the belief 
that notwithstanding my various weaknesses, love 
to him and his cause, had the pre-eminence above 
every worldly consideration. 

15. I believe there were a few gathered in the 
^liame of Jesus to-day at meeting, who were 
favoured to feel him preside amongst them. Ho^ 
much to be lamented that any should miss so great 
a privilege for want of centring to the pure gift in 
themselves ! 

17. The Qiorning not spent profitably} and^ 
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having company to dinner, my mind was so dissi- 
pated that when I sat down in meeting I found it 
har^i work to get it stayed. Mourning and self- 
f abasement were my portion ^ 'in which humbled 
state I was favoured to feel the healing waters flow, 
to my great consolation and encouragement. An 
unmerited mercy ! 

20. On recounting the varied blessings I enjoy 
(this momingr), the query revived, What lackest 
thou yet ? The grateful ackno\i^ledgment of my 
heart was, Nothings Lord, but a more perfect dedi- 
cation to thee, I and resignation of my will : in 
which I am fully satisfied our peace and safety 
consist. 

22. My dear father sleeping while the family 
were at meeting, I had a comfortable time in 
retirement in his chamber. 

24. Had a lukewarm spirit to combat with 
the forepart of the meeting y but after wrestling 
I while was enabled to flee to Him, whose name is 
a strong tower. 

29. Ha,ve been, much indisposed this week, 
and my dear father very restless ; yet my faith. an4 
strength a little renewed this morning at meeting, 
which 1 esteem a favour. 



■ • I 



Second Month, i796» 

2. Attended our motlthly meetings which 
proved a sweet instructive season, though held lA 
silence* 
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6. - My dear father had another alarming 
seizure this evening, under which trial was fa- |'^ 
youred to feel divine support. 

1 1. Came to Wanborough, in order to recruit 
a little my health ; having suffered by long con« 
finement and close attention to my beloved father. 

15. On reviewing the last few days find 
nothing to boast of, but my many infirmities both 
of body and mind } my feelings having been uncom- 
monly trying. 

20. Have spent the last few days pleasantly 
in the society of my kind friends, and feel myself 
better : cause of thankfulness ! 

23. A small company of us to-day at meeting; 
but was renewedly convinced of the truth of that 
declaration, ** Where two or three are gathered 
'* together in my name, there am I in the midst 
« of them.'* 

28. Was favoured this morning, in our silent 
toefeting, to sit under the teachings of the great 
Minister of the sanctuary, who is verifying his 
promise of teaching his people himself. Gracious 
condescension i 



Thihd Month, 1796. 

6. My dear father visited with another attack. 
That the afflictiong which surround us, and are 
dottbtless allotted in infinite >insdom, may ali work 
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together for good y and patiente have its perfect 
work, is the sincere prayer of my heart. 

II. Was in hopes while the family were. at 
meeting to have communed with my own heart 
and been still ; but was so much indisposed, chat 
I could not get my mind centred. Poor creature 
as I am ! • 

13. Not wishing to eat the bread of idleness, 
I laboured according to my measure, this morning 
at meeting, and my hungry soul was satisfied with 
the presence of him, who is invincible .r In the 
afternooti was beset with roving thoughts to which 
I too much yielded. 

17. A sweet solitary walk in the field this 
evening, rendered so by feeling something of the 
divine unction resting upon my mind. 

18. Sat at meeting this morning In a good 
degree of holy sil^nce^ where secret instruction 
was conveyed to my hungry soul, to my humble 
admiration. 

7.6* This week hath been ^o fully taken up 
Mrith company, &:c. as to leave me but little 
leisure, yet trust the better part has not been 
wholly neglected. 

27. On a review of this day, do not feel satis^ 
fied with myself^ though favoured with a degree 
of divine enjoyment in both our meetings, yet did 
^ot keep sted&stly on the watch. 



•^ * 
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FOURTH Month, 1796. 

I. A precious baptizing season in our little 
'week-day meeting, may I walk worthy- of such 
unmerited favours. 

« 3 . Found it hard work to get my poor' weak 
mind to any degree of settlement, so that on look- 
ing over the day find that nothing was dOe to the 
creature, but blushing and confusion of face. 

4. At meeting this morning my^ mind* was 
favoured to renew its strength, and enabled be* 
yond expectation to get through the business^ I 
hope to tolerable satisfaction. No praise due to 
the creature, well knowing from whence my suf** 
ficiency cdmeth I ^ 

8. An humbling isense of my manifold . infir- 
mities is the companion of my- mind ' this dayi 
How unable we are to preserve ourselves one 
moment ! Surely then there is need to watch unto 

prayer. 

12. I often feel the imperfections of my 
nature so forcibly, tliat the enemy is ready to sug- 
gest that it is in vain to maintain the warfare; 
but I remember he was a liar from the beginning, 
and that he is still seeking whom to betray. The 
good Shepherd, whose mercy is over all his works, 
still graciously extends it to me (the meanest of 
them I am at times ready to conclude), and ani- 
mates my faith to press forward, through the 
many encumbering things that retard my progress 
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Z ion-ward. What return can I make for all hit 
benefits ? O, that he may be pleased to enable me 
to make straight steps to my feet, fof he well 
knows my inability to take oae aright without his 
assistance* 

ai. My dear father ,much worse for a week 
past; and having company almost 'daily, my time 
has been much engrossed ; yet. think it has not 
been spent vainly. 

22. Found a little leisure this morning while 
the family were at meeting, and my dear father 
asleep, to retire to the Fountain of all good : when 
mjr mind was mercifully replenished with the sweet 
influences of divine regard. 
, 29. An huml>ling season this morning at meet- 
ing to my poor, very poor mind. 



Fifth Month, 1796. 

2. A thoroughly busy day. How often do I turn 
disgusted from the world, meeting with insincerity! 
May it have its proper effect and wean me from 
it, and induce me to press with more earnestness 
after a city which hath foundations. 

4. Sweetly and profitably spent! My mind 
being preserved in a watchful state, was favoured 
to feel the good hand near. 

8. My beloved father gradually dra^ng to- 
wards the solemn close. In this time of trial am 
thankful to feel my mind preserved iu awful (\uiet. 
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9* This day at half past four in the aftemooa. 
the solemn scene closed; and the spirit of m) 
beloved father forsook its afflicted tabernacle ; and 
is» I dcubt not, become an inliabitant of that city 
where sighing and sorrow cease. Blessed ex- 
change ! How consolating is the prospect ! This 
belief sustained my mind amid the pangs of 
separation ; but hearing in the evening the weak 
state my dear sister was in, it increased the tide 
of grief so much, that my feeble nature seemed 
almost overwhelmed. 

13. Graciously permitted access to the heal- 
ing fountain this evening, from whence I waS^ 
sweetly refreshed. 

14. Several of our relations and friends came 
in order to attend the funeral of my beloved father* 
After supper George Dillwyn appeared in an 
encouraging testimony, informing us of the sweet 
persuasion he entertained that he was landed safe 
in the heavenly mansions, exhorting those present 
so to keep their eye to the divine compass, that iu 
the end we may all arrive at the same port. 

15. Took an affecting leave of the remains of 
my beloved father, whose placid countenance 
looked sweet even in death. It was followed to 
the grave by a large number of relations, friends, 
and acquaintance. The forepart of the meeting 
I thought uncommonly solemn, considering the 
mixed company it was composed of. The silence 
which prevailed was remarkable; yet my poor 
mmd'was much deserted till towards the conciu». 
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si^n ; and at the grave the healing balm was dis- 
pensed to my humble admiration and thankful- 
ness. After dinner our dear friends left us, 
parting under a solemn covering in sweet fellow- 
ship, my mind being deeply bowed undet a tense 
of the manifold favours conferred on us, 

i8. These several days • spent in quiet ; I 
believe the good Shepherd hath been near. I 
ha?e felt something of the extension of his divine 
crook both in my uprisings, and lyings-down. 0> 
that I was more worthy of such continued con- 
descension.- 

20. Our week-day meetingi a season I longed 
for J yet on my sitting down felt- encompassed 
with poverty; but after a patient waiting, the 
Itone was graciously rolled away from the well's 
mouth, and as [the spring] arose, I was enabled 
to sing unto it. I write not these things boast-» 
ingly 2 but as memorials of the lOving-kindness of 
the Lord to such an unworthy creature. 

31. Went to Guildford to our monthly meet- 
ing, where, after a time of drought, my soul waSL 
sweetly refreshed, as by a brook by the way. 



Sixth Month, 1796. 

5. The forepart of the meeting sat in dryness, 
but having my eye single to the Lord,^^ he was 
jrraciously pleased to make the desert rejoice and 
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blossom as the rosci by his life-giving preseocei 
The afternoon a dull heavy meeting,. 

I2» Though not favoured with sa sensible an 
enjoyment of the divine presence as at some other 
seasons ; yet was preserved in a quiet frame of 
mind, and in a good degree of watchfubiess: is 
which I believe I was accepted. 

1 8. Though I have had but little leisure for 
retirement this week past^ yet have been favoured 
to feel good near me at times. 

19. ^ Seasons of renewed favour, both morning 
and afternoon meetings ; in the former something ' 
of the vision of the holy waters was opened to my 
understanding. 

22. Feel low and poor every way, 
26. Methought the spring lay low, requiring 
deep labour to get at it 5 which however wa| 
blessed, being favoured with a little of its arising. 



Seventh Month, i796, 

3.- Thomas Scattergood, with other friends, 
attended our quarterly meeting to-day [at Wands- 
worth], which was a deeply baptizing season, not 
soon to be forgotten, by some present. Oh, the 
long-suffering of a merciful God, who is stDl 
extending his visitation to a backsliding generation! 
How was my soul bowed under a sense of it ! 

4, The divine sweetness which attended my 
mind, soon after my sitting- down to-day at me^t- 
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.flg, I thought was worth cominj^ so far for ; had 
[ been favoured with no other enjoynaent ; and the 
prayer of my heart was that I might }?e preserved 
under its precious influence, during the sittings, of 
the meetings both for worship and discipline $ 
which was in good measure the case. 

5. Came to town in the evening, called on 
George Dillwyn to take leave of him, before his 
embarkation for Germany. We had a sweetly 
contriting season together, and parted, I trusty 
\inder the influence of best love y not knowing we 
diould ever meet agsun in mutability. 

6. [Went3 to Chelmsford in the afternoon, 
desirous to retain a grateful sense of the favours I 
have been made a partaker of, 

10. Was very desirous that the great worjk of 
redemption might be carried on to the praise of 
Him who is able to eflVct it. 

18. Went to the monthly meeting at Col- 
chester ; which appeared^ like many others, in % 
weak low state ; yet was favoured with a quiet 
refreshing' season in the meeting for worship. 

22: Went this evening to Stortford, to attend 
a public meeting appointed for Thomas Scatter-* 
good, the silent part of which was a season of 
sweet solace to my miad ; yea, it seemed for a 
short space, as though it was swallowed up in the 
divine immensity; and was, like Peter formerly, 
desirous of tabernacling there, unwilling to return 
again to earth and earthly things^ to a state of 
warfare. 
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23* Thomas Scattergood came to Stansted, I 
had some of his company, but was so unwell I 
could not enjoy it as I should otherwise have 
done, . I began to consider the enjoyment^ I had 
been favoured with the evening before, as a pre-' 
lude to a severe illness, or my final change, undet 
which I was favoured with a quiet resignationtL 

24. Feel much better than I had reason to tit 
pect from the violence, of the seizure. May I be 
sufficieQtly thankful. 

28. Thomas Scattergood (with George and- 
Elizabeth Gibsqn) came aga;in to Stansted this 
morning, and had a public meeting with .the 
neighbours, and was favoured in a more eminent 
manner than I had before heard him. How^did 
the bowels of divine compassion seem to yearn 
towards the people ! The gospel was truly preached* 
to the poor in spirit ; but Oh ! I found it was to 
many only like a pleasant song. How discoura- 
ging this mu?t be to the poor exercised messengers^ 
who are thus evidently sent to the highway^ and 
hedges with an invitation to the marriage-feast, I 
think I sat amongst them in humility. and fear, 
desirous that if I was not in any degree able to; 
assist these favoured instrurxients by the exer- 
cise of my spirit, as I concluded I was not, that I 
might not add to their burden by unwatchfulness# 
Spent the rest of the day in sweet society. 
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Eighth Month, 1796. 

6. Came home, and found all relations gene- 
rally well, which, with the many other favours 
Bestowed on me, I desire to live under a grateful 
tense of, and improve to my eternal advantage. 

ii. On a retrospection of the last few days^ 
think they have not been spent altogether unpro* 
fitably ; yet have sometimes given way,, as usual, 
too much to a roving disposition ; at others have 
felt the restricting power of truth near, sweetly 
bounding my thoughts and desires. 

12. Was enabled this morning at meetings 
through adorable mercy, after a time of labour, to 
offer up. the sacrifice of thanksgiving for mercies 
both ancient and new. 

18. Afresh humbled under a sense of my 
Weaknesses; and. sincere desires arosei for preser- 
ration and renewed strength to walk uprightly 
before the God of my life. 

23. Having a word of reproof to hand to a 
delinquent, it induced me to turn inward, and see 
how things stood there, which humbled and con- 
trited my spirit before the Lord, desiring him to 
search out every thing offensive in his pure sight : 
being afresh convinced that the . work belongs to 
him, for without him we can indeed do nothing. 

21* Feeling some wrong dispositions arising^ 
found it safest to recur to the Fountain of living 
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mercies for strength to subdue thenii and to im» 
plore the continuance of his protecting providence. 1^ 



Ninth MontHi 1796. 

14. These several days pretty much takes up 
with company, and preparing for a journey, and 
my mind too much occupied with trifles. 

1 6. A temptation presented on my first sitting 
down at meeting, which my weak mind was too 
much inclined to join in with ; but happily seeing 
die snare, I was enabled to flee to Him, whose name 
is a strong tower, who gracioifsly condescended to 
bless my feeble endeavours, and give ability to 
mount a little upward, and render him the praist 
of his own work, who is for ever worthy thereof. 

15. After some exercise, my mind was ga- 
thered in a good degree into the silence of all 
flesh \ where the Father was, I humbly trust, wor* 
shipped in spirit and in truth. 



Tenth Month, 1796. 

• 

6. Had humbling views of myself to-day at 
meeting j yet, if I know my own heart, I love 
these stripping seasons, love to see self laid low;i 
and of no reputation at all, that the Lord may be 
alone exalted, who is worthy thereof for ever. 

8. Have felt something of an unusual sadness 
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lis day or two past, which hath caused some 
carching of heart. O, that it abode more fully 
mder divine influence^ that its |;oings might be 
established. 

12. Sitting down in a good degree of humility 
and nothingness, my vessel was replenished with 
beavenly oil, which greatly cheered my drooping 
nind, and encouraged me to hold on my way. 

i6. Though I went to meeting in much po-> 
mty, and beset with unprofitable thoughts, yet 
va soon favoured to feel an awful solemnity 
cpier my mind, under which was preserved At 
greater part of the meeting. 

23. Think I did not eat die bread of idleneii 
to-day at meeting, having to struggle tieith my 
n^aoifold weaknesses : yet am thankful at times to 
iieel the warfare maintained. 

a6. Reached Bristol late this evening after a 
iadguing journey* 



Eleventh Month, 1796. 

■3* t)ear Sarah and Hannah. Srephenson called; 
^n us, and we had a comfortable sitting together 
n my dear sister's chamber. Sarah was led in an 
mcouraging manner, and had to mention the bles- 
dng which rested on the head of Joseph, desiring 
t might be ours. 

6. Was enabled to break through a host as it 
ivene, and drinJs: a little of the water tVval U .\Vf^^ 

P 
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the gate of Bethlehem j for which unmentel 
favour my soul praised the Lord, who is alone 
worthy for ever. 

10. At the evening; meeting, my poor soul 
much encompassed with weakness and infirmity: 
but waiting patiently and humbly at Wi'doip's ,j 
gate, the clouds were at length dispersed, and the 
Lord, in his great goodness, blessed me with thi 
lifting up' of the light of hi^ glorious countenance. 
I5« A time of poverty and desertion thif 
morning at meetings so that my poor soul was led 
to crave the crumbs that fall from the table, like 
the poor Gentile formerly, if \inworthy to par^ 
take as a child of the heavenly family^ ■ . 
* 25. Having omitted to minute down the sever 
ral last days for want of suitable opportunity, I do^ 
not recollect particulars ; but this I ' know that ! 
never had more humbling views of myself than of 
late ; and strong desires have been raised at tixneSf 
that I might be enabled to walk more faithfully in 
the path of self-denial and the daily cross. 

28. Called on several friends^ intending to 
leave Bristol in a day or two, and spent about an 
hour profitably and pleasantly with dear Hanoah 
Stephenson and her aged mother. 



Twelfth Month, 1796^ 

8. These last few days spent pleasantly in the 
society of beloved relations ; and wojuld hope not 
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ether tmprofitably. ^My brother and sister 

ing left us, my dear mother and selfy now 

g down together in our quiet habitation, 

:fu], I trust, for the many favours we are made 

kers of. 

. These last few days spent well as to 

1, as far as I know ; but have given too much 

de to my roving mind, 

. A time of great desertion and poverty this 

ing at meeting; which, I trust, profitably 

lied my poor mind* 

A trying time this morning at meeting. It 
id as if the severity of the weather had 
d all hearts. Mine was too lukewarm, I 
under an humbling sense of which I went to 
ternoon meeting, which unexpectedly proved 
et, contriting season. 

Part of this week hath been much taken 

endeavouring to establish a fund for the 

of poor women in child-bed; and hitherto 

net with encouragement and success, beyond 

tation. It hath been humbling to my poor 

that my feeble en4eavours should be blessed, 
lat so mean an instrument should find favour 
he people; which I* considered the Lord's 
» and have earnestly desired that I might not 
ite any thing to tlie creature \ but might be 
ved from this snare, well- knowing that I can 

lould seem that her brother and natet rctotned witk 
1 Brittol. 

Fa 
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do nodiing ariglit, without the assistance of tkt 
wisdom^ wluch is alone profitable to direct. 



First Month, 1797- 

I. I was enabled this morning at meeting to 
cast down every crown as at the footstool of Jesus. 
The afternoon was a season of poverty : owing, I 
fcar, to liikewarmness. Poor unstable creature! 

5. This week, like the last, has been mostly 
spent in the service of the institution I have been 
endeavouring to promote^ ti\d which has been 
successful beyond my niost sanguine expectations. 
It has been truly pleasant to sec with what cheer- 
fulness most of the subscriptions have been given. 
Yet even here I hive found abundant cause <rf 
watchfulness. Self, busy self, would fain put in 
for a share: which hath caused, I trust, a godly 
jealousy, lest I should attribute any thing to the 
creature ; and a fear hath also prevailed, lest I 
should, in any respect, balk my testimony in my 
frequent intercourse with the gentry ; which must 
necessarily occur in the establishment of such an 
institution ; but think f have hitherto been enabled 
to steer pretty clear (though not without my bufiet- 
ings) which is cause of humble thankfulness. 

9. Attended our quarterly meeting at Kings* 
ton, which was very small, and, I thought, an 
affecting low season j the weakness of our situ- 
ation being so apparent, and yet no wav seemed 
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J to open to mend it. It seemed to me as if the 
^few sincere- hearted amongst us were not sufficient 
for these things. 

15. A season of encouragement this morning 
;,^ meeting ; being favoured with a renewed evi- 
ileBce that I. had an interest in Him, who is the 
leloved of souls. The afternoon^ the little while 
I got my mind stayed, was humbling. 
,17. This week hath mostly been devoted to 
Ae service of others, and I would hope not spent 
Boprofitably ; yet fears and doubts do at times so 
eocompass my poor mind that I am ready to fear 
I do nothing aright* 

22. Times of proving again to-day, both morn- 
ing and afternoon, yet my mind a little relieved 
from the pressure it lay under, 

25. 1 have endeavoured to perform tie duties 
of these several days past faithfully, in Jowliness 
and a good d ^gree of fear. That I may be pre- 
served so to the end of time is my sincere desire. 

27. A time of sweet encouragement aftbrded 
me this morning at meeting, so that my soul leaned^ 
as it were, on its beloved. Inef'timable favour ! 

29* My strength and faith in the Lord re- 
newed, so that I could put my trust under the 
shadow of his wings; yet the close exercises of 
mindj which have of late attended, have not yet 
wholly left me, nor do I wish it (I think) till the 
Lord's time, which is ever the best. Too un* 
watchful in the afternoon meeting. 

■ F3 
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Second Month, 1797. 

3. Though I had to wrestle awhile fo 
blessing, this morning at meeting, yet was no 
empty away: such is the continued kindness 
gracious Providence to, I am often led to thin 
meanest of his works. 

5. Again plunged into the deeps. May 
frequent baptisms tend to my purification : 
enable me to endure with patience and resigi 
every dispensation of unerring wisdom ; until 
made conformable to his holy will in all thin 

9* Methought the language of the poor ] 
can became me best this morning at meeting 
at times my mind has been a little cheered 
the belief, that He, whom I desire to serve 
not only seen my lowly walking before him o; 
hut that his blessing hath rested upon me } tl 
at other seasons I could not discern it, 

19. My thirsty soul replenished with a lil 
the wine of the kingdom this morning. Ho^ 
worthy such a favour I esteemed myself ! 

26. The meeting I thought measurably c 
by Him, who is the crown of all our assem 
and the prayer of my heart was, that he 1 
be pleased to enable me to walk before him 
acceptance. This is what at times I am ! 
aspire after more than any temporal blessing, 

£8. I fear I have not so fully borne the 
as I should have done. 
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Third Month, 1797. 

2. My mind more tranquil and comfortable i 
jet have daily to experience that weakness and 
infirmity are my companions. 

3. Though I could only touch the hem of his 
. garment to-day at meeting, yet I found virtue in 

it; and thought it an un$peakable favour diat I 
should be permitted to approach the Beloved of 
souls : one so unworthy and so remote from his 
bfinite perfection. - 

5. A season of poverty in the morning meet- 
ing; though I was enabled to keep pretty much 
on the watch. In the afternoon, on my first 
sitting down, a temptation presented itself, to 
which I too much yielded for a time *, but. the 
good Remembrancer being near, soon brought me 
bto the valley of deep contrition, where I was 
favoured to experience reconciliation. 

9* . My mind hath been much in the valley 
these last few days ; where I find it safest to keep. 
10. Was comforted to-day (at meeting) in the 
renewed belief, notwithstanding the desolation 
which prevails, that there are still a remnant yirho 
are preferring Jerusalem to their chief joy. 

15. Am still made to feel my weakness and 
insufficiency for every good work: yet frequent 
are my desires to be directed by a wisdom supe- 
rior to my own; even that wisdom which comes 

F4 
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from above> and is alone profitable tt- direct 
through this state of probation. 

19. My mind felt this morning like the barren 
heath in the wilderness, insensible when good 
comes } or, at least, not in a capacity of receiYing 
it. In the afternoon the searching wine was & 
peiised, yet not wholly unaccompanied with consO"' 
lating oil ; to my humble admiration^ thinkinf 
myself unworthy such a favour. 

24. A precious baptizing season in our Httle 
week-day meeting, in which my soul was enaUei 
to sing of mercy and of judgment. 



Fourth Month, '797« 

2. My mind gathered into a sweet quiet 8OO0' 
after I sat down in meeting, which, in a gooj 
degree,, remained during the sitting, notwkhttand« 
ing some interruption. The afternoon a painful 
season, wishing to feel life more than words. 

3. Dear Sarah Stephenson much faroured to* 
day (I thought) in testimony, and upon the whole 
k was a season of renewal of strength. 

4. Accompanied dear Sarah Stephenson and 
Mary Jefierys to GuUdford, in order to attend a 
burial and our monthly meeting. Sarah Stephen- 
son appeared largely and excellently, and I thought 
the crook of divine love was once more, in 
abundant mercy, stretched forth to the wanderers. 
Oi that they would be gathered. 
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. Have spent this w^k much aIon6 in tran- 
tjTj and have, at times, felt my mind clothe4 
the incomes of that peace which passetti th^ 
rstanding of the natural man. 

A time of wading this morning, yet M^as 
ed to maintain the watch with a good degree 
ithfulness, and had to remember an exprefr- 
of dear Thomas Ross, * Expect not to rise 
li when the seed lies low j' which I believe 
he case in this meeting. 
. Having my mind. unsettled before I went 
eeting I fared but pOorly there. In the afteiii- 
, going with full purpose of heart to settle 
1 in the quiet, and mind my own business, 
favoured with a little of the refreshing 
ms of that river, which makcth glad the 
e heritage of God* 



Fifth Month, 1797. 

. I fear this week hitherto has not been $0 
k improved as it ought. 
I. I found the tempter near to-day, on my 
sitting down at meeting; but, after struggling 
ile, was enabled to close my eye, and shut my 
to his false suggestions, and repair to Him 
is the healer of breaches and restorer of paths. 
^ This morning, proved a season of sweet ' 
tsbment, though humUed under a sense of my 
orthoaess to jqtpro^di peifea Fixdt^% 
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21. Attended Oracechurch-street* meeting M 
morning and afternooni which were measurs^lf 
owned bj Him, who is the crown of all our reli* 
gious assemblies ; though I suffered loss for want 
of more watchfulness in the latter meetings 

24* A precious season this morning at meet- 
ing, in which the baptizing virtue of truth was 
eminently felt to attend the gospel labours of 
divers of the worthies present. ' 

25. Attended two sittings [of the yearly meet- 
ing] and a comn^ittee. My mind humbled under 
• sense of my dwarfishness, seeing the beauty and 
dignity witii which the Lord hath ad#med manyof 
my sisters, who have trodden with more unerring 
feet the path of self-denial, and more faithfully 
followed him in the way of his requirings. 

28. Attended Gracechurch-street meeting 
morning and afternoon, the latter particularly 
favoured, through the ministry of divers friends \ 
yet my poor mind so stripped that I could partake 
but in a very small degree of the good extended : 
which was humbling. 



Sixth Month, 1797. 

7. Came home and found my relations well, 
which I esteem an additional favour to those 
already received ; may I walk worthy thereof. 

16. Under a sense of the manifold blessings 
and benefits conferred upon mci the language of 



my soul to-day at meeting was, ^hat can I ren^ 
der unto thee, O Lord, for them ? and I returned 
sweetly refreshed, believing his continued regard 
was still extended towards me ; though such an 
unworthy creature. 

22. This week hitherto 3pent mostly in the 
service of the poor; and though my mind has not 
been so inward as it ought, yet the better part has 
MOt been wholly neglected. 

23. I sat down at meeting this morning in a 
sweet quiet frame of mind, from which I hoped a 
good meeting ; but felt some obstruction, whether 
in myself or others 1 know not, that I could not 
move forward until near the close 5 when the scep- 
tre was in gracious condescension extended, and 
my r.oul was admitted into the presence of its best 
beloved, to its humble rejoicing. 

25. Had to struggle ag&in this morning a con- 
siderable time, before the stone was removed from 
the well's mouth ; yet when that is, through di- 
vine assistance, effected, we can acknowledge it is 
well worth all we can do or suffer for it. In the 
afternoon my mind was much humbled and con- 
trited, under a fear that I should not hold out to 
the end ; not from any doubt of the sufficiency of 
a merciful and kind Providence, but from a deep 
sense of my manifold frailties. I was led to crave 
. preservation from the devourer. 

30. Was enabled to turn into the vineyard of 
my own heart, where I found still much to do 5 
and also to look over what I apprehended the statp 
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of some otiiersi where I found c:iuse of mooroing M 
on their account as well as my own. 



Seventh Month, 1797. 
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3. Our quarterly meeting at Wandswortbt 
which 1 thought a season of precious favoufi 
though I was led as into the stripping-room ; y^ 
never find I get through the business of the meet- 
ing so well, as when unclothed of all self-su^ 
ficiency ; which was in a good degree the case ^* 
this time ; being made sensible that I perform^^ 
it in a strength superior to my own. 

7. Our monthly meeting. The meeting fo^ 
worship rather a low time to my feelings j whiclw 
was perhaps owing in part to suffering my mind 
to be disquieted about trifles before I went to it. 

.14. An humbling stripping time to-day at meet- 
ing ; wherein my righteousness appeared as filthy 
rags, and I saw a deficiency I had been guilty of 
•as overseer; which I endeavoured after 'meeting 
to rectify, and though in much weakness, felt a . 
degree of peace attend this little discharge of 
duty, 

24. My walk this evening rendered truly de- 
lightful, by some unexpected proofs of gratitude 
in some poor people; yet desired to attribute no- 
thing to the creature, but felt thankful for ability 
afFotded to render any little services to those of 
' that class. 
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28. After struggling a while to-day at meeting 
with a lukewarm spirit, was favoured with access 
to the throne of grace, where my soul was re- 
newedly enamoured with the beauty and excel- 
lency of perfect holiness, and led to aspire after it, 
as the greatest of all attainments. 



Eighth Month, 1797. 

9. The spring of life I thought lay low to- 
day at meeting, that it required labour to get at 
it J but when so favoured we can acknowledge it 
an abundant recompense, far, very far, beyond our 
deserts. 

12. Felt the divine presence near me this 
evening in a solitary walk, which brought every 
faculty of my soul into sweet quiet, and reverent 
thankfulness. 

16. My soul replenished with heavenly bread 
to-day at the little week-day meeting 5 for which 
favour I desire to be made thankful enoughs 

27. Sitting down to-day in a good degtee of 
passiveness to the divine will, my vessel was re- 
plenished with a little of the wine of the kingdom. 

30. Was enabled to say to-day at meeting, 
from a degree of living experience, ** I know that 
" my Redeemer liveth," For ever blessed be His 
name who is dealiilg thus bountifully. That he 
may be pleased mercifully to carry on and perfect 
his own work, b.what my soul cravesl v ^ 
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Ninth Month, 1797. 

1. How are the Lord's mercies renewed every 
morning ! I was favoured to feel his sustaining 
arm near me in the morning meeting ; and a com- 
fortable hope attended that he was redeeming from 
every corruption. O, that I mfty be preserved from 
marring his excellent work, 

7. I do not know that my actions have been 
condemnable; but the state of my mind has 
seemed little else than weakness and folly. 

17', The morning meeting a low season to my 
own particular. In the afternoon bowed under a 
sense of weakness and imperfection; yet enabled to 
crave help, and a little encouraged in the belief 
that amidst all, love to the divine excellency had 
the pre-eminence in my heart. 

22. Was favoured to sit, as under my own 
vine to-day at meeting. Inestimable privilege! 
may I ever prize it. 

29' Endeavoured to press through the crowd 
of encumbrances to-day in our little silent meeting) 
which I found hard work 5 yet towards the con- 
elusion my labour was measurably blest » 



Tenth Month, i797» 
14. My reflections on myself humiliating} 
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yet I trust my desires after more stability wero 

sind are sincere. 

15, Found it not an easy matter to get my mind 
centred beyond the fluctuating things of this life ; 
yet my labour wad not altogether in vain, blessed 
be the name of the Lord. 

17. That the Christian's life is a continual 
warfare, is often verified in my experience* It 
seems to me that mine will never cease on this 
tide the grave ; yet I sometimes think if I am but 
enabled so to maintain it as to reach the desired 
port, all afflictions and trials will seem but as 
the dust in the balance, compared with the joys of 
eternity. 

22. It appeared to my weak faith and patience 
like the third watch, ere i could meet with the Be- 
loved of souls, to-day at meeting: and even then 
but a small manifestation of his being near $ yet 
that was and is ever precious. 

25. I sat down to-day at meeting in a luke^ 
warm' disposition, with which I had to struggle a 
considerable time; but the go«d Shepherd df 
Israel being near, at length extended help to those 
who had no might of their own. For ever blessed 
be his holy name, he was pleased to remove the 
spirit of heaviness, and clothe with the garment 
of praise. 

Eleventh Month, i797» 
I. I think I can with sincerity say, fiat 1 love 
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to meet the Lord in the way of his judgments, 
because they have hitherto been mixed widi 
mercy» so that they are sweet to my taste. Thus^ 
though it was a season of inquisition, to-day at 
meeting, yet it was precious to my soul, which 
aspired after that complete redemption which 
can alone fit me for the society of the spirits of 
the just made perfect, and qualify to sing the 
praises of redeeming love. 

5. Though enabled in a good degree to maintain 
the watch this morning, yet sat in much poverty 
of spirit, under which I desired to be resigned to 
the divine will, not doubting but it was most con* 
venient for me. In the forepart of the afternoon 
I was so unwatchful as to give way to a roving 
disposition, which brought sorrow and contrition; 
though I believed weakness and lakewarmness 
prevailed mournfully over the meeting : yet lliat 
was no excuse for me, but ought to have excited 
to double diligence. 

*]. On recounting my blessings I am led to 
believe that I am favoured with both spirituals and 
temporals beyond thousands. O, my soul, it does 
indeed highly behove thee frequently to ponder 
how much thou owest unto thy Lord. 

9* Though a season of some conflict to-day at 
meeting (feeling the tempter near to draw me 
from my watch) ; yet witnessing preservation, 
was enabled, I trust, to perform that worship 
which is alone acceptable in the sight of God, 
because h is of his owti pfepartng. . 
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75. Sat under the teachings of the best of MU 
listers, who veriiy teacheth as never man taughl: 
even the precious anointing. 

28. Our monthly-meeting : in which I Mras 
led into a state of mourning over the desolation 
which prevails not only in the land, but in our 
kigUy favoured society. 



.Twelfth Month, 1797. 

I. Sat in our little silent week-day meet- 
^g, in a good degree of self-abasement. 

14. This week) much devoted to the service 
Mothers, mostly the sick and poor ; yet have had 
^ seasons to feel my own manifold weaknesses. -' 

17. A tittle renewal of strength tcvday at 
meeting, yet humbled in the evening under the 
consideration how far I loitered bdibid tnanyt in 
the heavenly race. 

24. Still buffeted with weaknesses, and 
ashamed to appear a fool in the eye of the worldly 
wise. May strength be graciously a£brded to give 
up to what I believe is required of me} though 'I 
doubt not but it will appear to some like straining 
at a gnat ; yet obedience can alone bring peace in 
small as well as great things. 

29. A trying week to my feelings divers ways 
hitherto; yet methought a little light sprang up 
to-day at meeting. 

30. My state ^of mind to-day seemed com* 
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parable to' poor Jonali'5 when his gourd was 
withered ^ but more tranquil in the 'evening. 

31. My strength and faith in the all-sufficienqr 
of God a little renewed, in my silent, and I think 
I may add humble, waiting before him at meeting. 
Thus closes the year 1797. 



FiBST Month, 1798, 

I . Attended our quarterly-meeting at Dorking, 
where my poor miiid laboured under so much 
discouragement that I did not seem in a capacity 
to receive good if offered ; but it appeared to me 
a low time every way, though no want of words* ^ 

3. Still moving on under much depression, 
and at times my poor mind seems so overcharged 
that I thinkmy bodily health will sink under it; 

4. A little revived to-day, having been en^ 
abled to lean on my heavenly anchor, who can 
alone command- the winds and the waves, and 
they obey Him. 

5. Our monthly-meeting y in which my con& 
dence in the Lord was sweetly renewed. 

12. This week hath passed quietly: I have 
measurably borne the cross, in which I have found 
peace. A season of refreshment to-day in our 
little silent week-day meeting. 

ip. I sat down in much weakness to-day at 
meeting ; yet after labouring a while, was gra^ 
ciously permitted access to the fountain of living 
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waters,, whereby my soul was sweetly replenished 
and encouraged to press forward, through the' 
many hindering things which surround my path. 

26. Met, previously to going to meeting, with 
some vexatious occurrences which too much en- 
cumbered my mind, that it was a long time before 
I could rise above it 5 yet ere the meeting con- 
cluded was enabled to mourn over my weak- 
nesses, and seek help where alone it is to be 
obtained. 



Second Month, 1798. 

2. I believe there were to*day a few rightly 
gathered in the name and power of Jesus* who 
was graciously pleased to fulfil his promise of prg»; 
siding amongst us. Blessed privilege ( How la- 
mentable that any should slight it, and be content . 
to feed on husks I 

15. My midd having.been much outward these 
several days pastj I sat down at meeting in much 
strippedness, scarcely expecting to be favoured 
with the overshadowing wing, which hovi^ever 
was graciously extended to my humbling admira- 
tion; and my soul was led to recount the Lord 's» 
mercies, and enabled to oiFer the sacrifice of praise. 
O may I walk worthy of such unmerited favours. 

23. Attended the meeting at the Workhouse, 
tClerkenwell, London], where George Dillwyn 
and William Savery were, and both appeared 
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aciepu hly fjn Aar ministry j; botdioiighlavovred 
wiih the compaiiy of such croinenti j gifted instro- 
mcnUg if the best of Jdinisters* liad not graciously 
preiidfd amoi^st ns, it would not hare satisfied 
the moidft of some : whidi was mercifully the case. 



Thied Momth, 1798. 

r. Returned again to our peaceful habttatiot^ 
in health, n6t only bodiiy, but 1 hunibly truS^ 
through divine preservation in a gc»od degtc^e o^ 
spiritual freshness; having often of late feit th^ 
sweet descendings of heavenly love, which I hav^ 
been led to believe was the gracious reward of some 
little acts of £ritfafulness. Thus bountifully doth 
the Lord deal with themennesr of his works. 

13. Went to GuiMfbnl to see a poor friend 
yMT her close ; who» ritough in a suffering state 
«| to body, yet seemed calm and resigned. I was 
tk the week-day meeting,, which I had no cause to 
Itpent, seeing the necessity of embracing every op- 
lidrtunity of renewing my spiritual strength, by re- 
iMng often to the fountain and source of all good. 

4i. This week hath been pretty fully engaged 
vlth the company of dear brother and sisters ; yet, 
though surrounded with temporal blessings as on 
tvery hand, have been thankful to feel my happi- 

• 8ec Heb. viii 2^ ** A miniiter of the sanctuary, and of th« 
^ Irnt tabernacle which the l^ord pitched, and not m:in«*' 
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I 4le^ incbmptete uriless crowned with liiat best of 
\ iikssings which brings no sorrow with it, and 
which can alone sanctify e?ery dispensation of a 
bountiful Providence. 

29. Quarterly meeting at Alton. I thought it 
a favoured season, feeling Him to preside amongst 
tis, who remains the crown of our religious as- 
semblies. We had a comfortable sitting in the 
evening, in which Thomis Scattergood appeared 
pretty largely in supplication and testimony, and 
^as drawn forth in much gospel love to encourage 
ft state present which seemed sinking under con^ 
flict and discouragement. 



Fourth Month, 1798. 

2. Our quarterly meeting at Guildford. Thomas 
Scattergood appeared largely in the meeting 
for worship, indeed he laboured abundantly in 
much gospel love. Things appeared very low 
amongst us by the reports brought in from .some 
of our monthly meetings. After dinner, when 
tome of our friends had taken their leave, a pre- 
cious opportunity occurred, in which Thomas 
Scattergood appeared in a remarkable manner to 
individuals ; which I earnestly desired might be 
blessed to ^em, and not pass away as the morning 
dew. 

3. Our monthly meeting. Humbled afresh^ 
under a sense of my own weakne^^^^ «ci4 ^oeci^ 
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worthiness to partake of such unmerited' bk88iii|l 
as had of late been showered upon me ; and de* 
sired faithfulness and true dedication of heart 
might be the return. Dear Thomas Scattergood 
was silent. But before he left us^ we had a bap- 
tizing season and parted in sweet fellowship one 
with another* 1 believe there was scarcely one in- 
sensible of the precious influence which spread 
over us like a mantle. 

ao. A stripping proving season in our little 
tsilent week-day meeting, yet not unprofitable. 1 
hope ever to be tliankful to feel the refining hand 
near for my preservation. 

22. In my walk to visit the sick this morning 
the beauty of the scene around me, and ^e sens 
of multiplied blessings awakened my soul to grati 
tude and praise : yet the morning meeting provei 
uncommonly dull and stripped of good. 

27. Though I long strove with a spirit o 
lukewarmness, yet at length was graciously ad- 
mitted to the throne of grace, and had sweet com* 
munion with my God. Inestimable favour be 
stowed on a worm ! 

. 29. A query, Art thou nearer the kingdon 
than when thou first believed ? livingly sprang ii 
my mind, this morning at meeting, and after some 
searching of heart, I was comforted in the beiid 
that I had made some small progress in the hea- 
venly race ; though still weak and standing it 
daily need of supplies of strength and faith from 
Him who is the preserver of his dependant chil- 
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[ dren. In the afternoon methought jny situation 

^ , somewhat resembled Mary's of old, when she sat 
at the feet of Jesus washing them with her tears^ 
and wiping them with the hair of her head. Bles- 
iei employment, precious privilege ! I, like her, 
have had much forgiven* May I also resemble 
iier in loving much . 



Fifth Month, 1798. 

10. Felt renewed desires arise, for preser- 
vation from every snare of an unwearied enemy. 

11. Sat down at meeting in a lukewarm state, 
which prevailed too long ; yet after a while, being 
bumbled under a sense of my faults, was. once 

^ Wore in mercy permitted to wash in that fountain 
which remains to be set open for Jerusalem, &c. 
to bathe in. Unspeakable favour \ 

21. Attended the first sitting of the yearly 
meeting. Thought it a season of renewed favour. 
My poor mind was bowed in humble gratitude 
before the Father of mercies, that- he had onte 
more permitted me to sit with ^us children in this 
large assembly. 

24. We had this morning an acceptable visit in 
the women's meeting from Willfam Savery, &c. 
who laboured abundantly amongst us, chiefly ad- 
dressing the youth, using much persuasive lan- 
guage to excite them to build on the ancient foun- 
dation, which the righteous have e¥er built upon. 
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in efWf a^ of the world. He also exhorted thett 
in z particnlar manner to refrain from retding 
nnprofiiable books. 

29. IVo more sittings to>day, when the bosineai 
was got tfarough, some weighty testimonies borae^ 
and awfo! supplication put up to the Fadier of 
mercies for die preservation of each other vttet 
widely separated in body. The meeting separated 
vndo' a precious, solemn coyering. 



Sixth MbNTH, 1798. 

3. Sat again in our little meeting, I trust] 
under a thankful sense of past favours , and b* 
boured according to my small measure theriebf 
in a silent travail for the arising of the welUspring 
ofhfe. 

12. My mind comforted and strengthened in 
die belief, that love to God and good-will to men 
were gaining the pre-eminence in my heart, above 
every other consideration ; weak and frail as I am 
often made sensible it still is. The other part of 
this week, though J dare not say it has been so 
much improved as it might possibly have beeni 
yet think has not been spent vainly. 

19. Attended our monthly meeting. I felt 
weak and low, and found it no easy matter to get 
at the well-spring of life ; yet was at length fa- 
voured with a little of its arising. 

Zi. A discouraging depressing season this 



Ing at memiag. {teeemed ts tliottgh I Wlk 
prey^ to the enemy. The afternoon my luqMy 
aitha fittk reviTed by. fedxog the good hand 
lear for my preservation. What a £afo«r I 
• This has been a week of no small trial li 
clings ; think I have home the cross 9afaidt« 
as I welt couU. 



Seventh Month^ i79S» 

. A day of heaviness on account of a bev 
1 brother who, I have reason to fear, ia de-> 
ig from. that simplicity and integrity of heart 
li has hitherto characterized him^ and front 
n we had hoped better things : that he would 
proved a standard4>earer in this pooor county* 
le ! I aqi at times dismayed at the.prospect» 

I see so many fallings as on the right hand 
n the left. . . . .; 

Came to Newbury» on my way to Bristol*, 
now that our Redeemer liveth is indeed %■ 

and blessed experience; which I was fa* 
d with this morning. As I sat solitary at the 
waiting for the coach, he was pleased to* 

in upon my soul with the overshadowing of 
fe-giving presence, which is more precious, 
the increase of com; winey or oil. May I 
esteem it so. 

Attended the week«day meetiiig.CJQtrist^ 
im Savery led in dose doctriaft Ux tv^Rmi 

G 
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ifhe hypocrites, which brought me to much seanJi* 
ing of heart, lest I should be found amongst that 
fiumber^ He stood up a second time, saying il 
frequently happened that deeply humbled miodi 
took ^i^t did not belong to them, and were readf 
to query. Lord is it I, who am about to betray tbeth 
with more to that efiect ; which cheered my droopt 
ing soul. 



Eighth Month, 1793. 

- I, Went with a very large party to com 
George Fisher's to breakfast with WilUam: 
Savery ; and from thence to Pill to see him enw 
bark. Before we separated, we had a precious, con- 
triting season together, in which he recounted the. 
Lord's gracious dealings with him, during hit 
idsit to the continent, and to this nation j and said, 
though he wa^^und to acknowledge himself a very, 
unprofitable servant, yet he was now at parting 
enabled to adopt the language, ^^ Return unto thy 
** rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt boun- 
•* tifully with thee :" with much more expressive 
of the peace he felt to crown his labour of love in 
this land. We parted in near love and fellow- 
ship ; and though it was trying to my feelings, 
yet it was truly consoling to see him so -comfortably 
released from the present field of labour. 
* 7. Rather a low time at meeting ; yet trust tht 
Wiurfare was measurably mamtained. 
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9« - Awoke this morning with a sWeet tnd 
ydy impresaion, that the Lord's mercy was o?er 
11 his works, eren to me, the meanest of them. 

1 6, Wrote to a beloved brother, who I feared 
vas departing frcrni the umplicity of truth. 

17. Returned from meeting as from the wash- 
ng pool sweetened and refreshed* though I can- 
^ttt account myself unworthy. 

20. Received a gentle correction from the di». 
rine band, which { kissed with submission. 

24. Afresh encouraged and animated to preti 
bmvBd in the Christian race, this morning at tfatt 
dent weak-day meeting. 

25. Heard some a^cting accounts of further 
leclensions of some of the high and wise in ouf 
Dciety : enough to dismay such a poor weak 
nature as myself in the prospect, did I not 
now that the word of the Lord endureth for 
ver. 

31. A deeply humbling season to-day at meet^ 
ig ; in which however my poor tried mind wa$ 
might mto sweet tranquiltity. 



Ninth Month, 1798. 

7. It was a low time to-day at meeting; yet 
ink resignation and humility were the clodiing- 
my mkid. 

9. Was permitted through adorable conde« 
ension, to Jean iipon ' the Beloved q£ v^^^ i&Kik' 

G2^ 
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moming at meetinff ; which T esteemed a precimii 
privilege. The erening meeting I thought a difl 
time. 

20. Went to take leave of m> kind friends ia 
this place £ Bristol.] Was favoured with a pre> 
cioua, cementing opportunity at dear Hafloah 
Stephenson's ; seasonable ic was to my mind, faitk 
being at a low ebb. 

. . 30, Went to Ryegate in order to attend our 
quarterly mating. The covering of mj 'wiat 
diis day and for several past may well be com» 
pared to sackcloth and ashes : because of thf 
slain of the daughter of the Lord's pec^le. 



Tenth Month, 1798. 

i« Our quarterly meeting. A season of do^ 
trial to my mind on various accounts. 

13. This life is truly a cup of mixtures* 
Many bitters have been infused into mine of late; 
some of which have been very unpalatable to Af 
taste ; yet I have desired to drink it with resigna- 
tion ; which 1 trust I have been enabled to do ia 
a good degree. On the other hand many bles- 
sings have also accompanied me, which I desire to 
be humbly thankful for, well knowing how little 
I deserve. 

1 7. MTy drooping mind a little refreshed, by 
repairing to the well-spring of life; and renewed 
4eaires after prescnrationj from the various snaxi^ 
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hich snrround my path^ were raised to Him 
ho alone knows them, and how to sustain and 
arry through. 



Eleventh Mokth, 1798.i1 

4. An unsubjccted will prevented my acceai 
to the Fountain of sure mercies this morning : to 
Biy shame I record it./ In the afternoon wrestled 
hard to have it brought into the state of passive 
chyj which I was favoured in a good degree to 
ttpericnce; and thankful was I, to feel every 
power and faculty of the soul brought into sub- 
jection, and prostrated at the feet of a merciful 
Saviour. 

7. I trust, I still love above all things to sit at 
the {6et of a crucified Saviour. Blessed name I 
How lightly esteemed at this day, yea, set at nought, 
md thy di vi n ity denied I Mournful truths ! I 
believe with my whole heart, that there is no other 
name under heaven by which mankind can be 
laved. 

• 9. Sat up last night with a neighbour ; yet did 
not feel easy to stay from meeting, which proved 
ft sweet) solacihg season, so that I could say, it 
was good for me to be there : ever desiring to es- 
teem the loving-kindness of the Lord the greatest 
of -all blessings. 

II. Mourning for myself and others has been 
much the portion of this day *, yet ^ot off m.^ 

G3 
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watch jtoo toon, both in the morning uiddto- 
noon meeting. 

22. Received comfortable intelligence re* 
ipecting a relation having applied for admissioa 
into the society, on the ground of convincement. 
Truly pleasant it is, to hear some are gatfaeriflg. 
Lome to the true fold ; while so many are de* 
Tiating and wandering as sheep without a stxp" 
herd, and endeavouring to draw others aiEter them* 

30. Though I did not maintain the watch 8Q 
steadily as I ought to have done9 to-day at meetiflgs 
yet while my mind was properly centred, I wa* 
favoured with the precious incomes ^of life vxA 
k>ve : a favour I thought myself unworthy of. 



TwBLFTH Month, 1798. 

4* Our monthly meeting at Guildford. Mj 
mind bowed in the meeting for worship, under 3 
renewed sense of the omnipotence and ommpre* 
tence of God. 

14. A day of inquietude and weakness, so 
that I could not get my mind properly stayed at 
meeting. 

1 6. My dwelling was much in the valley, 
to-day at meeting ; and through adorable good- 
ness was favoured to feel the dew rest upon my 
branches. 

. 3t. Thus ends the year 1798. . A conscious-* 
aess of manifold weaknesses attends me; yet^ 
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1 feel humbly thankful that I am still pfeservid 



First MdNTfiT, 1799. 

. 3. This has been a week of some trial of faith > 
jet think I have been enabled to bear the cross 
with son>e degree of faithfulness. 
.II. After a time of conflict to-day at meeting 
I was enabled to rise above a wrong disposition, 
and approach Him who is the health of my coun* 
tenance ; before whom my soul bowed in deep 
prostration and deep abasement of self. 

16. My m nd has been too much outward for 
several days past, O, for a closer walk with God. 
19. Hastened to Wanborough, dear * 

being thought near his end. I found an afilicted 
bouse I yet was favoured . to feel my mind pre- 
lerved in much tranquillity. 
. a8. What a severe scene has again taken 
place I We had flattered ourselves the bitterness 

of death was passed, when dear was again 

plunged as it were to the very gates of it. The 
doctors give no hopes : one of the poor lads dead. 
How awful are the approaches of such a mes- 
senger! 

JO. again reviving; and hope once 

XDore cheers this dwelling ; though we are almost 
afraid to entertain so welcome a gue&t. 

C4 
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Second Month^ i7^« 

15. Came to Godalming. Attended our weeb 
day meeting, which proved a refrediing season to 
mj poor mind| which I thought myself unwordiy 
of. It was pleasant to sit again wifli my friends abes 
such an absence : indeed it was a season of mo* 
tual rejoicing. I w^ thankful to see them again 
in health, and they expressed much gladness at 
seeing me preserved from the contagion, to whlck 
I have been exposed. I felt my own unworttii- 
sess of such marks of tender regard. 



Thiild Month, 1799. 

I. continues mending. I went to 

«ur monthly meeti'^g, where I sat under an humb- 
ling sense of my weakness, and inability for every 
good word and work, both in the meeting for 
worship and discipline \ yet felt a degree of hea* 
venly sweetness accompany this frame of mind j 
which led me to hope it was not altogether unac« 
ceptable to the Father of mercies. 

3. Left my dear friends at Wanborough. At- 
tended both meetings, which were trying seasons to 
me, for want of more watchfulness on my part. 

8. The accoutrement of a true Christian was 
brought with freshness to my mind soon after I 
sat down in meeting ; and fervent desires raised 
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^^ SO exoellent an attainment, that I might 
thereby be enabled to withstand the varied a»- 
^alts of an unwearied enemy. It was a strengths 
tfling season to my poor. mind. 

15, A season of sweet solaoe in our little 
week-day meeting. I could not but lament that 
•chers should miss so great a privilege by letting 
trifling things keep them at hoimei or, if at meet- 
ing, suffering a lukewarm dispositbn to deprive 
4hem of this best of biessingSt communion with 
iheirGod. 

23 • The rest of this w-eek nK)stIy spent in the 
service of others, and not wholly unprofitabfy, I 
trust. 

. 29. My tried mind instructed in my silent 
sitting to-day at meeting ; and renewedly led t6 
number my blessings, and see bow much I owed 
unto the Lord. 



FotTRTH Month, 1799. 

• 

I. Our quarterly meeting. I thought the 
meeting for worship a season of renewed favour to 
our youth in particular. The meeting for disci- 
pline was very trying to my feelings from various 
causes. 

4. Our friends Mary Watsmi, .Mary Alex- 
ander, and John Kirkham sat with us this mocob- 
ing. It proved a strengthening season to the 
drooping minds of some. ^^ B\es&^& ^i^ ^^^'j ^^sax. 

G5 
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t 
S^ mourn/' was the encouraging language. Surelf 

•We hare abuncbnt cause of mourning, because of 
4he increasing desolation in our society : the pros- 
jpect whereof is ready to dismay the feeble trarei- 
lers Sion-ward. 

.. 8. A precious, contriting season this momingi 
previous to our beloved friends leaving us: in 
which the dear young folks were afiectionately en- 
€ouraged to follow on to know the Lord. Dear 
W. T. was particularly addressed, our friends be- 
lieving his tender mind had been preciously visited. 
How did all that was within ine covet that the good 
•eed which, I did believe, had been sown in the 
hearts of some of them might be cheiishedi and 
bring forth in due season fruits to the praise of 
the great and good Husbandman. 

19. Heaviness of spirit has been my portion 
this day, discouragements of various kinds pres- 
sing hard upon me. 

21* A day of mourning because of the deso- 
lation in our Sion, when those that should have 
\fttn standard-bearers desert a cause so precious. 



Fifth Month, 1795. 

«* After a season of conflict, my will was once 
nkiore reduced, and I was enabled to adopt the 
language of. Not my will^ O Lord, but thim b* 
done* 
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• 5* Shamefully lukewarm this morning at meet* 
ing. In the afternoon a little strength was given 
to labour, which I think I did according t9 mj 
small measure. 

ID. My mind hath enjoyed for several days 
past a sweet tranquillity, to which it has of late 
been much a stranger. I feel, I trust, humbly 
ihankful for this favour, well knowing I cannot at* 
tain to it of myself. 



Sixth Month, 1799. 

5. Renewed desires after preservation, feeling 
9iyself much stripped of the sensible presence of 
.Him, who is I trust the beloved of my soul. « 

6. My dear brother and sister Waring left us, 
lirhich was no small trial to our feelings. We 
parted, I believe, in best love, and desires for each 
other's preservation. 

7. * Favoured in our little silent gathering with 
sweet access to the inexhaustible Source of all good. 
My heart overflowed with gratitude for blessings 
ancient and new. 

9. Baptized afresh into a deep sense of my 
own nothingness ; and the need I stand in of re- 
newed supplies of strength j which I earnestly 
craved, that I might wftlk uprightly in, humility 
and fear all my days. 

II • Went to Guildford to meet dear Deborah 
• G6 
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Seventh Month, i799« 

I. Afresh did the crook of divme love seem 

*. extended towards a backsliding generation, in 

: adorable mercy and condescension. Our dear 

friends laboured amongst us in much love ; and I 

I Aought a good degree of harmony prevailed, and 

J I was comforted in observing much more open- 

i^ess than I expected in the visited ; so that I think 

^ Ae committee had an opportunity of seeing pretty 

*; clearly the low, very low state of things amongst 

Us. 

5, The above-mentioned committee came 
Jierc [Godalming] last evening. My soul renewedljr 
humbled under the consideration of the con- 
tinued kindness of a gracious God, in thus sending 
his faithful servants and hand-maidens to labour 
amongst us ; which was strengthening to the feeble 
minds of some of us. Spent the evening at brother 
Kidd's. The dear young folks were afresh invited 
to come, taste, and see for themselves how good 
die Lord is, 

6. Our dear friends left us. Samuel Alexander, 
John Abbott, and Hannah Wigham had a sitting 
with us just before we parted ^ which proved a 
precious opportunity, in which our souls were 
nearly united in the heavenly fellowship, and 
sweetly refreshed together. 

• 7. Renewedly convinced that it would not 
•iaffici^ the 5oul to feed on the m^titi?^ ^ti»^c«l 
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yesterday ; but, that it must be daily waited for, 
if we would indeed witness being nourished up 
unto everlasting life. 

14. A renewed call to faithfulness this morn- 
ing at our silent meeting : the afternoon dull and 
heavy in the forepart 5 but towards the close life 
arose into a good degree of dominion. 

17. Dear uncle Kidd spent the day with us; 
the £r8t visit he has paid I believe for near a 
twelvemonth. His quiet, peaceful frame of 
mind was instructive and encouraging. 

ao. The rest of this week hath passed serenely 
away ; I would hope not wholly unimproved. 
How many blessings have I to be thankful for ! 

ai. A degree of favour attended both nieet- 
ings, and I trust a degree of right exercise was fo^ 
a season maii^ained in each of them 5 but think I 
did not keep so faithfully on my watch as I should 
have done, particularly in the evening. 
. 25. Have seemed left to myself, and as a prey 
to the cruel enemy for several days past ; yet have 
been enabled at times to bemoan my condition, 
being ready to conclude there are few if any more 
propense to evil : humbling consideration indeed ! 

26. Sat down at meeting this morning under 
the belief that I was altogether unworthy of divine 
regard, or of approaching Him who is perfect 
Purity ; yet after sitting a while in this reduced 
state before him, he was pleased in wondrous 
love and mercy to stretch forth the sceptre of his 
love, and once more per^nit me to praise his holy 
mme, who is eternally woxthy* 
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Eighth Month, 1799. 

2. Seemed uncommonly lukewann and in- 
different on sitting down at meeting, to which I 
too much yielded for a while ; but after some 
struggle, was favoured with near access to the in- 
exhaustible Source of all good. 

6. Have been led to ponder on the depravity of 
the human heart, and particularly of my own; 
1>elieving few if any have more propensity to evil ; 
also led to call to mind the gracious dealings of z 
merciful, l^ng-suffering God, who hath sustained 
me and preserved me unto this very hour. O, 
that he would also be pleased to give additional 
'Stability, that I may be enabled to walk before 
him with a perfect heart. 

9. A time of searching of heart to-day at 
meeting, a profitable employ ! I think I love to 
bring my deeds to the light, and feel all the evil 
brought into judgment, and sit under the pujifying 
.operations of the Spirit of truth : O, may I be 
careful to keep my garments from defilement. 

15. Brother To thill came, and brought with 
him a little good tidings respecting the labours of 
David Sands. 

18. Our general meeting at Guildford. My 
mind measurably gathered to the true centre, in the 
morning. In the afternoon, I thought, we sat 
down a poor little company « TV^ "^^yst v^- 
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dier* was present, which brought an awful fear 
over me, lest he should be turned aside by ob- 
serving unwatchfulness and a lukewarm dispo- 
sition prevail ;^ and the prayer and exercise of mj 
heart was that we might all, both he and we^ be 
preserved in our different allotments and found 
faithful therein. 

25. My mind much tossed this morning at 
meeting : the way proved deeply humbling and 
instructive. 

30. Was renewedly desirous that my dwelUct 
might ever be in the low vale of humility, wb^^^ 
the dew resteth. 



Ninth Month, 1799. 

6. A day of profitable humiliation, I trust, 
desire to prize every dispensation that tends to re*^ 
ttuce self, however hard to the natural part. 

7. Still learning the hard lesson of suiFering 
patiently. 

II. Many are the cogitations of my poor 

mind, sometimes unprofitable : at others pure de^ 
sires after more stability and holy circumspectiofi 
HI thought, word, and deed, prevail. 

1 5. Could set up my Ebenezer and say, Hidier- 
t© hath the Lord helped me. For ever blessed be 
liis name ! In the afternoon the dreadful end of the 

* A soldier quartered ^t Guildford, who frequented till 
Meetings of fnesdf y and ap{>eared under convinceiaeiu. 
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pocrite impressed my mind, with strong destrea 

at I might be presenred from it. 

20. Rather a low time at meeting this mom* 

g, yet have felt a cosifortable degree of quiet 

r several days past. 

22. A time of conflict this morning, in which 

bope the enemy gained but Uule advantage. The 

temoon proved, contrary to expectation, a re« 

eshing season. 

27* Gave way to a roving disposition the fore- 

irtof the meeting, which produced shame and 

morse, and the language- of the poor publicaa^ 

God be merciful to me a sinner." 

29. LowIines3 and fear were in a goo4 degret 

e companions of my mind this day. 



Tmvtb Momtb^ 1799. 

7. Went to Ryegate to our quatttrly 

I. 1 think die meetings were favoured seaaons* 
9«gh cause of discouragement still remains, 
he. committee (Jdin Abbott ^excepted) wert 
»re, ako Phebe Speakman and compankm. Met 
th an accident on our return, but were preserved 
>m harm: which I esteemed a favour. 

II, A time of sweet solace this momkig at 
•eting. My soul panted after the refreshing 
*eams of Shiloh; and was abundantly replenished* 
nspeakable mercy ! 

17. Phebe Speakman and Mary Tmrnsend 
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left us : a day of no small trial to my feeling 
Seeing the depression the said friends were undei 
M. T. wishing to return home, and P. S. unwil 
ling to detain her, I thought myself called upon 
to offer*to accompany the latter for a few weekl 
as a servant. The sacrifice is offered, whedier it 
will be accepted is yet uncertain. 

20. Was renewedly desirous that I might be 
preserved in a single dependance on the Lord in 
my approaching journey, for preservation every 
way, and have no confidence in tlie flesh; believing 
that those' who trust in the Lord shall never be 
confounded. 

24. Parted with my beloved connexions, whidi 
was trying ; yet felt peaceful, which induces me 
to believe that I am in my right place. Rfe^lriied 
Chichester this evening, where I met with de;^ 
P. S. who appeared glad to see me. 

26. Left our kind friends at Chichester, and 
reached Alton in the evening. 

27. Attended both meetings, which were mea-^ 
durably favoured with the descendings of heavenly 
dew. I thought P. S. appeared excellently. 

28. Parted with my dear sister, and came to^ 
Basingstoke. Was desirous that I might-be pre* 
8«rved in humility and fear; and that my deport* 
ment might not in any degree disgrace the cause, 
dear P. S. is engaged so earnestly to promote. 

JO. Was at the week-day meeting at Whit- 
church, a little company indeed ; yet merhought 
the crook of divine love was afresh extended ia 
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•rder to gather the outcasts of Israel and the dis« 
persedof Judah. - 

31. Attended the week-day meeting at Andover^ 
which was to n^y feelings a preciously favoured 
season. May it prove so to some who were pre- 
sent, and not pass away like the early dew. I 
thought Phebe eminently favoured to divide the 
word aright. 

ELfivfiNTH Month, 1799. 

4* Came to Ringwood, where my mind Was 
dipped into a low spot, from some discouraging 
circumstances. Was at the week-day meeting, 
where I think I was renewedly enabled to ofier up 
my own will, desiring theLord*8 might be done* 

6. Attended the week-day meeting at Pool^ 
a season to be remembered by me, for the fresh 
descendings of heavenly dew. A laborious season 
to dear Phebe, who was led in a close line to rouse 
die lukewarm. Had a sweet little opportunity in 
a friend's family in the evening. Phebe finding 
we could not go to Guernsey, but in an armed 
▼esse], felt her mind unexpectedly released from 
the voyage J which was a great relief to my poor 
mind. 

15. Came to Sherborne. Met unexpectedly 
and pleasantly with John Wigham and John 
Abbott, who were on theixtway to Guernsey. Here 
we got a fresh dip, respecting going thither. 
Phebe had a meeting at the above-mentioned 
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place : a pfrecious season to my mmd during the 
Silent part of it. « 

19. Went to Somertonj dear Phebe laboured 
abundantly amongst the little flock here. 
• ai. Came to Bristol, where I had theiatit- 
£iction of meeting my beloved connexions id 
iKalth, and my. dear sbter better than I had ex- 
pected ; which I esteemed a great favour added'to 
die many, the very many received in my late 
journey; the chief of which I reckon the 
Lord's condescending goodness in owning and 
fefreshing my spirit in every meeting I sat ip. 

Twelfth Month, 1799* 

8. Sat in a low spot this morning at meeting, 
under an humbling sense of my unworthiness to 
approach perfect Goodness ; yet was favoured to 
feel the beaiing waters administered. In At 
erening shamefully unwatchful: poor unttablt 
€reature1 

9. Parted with my endeared friend Phebe Speak- 
man, which was no small trial to my feelings. 

If. Attended the 'quarterly meeting at Bridge- 
water. I think the meetings were favoured sea- 
sons, but I did not derive so much benefit from them 
as I might have done, had I kept more steadily on 
the watch. David Sands gave us much of his com- 
pany at the inn, and appeared several times ac- 
ceptably, and pnce remarkably. 

13. I wrestled to-day at meeting as in the 
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It seasoQ, and my endeavotirs were not alto* 

ler unblessed. 

8. My mi( vd hath been much tried for some 

s past, yet this hath been its humble language, 

U I not drink of the cup that thou handest me; 

ougfe its mixture be wormwood and gall ? 

0. Some degree of sweetness and resignation. 

2. A precious season to my poor sOul^ being 

:iously permitted to lean upon its beloved. 

4. A trying day in taking leave of some near 

tions and dear friends at Bristol. A contriting 

ion at dear Hannah Stephenson's. We parted 

!er a precious covering and near sympathy. 

17. Came home. Found dear uncle Kidd in 

nry weak state, but better thah I expected. 

;i. Thus another year is passed away^ in 

Ich I have, I trust, endured some conflict 

h a good degree of resignation, yet a sehse 

manifold infirmities is still my companion. 

y He who hath hitherto been my Rock zni 

Shield be graciously pleased to preserve from 

ing, and enable me to follow him, though in 

rucifying path. 



FiRST Month, 1800. 

}• Our Monthly meeting ; which I thought a 
7 season. Afresh pained at the increasing 
)arture of a bdoved breather from the true founda- 
B^ as I beJiere. 
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8. Ourqnarterly meeting at Eeher. Mouning 
And heaviness of spirit were much the clothing of 
Biy mind, the forepart of the meeting ; yet after- 
wards a little encouraged by the animating testi- 
mony of John Wigham , under a belief that a renew- 
ed viritation was extended to a backsliding gene- 
ration. How excellently did he point out the way 
to life, and the many stratagems of an unwearied 
enemy to lead from it ! 

14. Some disappointments attending^ I hnt 
£elt a disposition bordering on repining) to whicK 
at times I have too much yielded ; at odiers, have 
striven against it. 

16. Have felt renewedly, pure desires begotten 
in my heart after a total resignation of my will to 
the Lord's i which I esteem a favour from his boua* 
Itifulhand. 

17. Was enabled this morning at meeting to 
cast down every crown at the footstool of a merci- 
ful Saviour : and ren^wedly to crave preservation 
and conformity to his will : which he alone -caa 
produce. 

19. Again struggled aftier resignation* an^wu- 
enabled to ropose all my cares on a merciful Pro« 
vidence ; who careth for the ravens, and who knows 
best what to dispense Jto the workmanship of his 
holy hand. 

21. My mind hath enjoyed a good degree of 
quiet and resignation for several days past. 

24* Saw into the beauty and excellency of 
Walking by faith. O this divine anchor to the' 
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! Without its support how often should I hart 
ted by the way i 

Second Month, i8oo« 

. Am fearful my offerings were not sufEcient- 
nmixed with creaturely zeal ^ although I think 
desires were sincere that they might be so. 

This morning had renewedly to number my 
iings, and see how much I owed unto the Lord, 
le afternoon meeting the enemy threw discou- 
ments lik« a cloud over my mind : which caused 
ore conflict. 

^ In my solitary walk to visit the poor, the 
ess of the angel to Cornelius, "Thy prayers 
1 diine alms are <:ome up for a memorial before 
}d," sweetly impressed my mind ^ not that I 
ved it applicable to myself, well knowing haw 
operly I perform my duty in these respects, as 
as others ; yet it brought nse into contrition 
an humble resigned frame ef mind* 
;• My beloved uncle Kidd appears hastening 
e to the solemn close, crowned with sweet 
e. He said. to-day, all would be well; he never 
re had such a .prospect of it; he thought he 
the angels waiting to reoexve htm. 
:. Still drawing nearer to his everlasting 
ation. We thought him going this evening, 
le revived again and said he was going to leave, 
ublesome world. A truth ^e could feelingly 
:ribejto* 



Triu> Momth^ 1800. 

7, AdineofwrestGngto-day at meeting; found 
h hMti waA to get mjmhid centred. 

9« Went to sieetiiig under dcpressbg seim- 
^KNis on aocoonK of tiie increasing deviation of a be> 
kii>c<d friend ; yet bvre tliankfuDy to acknowledge 
■i\ foidi in tiie divine all-suSciency was renemd 
W xfe iresh enenwms <if heavenly love. 

iCk As unexpected as pleasant was die compt* 
9:t oadeiir TkomasCoUey, who canoe this afteroooa 
^tmi }»d a pnKHc xneeting in the evening : in whidi 
W kbdosvd abnndantly to gather the pec^le home 
l^ Omc the true foundation { inviting tbem to 
Ktrr xni^i and wine without money and without 
pex>e'. Th<i>e wvrds to me appeared fitly spokeni 
c>>nipKrj;h)e to apples of gcM in pictures of silver. 

1 1» A^cDinpuned Thomas CoUey to Guildford^ 
a:!vj anr3vM the week«day meeting. He was again 
)a^ f.>e^ to inTsie the strayed sheep to the true foM^ 
|if^h«^^ then^ were present who had been brought 
out %>t E$Tp; i but because of unbelief had loitoed 
k^ ^< in d^ wiideme!^* To these he believed die 
call w*^ ext:mded» Come out of the wilderness; 
lh^>u hast compassed this mountain long enou^: 
adding* ^ O thou of Htde faiths wherefore didst thou 
doubt ?^ A puhfic meeting in the evening, owned 
1 think by the Master of our assemblies. 

15% My rvreied uncle Eidd quiedy departed 
Uui life about twenty minutes past ten o'clodc tbt» 
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-ning* Peacefid watf his clo&e ; may my latter 
be like his. 

3. Many friends came to attend the burial. 
(ear uncle Kidd, so that the remains were ho- 
rably attended, and borne to the grave by his. 
ids who had long known his worth. I thought 
forepart of the meeting covered with solemnity. 
7. Calm and peaceful, and I trust humbly 
ftful for unmerite4 blessings.. 
0. My strength renewed in the all-sufficiency 
lim, under the shadow of whose wing I tfor 
re to put my trust. 

• 

Fourth Month, i8oe. 

. Our quarterly meeting. The meeting for. 
diip an exercising time, yet owned by hint 
) remains to be the crown of our religious assem- 
}. I was enabled to get dirough the business 
le meeting with some degree of satis&ction te 
elf, and I would hope to that of my friends, 
r I ever acknowledge with thankfulness whence 
belp cometh, well.knowing that I can do nothing 
ht of myself. 

. Think I hate been profitably employed most 
lis week as to action. I wish I could add my 
1 had been equally soi but fear that is not the 
• 

0. My feelings have been uncommonly trying 
leveral days past. The Lord aloae kiMfws the 
licts of a we^ heart. 

H 
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f I. Once more, after a severe struggle, I iw *^^ 
enabled to surrender my willi and all that beloogi 
to me, into the hands of a merciful Creator : veil 
knowing that he will order all things aright and 
eventually for my good; although at times faith maj 
be at so low an ebb, I may not be able to see it. 

13. Repaired as to the washing-pool, fnmr 
which I returned sweetly refreshed. 

15. Came to London in order to assist A. New- 
itoan in nursing her two infants who are dangerous- 
ly ill. Found them removed to Hampstead. An 
affecting scene presented, sweet delicate Mary 
stretched on her cot, little more than a corpse ^ apd 
Thomas almost as ill on a bed near, 

23. The sweet lambs still living, but the phy- 
•Wians give no hopes of their recovery. How in- 
scrutable to us short-sighted mortals are the ways 
of that wisdom which cannot err. 

3o« Dear Thomas breathed his last about half 
past six o'clock this morning without a struggle. 
What a merciful release from pain and sorrow; 
while his darling sister is left to struggle a while 
longer ; and her sufferings are a considerable addi« 
tion to the grief of their afflicted parents; wfa# 
however are supported to admiration. 



Fifth Month, 1800. 

8. Was at the week<lay meetii\g at Chelmsford; 
and though I had nothing to boast of, yet have to 
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\ acknowledgef tbat my mind was prelefred in a de^ 
i pee of peaceful quiett 

12. Came to Stansted to the peaceful habitatioa 
of William Grover and wife. 

13. Attended their week-day meeting, which 
proved a sweetly refreshing season to my mind. 

[Here some pages were cut out of the original. 3 

Sixth Month, i8co« 

2. Came home after attending die yearly mee& . 
ing, which on the whole was I think eminently 
favoured with the overshadowing of heavenly love 
9nd life, pf which my mind was permitted at seasons 
to partake ; though I consider myself altogether uiip 
worthy such a mark of divine regard \ yet at others 
my faith was tried as to an hair's-breadth, and it 
seemed as if the enemy would have been permitted to 
have destroyed every gocJd resolution. Thewavet 
indeed rose high, but the Lord in matchless mercf 
rebuked them, or else they had gone over my head* 

6. A precious baptizing season in our little 
week-day meeting, in which my faith was renewed 
in the all-suiBciency of God, and my soul Was 
brought into an humble acquiescence to his will.i 

8. Once more was I permitted to lean as upon 
the breast pf the Beloved of souls, and cast all my 
cares upon him ; craving preservation, and that I 
might be enabled to walk before him with a perfect 
heart. 

Hi 
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to. Affecting intelligence indeed that defecfiot 
of principle hath appeared ; surely it is a time for 
lamentation. 

1 2, Much in the valley; surely the proper allot- 
ments for all concerned for (he precious cause d 
truth. 

15. Think my mind was in a good degree pror 
fitably exercised both in the morning and aftemooA 
meetings. 

17. A degree of peaceful serenity hath been 
much the covering of my mind this day ; whidl 
hath excited thankfulness. 

22* This day and yesterday have been seasoni 
of conflict. Discouragements^ like a. cloud have 
come over my poor mind. I think I ^ould have 
fainted had i^ot the Lord sustained me. 

24. More discouraging circumstances I Ad- 
verse winds seem to blow from all quarters. May 
I be preserved in humility and patience. - 

29. Favoured -with near access to the Fountain 
of light and 4ife. Blessed privilege I May I make 
suitable returns. 

30. Went to Wandsworth, under very depressed 
feelings, hearing some were likely to attend our 
quarterly meeting, who were opposed to the truth, 
as it is in Jes\is. 



Seventh Mokth, i8oo« 
I* I could compare our svUuv^ do>NTvto-d%^ at 
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mfeeting to nothing short of two armies- in battte 
anay. In great abasedness of soul did a remnant 
approach the Lord, beseeching that he would arise 
for the sake of his oppressed seed, and surely I 
thought he fought for us i and marvellous it was > 
in the eyes of some of us, who rendered the praise 
where it was alone due. 

10, The last few days rather unsettled, Having 
Been in daily expectation of going from home, and 
as often disappointed, yet the better part not wholly 
neglected, I trust. > . 

11. My spiritual strength and confidence re- 
newed to-day in our little silent gathering. How 

• often do I lament that so few come up to these 
solemn feasts, for want of a right exercise of mind 
and attention- to the gift within themselves. Came 
to Alton. 

1 3 . Dear Elizabeth Coggeshall and Abigail Pirn 
eame. A degree* of divine favour attended both 
meetings ; though the evening meeting was heslvy 
towards the conclusion. 

19. My mind sw etly consoled, in the belief 
that ii has of late been a time of increasing watch- 
fulness, and I would hope of some little growth. 

22. Rather a laborious meeting for want of 
united exerc'se of spirit. Oh ! what avails our pre- 
senting our bodies, if our hearts are wandering ? 
Surely God will not be mocked. ^Such as we sow, 
such shall we reap i an awful consideration ! May it 
excite to greater diligence. 

H3 
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ay. The enemy of all good desires was ksf 
this morning at meeting, in -endeavouring to draw 
my mind from its proper centre j yet trust he did 
not gain much advantage over me. I went in the 
evening under discouragement, but it proved, con^ 
trary to my expectation, a sweetly refreshing season, 
feeling the dew of heaven test upon my branches. 
Thus bountiful is God to the workmanship of lut 
hand. 

30. A trying^meeting, in part owing to the ex- 
treme heat of ihe weather. I waited long without 
, obtaining $ but before the meeting closed, the Lord) 
in great condescension^ satisfied my soul v^ith hil 
life-giving presence. 



Eighth Month, z8oo* 

I. A day of trial ; yet I think resignation wn 
in good degree attained to : for which I was thanks 
ful, well knowing it is not at my command. 

3. Sat at Wisdom's gate, where my soul was 
secretly ^nd sweetly instructed. 

6. Favoured with near access to that river the 
Itreams whereof make glad the whole heritage of 
God. Returned from meeting sweetly refreshed. 

8. A* degree of sweet resignation to suffer what- 
ever the Lord should see meet to dispense to his 
unworthy creature, was the covering of my spirit 
lliis day. 
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1 7.. The prayer of Agur was adopted by me to- 
day. Both morning and evening were precious 
i ^ ' seasons to my waiting soul • 

If 23. The last three days have been wholly occo* 
4 pied in attending the dying bed of cousin Agneff 
filose[of Alton}|Who had a long conflict; which was 
affecting to our aflFectionate feelings : yet we had 
the consoling hope that the better part was safely 
centred beyond the reach of the enemy; and that 
she was not sensible of bodily suffering. She 
breathed her last about four o'clock this mornin'g, 
and her wearied spirit I doubt not is at rest. I trust 
profitably humbled under a sense of some weaknesses 
I fell into through unwatchfulness. 

27. Love to God and good*will to men have 
been much the disposition of my heart for several 
days past. 

Ninth Month, i8ao. 

4. Oh this warfare ! When will it be accom- 
plished ? May it be faithfully maintained on my 
part, is my sincere desire ; yet without divine assist- 
ance I know I am unequal, and therefore humbly 
crave its continuance : for surely the Lord hath 
hitherto helped me, else I had long ago perished. 

10 Met with a trying circumstance before I- 
went to meeting this morning, which so unsettled 
my mind that I- reaped but little advantage from 
going. John Newton and his niece dined with us. 
He appeared a tender spirited man^ \^hich is ever 

H 4 
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beautiful in old age. He gave us some interesting 
information respecting his friend Cowper ; whom 
he could not mention without tears. 

13 Came home and found my dear relationt 
well, which I esteem a favour. 

17. A large number of the labouring pool 
assembled together, to the number of one hundred, 
on account of the high price of provisions ; but wen 
prevailed upon to disperse without doing any mis- 
chief, as they had threatened* It was an awM 
season, but my mind was mercifully preserved 
calm, trusting in Him, who, I knew, could set 
bounds to the wrath of man. Without this un- 
shaken confidence where could we flee for succouT) 
in the time of conflict and trial. 

21. I studied to be quiet and mind my own 
business, but found it hard work to keep in this 
frame of mind. 

23* Attended our monthly meeting ; a humbling 
season to my mind. Drank tea with a beloved 
friend, on whose account I felt more than I can 
express. O, that he may yet be brought back to 
the true fold, was and is, the ardent desire of my 
soul ! 

27. Felt something of a real hunger after the 
bread of life. 

28. Was desirpus of hungering and thirsting 
patiently to-day at meeting 5 believing it was not a 
season of rejoicing. 
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Tenth Month, i8po. 

1. Attended our quarterly meeting at Rye gate,. 
Where I trust I was enabled to bear my portion of 
sufiering without murnturing. It was in truth a 
low time. ^ 

3. My spiritual strength measurably renewed. 
. 16.. ^^ Be still and know that I am God," sweetly 
impressed my mind in the morning; an injunctioi]^ 
(was desirous of obeying. 

19* The week-day meeting. Had to remember 
the Lord's gracious dealings with me from my 
. youth, and see how vast my debt is to the Lord. 

2^. Had to trace back some painful steps I have 
taken in the crucifying path ; when my will was 
once more reduced, yea all that was within me 
bowed at the name of Jesus, and I had renewedly 
to feel something of adoption rest upon me : an ex- 
perience more precious then rubies ! 

Eleventh Month, 1800. 

2. Had to go again into the strippihg-foom, 
and renewedly to acknowledge that in me, as 
a creature, dwelleth no good thing. 

7.. My dwelling hath been much in the valley 
for several days past ; and at times have been fa- 
voured to feel something of the dew rest uppn me, 
in this solitary situation. 

9* An unusual sadness, hath been the covering 

Hs 
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•f my miod of late. What it portends I know not;. 
but hare desired to kave-all to the disposal of that 
Irisdom which cannot err. 

lo. How often do I think my will slain ; and 
diat I desire nothing hot die Will of God! Yet 
again and again do I find a disposition that would be 
choosi]^ and canring for itself. Oh, this continued 
Traifare ! When will it be accomplished, and 017 
tirearied spirit find rest ? 

14. Some little time ago, I was f a^onred witk 1 
the sustaining belief that I wasencreasing- in holj 
stability, and in some degree in the saving know* 
ledge of God } but c{ late I have seemed so left to 
a sense of my own weakness and insufficiency^ 
that I hare been ready to fear at times I sbottU 
become a prey to the devourer. 

16, A little of the hidden manna in great tnercf 
dispensed to my hungry soul, in my silent wsuting 
to-day at meeting. 

19* More tranquil and comfortable i which I 
esteem an unmerited favour bestowed upon a 
worm. 

21. Favoured with some degree of heavenly 
eommunion in my silent waiting to-day at meeting. 
Inestimable privilege I May I ever prize it, as it 
deserves, 

23. My state of mind to-day at meeting much 
resembled that of the poor publican. I was im- 
pressed with so deep a sense of my infirmities, that 
J thought myself unworthy to hold communioft 
with him who is perfect purity • , 
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4^9* This week hath passed peacefuUjr away, 
and I would hope not wholly unimprorecL 

Twelfth Mokth, 1800. 

2. Our monthly meeting, a day of exercise 
and mourning to me, from the increasing deviation 
of some, from whom we had hoped better things* 

5. Was enabled to discharge my duty as an 
overseer, though in a cross to my own will. 

12. Sat in a good degree of nothingness to-day 
at meeting. 

14. Was favoured with ^n extraordinary degree 
of divine favour, in my silent waiting this morning. 
MeChought it somewhat resembled the morning 
stars singing together for joy. I thought before I 
left the meeting, it was preparatory to some fresh 
trial, and so it proved ; for soon after I met with a 
circumstance which severely wounded my best life; 
so that heaviness of heart was my portion the rest 
of the day. • 

1 5 . Think I have faithfully discharged my duty 
towards a beloved friend j yet feel much tried and 
borne down with grief. 

19. Still desirous that my dwelling may be hi 
the valley ; and sometimes think how light the afilic* 
tions of time will appear, if in the end I am but 
favoured to reach the haven of rest: where all tears 
will be wiped away, and sighing and sorrow cease. 

20* My feelings afresh wounded. 

H6 
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21* Mj faith and confidence renewed in the all- 
•ttffidency of God. Without this diving andior, 
how often should I have fiinted by the way. 

23. O, that I may be enabled to walk more in 
the path of simplicity and self-renunciation. 

24* • Aday of renewed exercise and trial of uidi 
and patience. 

29. Unpleasant intelligence from various quarters. 
O, to keep quiet and patient under the triak of Ae 

day! 

30. Much depressed. And now I am come 
another year nearer the end of this probationary 
state: which feels rather pleasant, having little to 
expect in this life but a succession of trial, every 
-pleasant picture being stained in vi^w, doubtless 

for wise and good purposes. O, that the Lord 
who hath hitherto been my helper^ my sun and my 
shield, may be still pleased to preserve me in a state 
of humble daily dependance upon him, resigning all 
into his holy hand. 

First Month, 1801. 

1. Felt more tranquil and calm than for several 
days past. 

2. Think I missed my way to-day, which was a 
source of humiliation. O, to be enabled to make 
straight steps to my feet. 

6. Attended the quarterly-meeting at Esher. 
We sat down a poor company, and I felt much dis- 
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couraged ; yet I thought truth arose into some de^ 
gree of dominion : which I esteemed an unmerited 
favour. 

1 6. This week hath mostly been devoted to 
the service of others ; in which I hope I have borne 
the cross, with some degree of faithfukiess. 

iS» My mind much encumbered, so that I fear 
instead of being benefited by going to meeting, I 
mcurred condemnation. 

24. Often am I ready to adopt the words of 
the poet, *^ O, for a lodge in some vast wilder- 
««ness," &c. 

25. The petition of my heart this day has been 
that the Lord would be pleased to cut the thread 
of my life, rather than suffer me to live separated 
from him. 

30. Favoured with son^ie access to the '^ foun- 
tain opened to the house of David, and to the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem.'' Inestimable privilege ! 



•Second Month, 1801. 

3. Our monthly meeting, where though I had 
to. mourn over the desolation of our Zion j yet was 
also favoured with a renewed evidence that my Re- 
deemer liveth : an experience more precious than 
the increase of corn, wine and oil. 

8. Methought I felt something Kkc a renewed 
call to holiness, and more unreserved dedication of 
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iieiTt, to which I desired to yield. In the afternooa 
meeting shamefully lukewarm. 

19. Jacob Bell had a meeting with us« He 
was dipped Into the low state of things amongst US| 
and. led to warn the rebellious. 

26. Much indisposed most of this week : yet 
my mind has centered far too much in earthly things^ 
which at seasons have led me to mourn over my 
ttat^j and crave deliverance. 



Third Month, 1801* 

6. Though poor and weak, and altogether un- 
worthy, the Lord in great condescension contrited 
my spirit before him, and sweetly refreshed it. 

8. Felt so stripped and destitute of good, that 
I had little more to offer than a sigh and a tear. 

13. Though I thought I went to meeting to- 
day in a proper frame of mind, yet felt little but 
leanness and poverty. 

18. Being free from inquietudes of late, my 
mind has been uncommonly prone to centre in out- 
ward comforts ; yet at tinles I have felt desirous 
of watching over myself with a godly jealousy. 

22. Was renewed ly desirous of being redeemed 
from a groveling disposition j and that my affec- 
tions might be fixed on the alone substantial good. 

26. Felt something of that peace which the 
world can neither give nor wholly destroy: ^ 
Jljessing far above rubies. 
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2g. Think I sat in a good degree of nothingnesl 
to-day at meeting. 

31. Attended our monthly meeting at Guilds 
ford, though poorly in health, in which, I think, I , 
laboured according to my small measure. 



Fourth Month, 1801. 

4* Our dear friends, Mary Sweat and Charity 
Cbok, from America, came in very unexpectedly ( 
which I esteemed a favour. 

5. A precious season in the morning, in which 
Mary Sweat, Charity Cook and Deborah Moline 
appeared encouragingly. A public meeting iu the 
evening which I thought a favoured one, the people 
uncommonly still and attentive, . 

6. Accompanied our dear friends to Guildford, 
where we had a public meeting. Mary Sweat 
particularly addressed a tried state. 

7. Our quarterly meeting, in w{iich my spirit 
was contrited under a sense of my own insufficiency 
for every good word and work ; yet was enabled 
to get pretty comfortably through the business, I 
hope, to the satisfaction of my friends. 

26. Still poorly in health, though my spiritual 
strength was measurably renewed in the morning 
meeting : the evening meeting inexpressibly trying. 
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Fifth Month, i8or. 

3. Was renewedly convinced that it would not 
do to feed upon yesterday's manna, and I desired not 
to eat the bread of idleness, 

4. Took a sweet meditative walk this evening. 

9. Turned over some of the past leaves of my 
life, and numbered part of the many blessings be- 
stowed upon me, by.a merciful and bountiful Cre- 
ator. O my soul, how much o west thou ? May 
this be thy frequent inquiry. 

10. Had this morning renewedly to set up my 
Ebenezer, and say, ''Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
me." " Keep thy foot when thou goest to the 
house of God," was the watchword as I sat down 
in the afternoon, but I lost ground, and gave way to 
a roving disposition, which brought deserved con- 
demnation and sorrow. 

12. Peaceful and tranquil. 

15. Some renewal of my Spiritual sttength. 
Came to Alton in order to set my sister at liberty 
to attend the yearly meeting. 

17. Precious heart-tendering seasons both 
morning and evening, which I esteemed an un- 
merited favour. 

20. A trying day from indisposition ; but di- 
vine good was not wholly withheld at meeting. 

22. I think the duties of this day have been 
measurably fulfilled. 

27 A snare thrown in my way this morniiq; 
to which I too much yielded ; but humbling my- 
self before the Lord| whose compassion faileth not, 
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he was pleased to restore health to, my soul: an 
unmerited mercy indeed ! 

29. A trying day to my feelings ; yet laboured 

after resignation^ which I was favoured measurably 

to attain to. 

» 

31. A trying day, from indisposition j hut not 
without divine refreshment » 

Sixth Month, i8ai» 

1 1 . Days of trial from extreme heat and debility* 

12. John Abbott and Samuel Rundell wetfi 
at our week-day meeting : Samuel Rundell was led 
in a close line to the earthly minded, and afteir- 
wards had a word of encouragement to the mourners 
in Zion. as had John Abbott. A public meeting in 
the evening, which I think was more satisfactory 
than such opportunities often are. 

20. *• The King's daughter is all glorious within^ 
.her clothing is of wrought gold," impressed my 
mind at meeting this morning j which led to an ex- 
amination to see how far I resembled her. I fear 
there is yet much alloy, much work for the fire 
and hammer. May I stand resigned to their puri- 
fying operations. 

26. Was renewedly desirous of washing my 
hands in innocency ; that so. I might compass the 
altar of God. 

28. The Lord is still blessing Zion and satisfy^ 
ing her poor with bread. Though this was my 
blessed experience in the morning meeting I w? sin 



the afternoon Inkewann, partly owing to tlie op- W^ 
pressive heat of the weather. 

29. Retired pleasantly awhile this evening out 
of the encumbering things of this world, which I 
find engross too much of my precious time.. 
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Setenth Month, i8or. 

3* Rather a low time at meeting to-day. 

4. My niece was this day married* I, was sa 
much indisposed that I could feel little ability for 
any thing more^ than some aspirations for her pre- 
servation* 

9* Reached Bristol about noon: found our 
dear relations well. 

10. Attended the week-day meeting. In tlie 
afternoon went to Pill to see if our dear friends 
Samuel Smith and Sarah Stephenson had sailed^ 
found them on shore at John Grace's. Spent a plea«» 
sant evening with them. They were led in an en- 
couraging line, in an opportunity after tea ; sweet- 
ly exhorting to an encreasing faithfulness and pa- 
tient en4uring to the end. 

13. 1 heir weekday-meeting silent, but a season 
of sweet solace to my poor feeble mind. 

19. A trying day from indisposition. 

2 1 . Week-day meetings dear Hannah Stephen- 
ion appeared acceptably. I was too lukewarm my- 
self. Came in the afternoon to Weston. 

23. Walked for some hours on the beach^ ad«^ 
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It 

Kiiring the majesty and beaaty of the ocean ; and 
die power and wisdom of Him who created it ; 
tetting bounds and limits to its proud waves^ saying 
•'Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further/' 

2^. Sweet and peaceful in this humble cottage^ 
where I see how few things are really needful. A 
sense of multiplied blessings hath bowed my spirit 
this morning. 

26. Walked on the beach before breakfasf. 
After it retired into a field to commune a little with 
my own heart and be still. 

27. Retired a while ; but could feel little of that 
life and love which sustains and comforts the soul. 

31. Came to Bristol, attended the week-day 
meeting, which was a season of favour to my souL 
I was consoled in the remembrance that the serf* 
?ant who gained but two talents to diose commilN 
ted to his care was accepted aa weU aa he wiio 
ktd gained five. 



Eighth Month, x8oi* 

2. A contriting season at meeting this morning 
during the time of silence* Came to Weston in 
the afternoon. 

4. How are the Lord's mercies renewed from 
day to day \ sustaining, consoling, and instructing 
the attentive mind I 

8. The rest of this week spent in peaceful re- 
tirement at Weston : I hope not ummproved* 



10. A day to be remembered for the fresh de<* 
•cendings of heavenly dew> and pure aspirations, 
after holiness. 

14. Renewed my spiritual strength to-day at 
meeting. What a favour! 

x8» Shamefully lukewarm at n^ieeting this 
morning, which brought deserved condemnation. , 

23. Some life attended the morning meeting ; 
the evening I thought painfully dull. 

25;. Favoured with sweet access to the throne 
of grace ; where I craved the continuance of di^ 
▼ine regard, and preservation from even the ap« 
pearance of evil. 

30. A time of searching of heart ; and the 
petition of it was that the Lord would be pleased 
to do my work in me and for me, seeing my insui^ 
ficiency even to regulate my thoughts aright. Deaf 
Gdbrge Dillwyn ministered unto us clothed with 
best authority ; and I thought divided the word 
aright. Had a sweet little opportunity after supper 
at Ann Till Adams'. 

3 1 . Spent the day in sweet society : dear bro- 
.ther Samuel with us. 



Ninth Month, iSoi. 

12, The rest of this week confined by a cold , 
and fever ; yet fear it has not been much improved. 
Attended the morning meeting, in which my spiri- 
tual strength was sweetly renewed, George Dillwyn 
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ippeared largely and acceptably, and also Phebe 
Blakes. Phebe Blakes and Sarah Lynes dined with 
us. The* latter addressed my dear mother in an 
extraordinary manner, and after much encourage- 
pient told her, that she believed that after the war-^ 
fare was .cqmpleated, she would be gathered as a 
shock of corn fully ripe into the heavenly gamer, ^ 
Then she encouraged poor me to hold on my way^i 
believing, though I was permitted to pass as 
through the waters, the waves should not over- 
whelm me; and through the fire^ the£ames should 
not kindle upon me, &c. ' 

1 6. The quarterly meeting [for Bristol and 
Somersetshire] : I thought it a time of gathering. 
The wing of antient Goodness was sensibly spread 
over us, to the rejoicing of the spirits of some of us; 
dear Sarah Lynes and Phebe Blakes appeared ac- 
ceptably among us ; and were again exercised in 
the meeting for discipline, to call the youth to come 
home and build upon the alone sure foundation^ 
Christ Jesus the Rock of ages . 

1 8. Took leave of my beloved relations and 
friends ; and came to Salisbury. I was very ill the 
greater part of the day and the night following^ 
yet came on to Alton ipext day« 

2o. Again laid upon the bed of sickness. Have 
renewedly desired that my will may not in any wise 
oppose the Lord's will. 

15. The quarterly meeting [for Hampshirel. 
Some degree of favour I thought attefided the 
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meeting to-day. I think I felt thankful that I wit 
permitted to sit with my dear friends. 

26. Returned home after an absence of thref 
months. 

29. Received the affecting intelligence of dii 
removal of my sweet nephew John Waring ; yet 
think it an unspeakable consolation that he is 
gathered with the beauty of innocency upon him. 
Attended our Monthly meetings a contriting season. 



Tenth Month, 1801. 

3. A day of joy to thousands : peace beiog 
once more restored to this guilty land ; in addidon 
to the blessing of a plentiful harvest. It has renewed* 
ly bowed my spirit before a gracious and long suf- 
fering God; desiring such unmerited mercy may 
not pass unacknowledged, or unimproved. 

5. Methought the dew of heaven rested upon 
me this day, which sweetly contrited my spirit 
before a merciful God. 

10. Have desired to bear my allotted portion 
of suffering with patience and resignation. 

1 1. Was desir.ous that my offering this mom? 
ing might not be polluted with self, but of the 
Lord's preparing, well knowing it is his owm 
works, which alone can acceptably praise him, 

14. Have had my time pretty fully occupied 
for several days, and my mind at times beset witk 
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a temptationi from whicli I craved deliverance: 
at other tunes sweetly traitquil and resigned. 

1 8. Instructive seasons both morning and 
afternoon meetings. 

23. Went to meeting vjrith a mind encumbered 
with care and anxiety, expecting but little conso* 
lationj yet the Lord was pleased to lift up the 
light of his countenance upon me, which encou- 
raged me to repose my all in him ; who assuredly it 
a God nigh at hand^ and a present help in the 
needful time. 



Eleventh Month, 1801. 

. I. My soul sweetly replenished with celestial 
-f ain, which qualified to o£Fer the sacrifice of praise 
to an all bountiful God. 

* 8. Sweetly called to mind the Lord's mercies 
in visiting my poor soul, when dead in trespasses 
suid in sin, saying, *' Let diere be light and there 
** was light.*' O may the work of the new cre- 
ation go on, breathing continually glory to Gpd^ 
and good-will towards man. 

12. This week, like the foregoing, pretty much 
occupied with an afflicted relation. 

13. Repaired this morning to the heaKng 
waters, which I was favoured jto feel flow like a 
stream to my thirsty, soul. ^ 

20. Another trying week; yet was favoured 
this morning to rise a little above dxese eaQ\)ji)b^Ki* 
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ing things, and press through the crowd, and 
touch the hem of Hi^ gamtent, in whom is living 
Tirtue. 

27. Was favoured resignedly to lean upon 
the beloved of souls, who remains a covert from 
the wind and the stomu 

Twelfth Month, 1801. 

3. Poorly and disquieted with trifles; yet was 
enabled to overcome it in a good degree. 

II. Spent most of this week at Guildford, I 
trust not altogether unprofttably, feeling frequent 
aspirations after a state of purity and holiness. 

13. Was afresh dipped into close exercise on 
account of the wanderers ; earnestly breathing for 
the restoration of such, and the salvation of man* 
kind universally. 

16. David Sands came to our house, and had 
a publick meeting in the evening, which I thought 
a solemn one. He was strengthened to preach 
Jesus, inviting the people to come to him, the 
fountain of living waters. 

19. I accompanied David Sands to Issington, 
[and] dined at Wanborough. An opportunity 
occurred in which he sweetly addressed the 
family. My mind was deeply bowed on their 
account. 

20. Came to Alton. Attended the two meet- 
ings, which I thought favoured seasons, and David 
Sands was led to speak to the state of those 
present. 
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31.' Coilfin^d from an accident, whicB I feat 
t have not sufficiently improved ; though Ibelieve 
Cthe time] not idly spent, yet my thoughts h^ve 
lot been sufficiently under divine regulatipn. In- 
deed it has seemed, at times, as if I was left to 
Aiyself, to show me what a very weal: creature I 
am. Yet some aspirations after a better state 
have ascended at seasons. 

fiRST Month, 1802. 
i. Our monthly meeting. The meeting for 

# 

•i^orship a season of deep abasement to me, think- 
big myself unworthy to approach the Purest of 
Beings, yet sensible I was indebted to him for the 
oaany blessings with which I was surrounded. la 
the meeting for discipline desired leave to with* 
draw as clerk ; not from a wish to be less service- 
able to society, but from a belief that some diffident 
minds should be brought forward into service. 

3. Was enabled to rise* above the corruption of 
my nature and. centre a while in the* supreme good. 
Great indeed is the compassion of God towards the 
meanest of his works. O, that I was more worthy. 

4. Our quarterly meeting, a dull time. The 
meeting for worship short 5 and so many words, 
that my mind got hardly gtayed, 

ID, Trust I was enabled this morning to wor- 
ship the Father of spirits Mrith some degree of ac* 
ceptance. What a favour ! 

17. The desireof my heart thi* 4sl'^ \a^\»ii2w 

I 
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that we of the middle-aged might be as way-marks 
to the beloved youth, inviting them, in the language 
of example, ** Follow us as we'* are endeavouring to 
•* follow Christ/* A deep sense of the depravity of 
great part of the human race affected my mind, and 
raised cries to the Father of mercies that they might 
be brought to the knowledge of himself and be 
saved. 

19, Have been turning over some of the past 
leaves of my life ; and entering afresh into the 
chambers of sorrow in my dear father's illness and < 
my own, under which trials the Lord mercifully sus- 
tained me. A sense of his unmerited goodness to 
me, all my life long unto this very day, and of my 
own continued unworthiness has at this time bowed 
my spirit before him. 

31. I was mercifully enabled this morning to 
rise above the things of this life, and favoured to 
partake, according to my measure, of the joys of 
God*s sal vation« In the afternoon a sigh and a tear 
were all I had to offer ; yet believed it profitable to 
know how to want, as well as to know how to a^ 
bound ; and to be renewedly convinced that the 
latter is not at our command, 



Second Month, 1802, 

■ 

2. Our monthly-meeting at Guildford, in which 
' was renewedly desirous of repairing to the ancient 
foundation^ yet found it hard work to get to it. 
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I o . Tiie last few days much devoted to the ser^ 
yice of others, though I fear hot much spiritually 
improved. 

12. I went to meeting this morning in a com- 
fortable frame of mind ; but the enemy of all good 
soon caught its unwary attention, and led it into th^ 
Eelds of imagination, where it remained for soma 
time captivated 5 but the good remembrancer, 
who was also near, drew it in mercy towards him- 
srff, showing m^ my folly \ which cost me many 
tears, and in, I trust, true ^ntrition of soul, mea- 
surably effected the work of reconciliation : I record 
It under an humbling sense of unmerited conde- 
scension, and of my own unworthiness. 

13. That the Christian life is a continual war- 
fare was confirmed in my experience to day. I 
trust it was iu a good degree maintained ia bbth 
meetings. 

18. Shook off sloth, and rose early, desiring a 
sense of the drvine-presence might pres^fve me in 
innocence, in thought, word, and deed, through the 
day- 

20. My mind exercised on account of several 
whom I love ^ and was led to petition for them the 
blessing of preservation from every hurtful thing, 
and that they might be favoured to see and em- 
brace the things which will ensure their everlast- 
ing peace. 

21. The morning meeting a precious season, the 
unctio^ from above resting upon the minds of some 
of us, which were in a good degree gatlier^d into 
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the silence of all flesh. A painful circumstance 
occuring before the aftetnoon meeting which I 
thought struck at the best life, my mind "Wzs so 
involved in it that I could rise but little above it. 

23. Renewedly desirous of keeping the word 
of the Lord's patience, that so I might be kept 
from the hour of temptation. 

24. Sweet and tranquil : every care, and unpro- 
fitable desire, measurably bounded by the limiting 
^power of truth. 

26. Desired to be preserved from shrinking 
from the crucifying po'wcr of truth, which can 
alone qualify for an admission into the rest that is 
undefiled. 

28. Low stripping seasons to-day at meeting, 
probably for want of a more unremitting watch ; yet 
thought I laboured accord mg to my small ability. 

Thihd Month, 1802. 

5. Our monthly meeting. Methought it was 
a time of wading. Can the true Israel sing when 
the seed is in captivity? Verily nay. 

10. A dissipating day, spent much among the 
gentry, respecting a benevolent institution in hand, 
yet do not recollect but the cross was prptty fully 
borne by me. 

12." Ponder the path of thy feet," and **let thine 
*' eyes look right on," was the watch word to-day at 
meeting. O, that I may bp enabled so to do, in all 
my steppings, through the vicmltudea of time. 
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14. A circumstance occur^d which called for 
the exercise of that Christian meekness, which w^ 
as a people profess. .May we be preserved in it, 
and enabled when smitten to tarn the other cheek 
also. The prayer of my heart has been, that I may 
le so preserved, and, if opportunity offered, return 
good for evil. 

15. My mind much enjc umbered with the fore- 
going circumstance. 

i6» Rose a little above ijt, by repairing to the 
Healer of breaches. Wha4: a mercy to have such 
a Rock to retire to from the wind and the storms I 

%i, De^ly humbled under a belief that I had 
met fully acknowledged the Lord in all my wayd 
as I ought to have done. In the afternoon think 
the watch was in a good degree maintained, being 
mcerely desirous that the days work might keep 
pace with ^e day* 

25. My time fully occupied in serving my 
neighbours, even to weariness. 

28. I think the duties of this day have been in 
a good degree performed, through divine assist- 
ance ; no merit due to the creature.* 



Fourth Month, j8o?. 

ft. Was enabled to rise abosre the incumbering 
things of this lif^ : and to aspire after that commu- 
nkm tvjuch i$ with the Fa^h^ and with the Spn : 

13 



198 

of which I was measurably made to partake. Ador- 
able condescension ! 

4. A time of digging this morning. In the 
afiemoon could once more set up my Ebenezer, and 
say, •• Hitherto the Lord hath helped me." What 
ahali I render unto liim for all his benefits ? 

6. Our quarterly meeting. I thought the silent 
part of the meeting for worship measurably oMmed 
by the great iVlaster of assemblies. The meeting* 
for discipline M^as trying to my feelings. ■ ap- 

peared, endeavouring to rouse the lukewarm, and 
encourage the youth to more faithfulness. 

1 3 . Read some letters from those to whom I 
was once nearly united ; and who of later yean 
have deserted the precious cause of truth. My 
soul was deeply prostrated, under a humbling sense 
of the continued kindness of a merciful God, who 
hath hitherto preserved me alive amidst so much 
weakness 5 and renewed desires were begotten in 
mv heart for the recovery of these strayed ones. 

16. Our week-day meeting was to me a strip- 
j5ing time, in which I had renewedly to acknow- 
leilge that in me as a creature dwelt no good thing; 
and that, if I did any good, the sufficiency was of 
God : in whom dwells the fullness. 

18. Think the warfare was in a good degrees 
maintained to-day, nor were my feeble endeavour 
unowned by condescending Goodness ; whose 
mctcy is assuredly over all his works, 

22. I think the last few days have not been 
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spenrvainly, or idly ; yet peihaps they might have 
been more improved. 

23. I laboured to-day at meeting, I believed 
according to my small measure ; yet for want of 
more united exercise of spirit the work lies heavily 
on a few, who I trust are preferring Jerusalem to 
their chiefest joy. Taken suddenly ill. 

26. Had a trying night, and was very ill this 
morning. The prospect looked awful. I desired 
that. nothing might arise in my heart to oppose the 
Lord's will, whether life or death: believing he 
would order all things aright. Under this sustain- 
ing conviction I felt calm and quiet, which I es- 
teemed an unmerited mercy \ towards evening the 
symptoms vsrere more favourable. 



Fifth Month, 1802. 

. 4, My. strength nearly restored- How is the 
debt of gratitude increased within the last fort- . 
night! May I dwell under an humbling sense there- 
of \ deeply feeling my unworthiness, and the gra- 
cious condescension of a merciful God towards one 
of the meanest of his works. 

6. Had a letter from my precious niece — which 
gave me reason to hope that the good seed is not 
only sown, but likely to produce fruit. May the 
Lord in his wonted goodness, be pleased to pre- 
serve this tender plant from every noxious thing j. 
that it may flourish and yield l\ie ^^e-aiC^'sIcX^ ^\>i\\Sk ^ 

14 



Sixth Month, 1802. 

3. Returned home, bore my journey better than 
eould have been expected. 

4. Ventured to meeting, though weak, which 
proved a contriting season to my poor mind, which 
was deeply humbled under a sense of my manifold 
deficiencies* Thomas Clarke there, Mrho paid me 
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' of righteousness, which are quietness and assurance ■^^' 
for ever. 

12. This week much taken up with the com- 
pany of my brother and sister, and though tiuly 
pleasant, I was comforted to feel that nothing short 
of heavenly communion could satisfy the immor- 
tal part, 

14. Favoured with some access to the sovereign 
Good in our little silent meeting* 

19. This day the yearly meeting began. 1 
thought the overshadowing wing of that goodness 
which is ancient and ever new was measurably 
apread over us. 

24. Again laid upon a bed of sickness ; to wbicL 
I was pretty much cotifined this week. My feel- 
ings at times almost overwhelming; at others more 
comfortable. Many kind friends came to see me, 
yet I have with shame to record that my eye was 
not sufficiently single to the great Physician of 
value; .but centered too much in outward comforts, 
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a^ieljt in the aftjprnocm, in which hft had to hjuid 
forth a word of encouragement to me. 

'8* Still we;^k bath in body ^nd mind ; yet some 
aspirations srfter rejderaption from all evil hav^ajt 
seasons ascended to the Fountain of all our sure 
mercies. 

1 2. Was favoured to-day with a renewed evi- 
dence that I am not forsaken : an experience more 
precious than rubies. 

1 8. An humbling season tOrday at meeting, 
where tJie lan^uag-e of the poor pubiicaa wa^ 
adopted^ as applicable to my state. 

23 Sadness was much the covering .of my mii^ 
to-day fr6m several causes, one of which was the 
account of dear ,Sarah Stephenson's removal from 
works to i^wardsi, while en aged on a family-visit 
fai Pliiladelphia. Y,e.t believe there is no cause tfi 
sorrow on her a<:cownt, but much need to look to 
our own standing, that we may also die the death 
of the righteous. .0, th^t my. latter end xmj he like 
juato hers, full of sweet peaae. 

25. Discharged my duty as an overseer to th^ 
ibest of my ability,; in other respects weak enough. 

26. Returned from meeting this morning %8 
from ;awa$hing-rpQol,. sweetened .and refreshed ; but 

?aot watQhful enoi^h in theiifti^rnQon. 

28. Amreuewedly ^ot^viqcjed that die way ^ 
«the kiqgd^m is istr^ight ;9n4 narrow Uideed. P 
that I may be. enabled: tpwdlkdior^iti with iun.Qrfiqg 
.fcet4 !but, ;ilast! /e^, JjbeUjeiis^Me^pwe^k) and 
prone to what is wrong. 

Is 
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99« Temptations oF various kinds have beset 
my path of late, to which I have too much, far too 
muchi yielded at times ; at others, measurablj 
resisted, and craved deliverance from them. 



Seventh Month, 1802. 

2. Afresh assaulted by the enemy of all good, 
who sought to lay waste every heavenly desire ; but 
io matchless love and condescension, the Lord once 
more enabled me to set up my Ebenezer, and say, 
" Hitherto hast thou helped me.** 

5. Our quarterly meeting. I thought a good 
degree of solemnity was over the meeting, particu- 
larly the. fore part of it. The meeting for discipline 
was trying to my feelings, yet dear Sarah Hack 
was strengthened to kneel down and supplicate the 
Lord to carry forward his own work. 

10. Wrestled, as in the night season, and 
obtained but little ; the afternoon meeting more 
liv'cly. 

13. Felt something of the refreshing dew rest 
upon my poor wearied mind. 

1.7. Had renewedly to number my blessings^ 
and acknowledge they were far, very far, beyond 
my deserts. •In the afternoon gave way unprofit- 
ibly to a rpving disposition, for which I was 
favQi\red to feel a degree of true contrition. 

21. The last few days much devoted to the 
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service of the poor, and I think I have b6en preserved 
ill a good degree of watchfulness. 

22. Shaniefully lake-warm at meetings which 
produced some conflict and sorrow towards the close 
of it. Missed my way in the evening. 

23. Much in the valley, fearing I should one 
day fall a prey to my potent enemy. 

24.. Some renewal of spiritual strength to-day: 
a favour I esteemed myself unworthy of. May it 
excite to a more faithful walking before the Father- 
of mercies. 

27. That the Lord is rich in mercy, ^nd plen- 
teous in redemption, I firmly believe. May it 
deepen my gratitude, and make me careful not to 
offend him 5 yet I am daily made sensible that I 
cannot take one step aright in the heavenly race 
without his divine aid ; for assuredly it is his own 
works alone that can praise him acceptably : nothing 
• that we can do as creatures.. 



Eighth Month, iSo2, 

4. My spirit contrited under a grateful sense of 
present, as well as past, multiplied blessing^, be- 
stowed upon me by a merciful Creator. 

1 1 . How weak and inconstant is the hui^ian 
heart ! One day I think I am preferring Jerusalem 
to my chiefest joy ; and that the enemies of my 
own house are measurably slain ; then I find that I 
xca again taken captive by theni} that the^ ate nay 

16- « 
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Lam Icy favoured wiih near access to the throne of 
grace. , 

. 19. Renewed aspirations aft^r perfect purity. 

23. Received the affecting ti(}ings of the 
removal of Elizabeth Heath. It seemed like a 
renewed call, " Be ye also ready." 

25. A season of sweet solace in our little 
silent gathering. Oh, that any should be slighting 
so precious a privilege ! 

26. Instructive seasons, both morning and 
afternoon, to my waiting soul. Thomas and 
Elizabeth Ashby appeared acceptably in the 
morning, and the latter also in supplication. 
Spent the evening at Robert Mo line's. A 
sweet opportunity after tea, in which Thomas 
Ashby had to encourage a state present to 
faithfulness. 

28. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, which 
I thought measurably owned by the great- Master 
of our assemblies. After dinner Thomas Ashby 
sweetly addressed John and Mary Sweetapple, 
recurring to their late loss,* and expressing his 
desire for their advancement in the path of 
religious usefulness. 



Tenth Month, 1802. 

I. Enabled to wrestle a little for the blessing j 
which in great mercy was not withheld. 

• See 19th of Eighth tnontlu 
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5, Our- quarterly meeting, which proved an 
exercising time to my feelings* Again chofen 
for clerk ; nor could I get at that state of quiet 
my soul earnestly desired and breathed after. 
It vras perhaps permitted for my humiliation. 

8. Some renewal of ray faith and confidence • 
in the divine All-sufEciency, in our little gathering. 

10. Methought I was brought to-day as to the 
measuring line, and shown my deficiencies ; 
which humbled and contrited my spirit before 
the Father of mercies. ' 

11. Though a busy day, found a little leisure 
to retire out of the cumbers, and feel after that 
power which can alone preserve from falling. 

15. My feelings somewhat tried, under which 
I was preserved in a good degree of quiet. 

17. Found it hard wgrk to get at the spring 
this morning, and I believed it was for want of a 
more united exercise of spirit; yet the blessing 
was not wholly withheld. 

2 1 . The cloud appeared to me to rest upon 
the tabernacle, so that there seemed but little 
ability to move forward; yet was favoured with 
some degree of quiet. 

24. Much beset with weakness and tempta- 
tion ; yet was favoured to rise for a white above ' 
it, and repair to the Healer of breaches. 

31. Went to Guildford to meet my friend 
David Sands. Attended the afternoon meeting, 
in which he had a word of encouragement to ha^d 
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t9 &e tncirrners in Zion. A ffMuklK twMting in 
the evening to good satisfaction. 



Eleventh Month, t8o2. 

• 

5i Attended our monthly, meeting. David 
Sands appeared largely in testimony^ ^ds close to 
the lukewarm, but encouraging to the siiwere 
hearted. Spent the day at brother Kidd's: 
David had an opportunity in the evening wkh the 
young folks, and was drawn forth excellently in 
supplication. 

7. Accompanied David Sands to lasington, 
'had a sitting, in the family m the evening. First- 
day came to Alton, attended both meetings, and 
had a sweet opportunity in the family irt the 
•evening, in which the young folks were tenderly 
addreesed, with which they seemed affected. 

8. Went to Issington in tl>e afternoon, a 
ptiUic meeting being appointed in -the excelling. 
About two hundred people .attended from the 
tieighbouring villages, who appealed well ^safis- 
fied, and some affected with ©avid Saikl's ;doc- 

'irine. I thou^t him Temaiiudsly foiear aod fa- 
nroufed ^in teetimomy. 

9. Returned to Alton : anothsr :public meet- 
4n the evening, in whidh David iSande was led to 
^{ilain the nature of •the>go9pel dis{ieii«atian;aad 
^itie aiimstfy. 
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I J, We parted from, our beloved friend in 
near affection j my dear mother and self , re- 
turning home, David Sands intending for Ba- 
singstoke. 

14. Was thankful to feel -that the dew of 
heaven was not withheld ;. notwithstanding my 
mind had been too much outward and centering 
in worldly comforts. May it excite to more vigi- 
lance and circumspection. 

1 8. Much of a Martha this week, having 
many things to attend to, amd my mind itnproii« 
tably outward. 

21 . A day of some conflict of spirit, and deep 
humiliation. 

23. Sat a while as at Wisdom's gate, when 
the petition of my heart was, that the Lord would 
deign to be my portion, and the God of Israel the 
lot of my inheritance for ever ; 2nd then let come 
what will come, all will be well. 

25. Think I may vet)ture to say this day has 
been well spent as to action ; biit my poor mind 
has seemed left a prey to its own weakness and 
frailty, so as to be almost overwhelmed. 

26. Notwithstanding I sat down at meeting, 
and seemed a while stripped of all good ; yet, 
after some^ struggling, was enabled to sing a littU 
of mercy and judgment. What a favour ! 

28. Through divine assistance the warfare wm 
in good degree maintained this morning $ •though 
not wkhout considerable conflict. 'In the after- 
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noon and evening too unwatchful, which brought 
the deserved punishment of sadness of heart. 

29. Methinks my dwelling has been much in 
the valley where I desire to continue : believing^ 
my safety consists in a state of humble watch- 
fulness* 



Twelfth Month, iffoa. 

3. My hope and confidence in the Lord 
sweetly renewed in my silent waiting this morn- 
ing at meeting : for which favour I desire to blesi 
his holy name« 

5. Notwithstanding some weakness and be- 
setment, was favoured to rise for a while above it, 
and approach Him who is the health of my coun- 
tenance, and my God. 

8. Gave way to the suggestions of my cruel 
enemy, which brought deserved condemnation; 
and, like poor Peter, I wept bitterly. May I, like 
him, be favoured to witness perfect reconciliation 
and forgiveness. 

12. Renewedly convinced from a degree of 
blessed experience, that there is still " Balm in 
** Giiead," and " a Physician there," willing to 
heal the v/ounds made by sin and transgression. 
How lamentable so few should avail themselves 
of so precious a privilege ! . 

13. A day not whpUy unimproved, as I have 
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been enabled to afFord some relief to my fellow- 
creatures ; and think my mind hath been nieasu- 
rably bounded by the preserving fear of the Lord. 
What a favour ! 

17. My poor mind sweetly refreshed to-day, 
at our little silent meeting. 

19. My mind so beset with perplexing circum- 
stances, that I reaped but little benefit by going 
to meeting \ ^ though I made some edbrts to press 
through the crowd \ yet z, sigh and a tear were 
the poor offerings I had to make. 

24* Have spent this week with my friend 
Sarah Birkbeck (of Guildford) who is ill, and re- 
quired mylattention i and though a consciousness 
of some weaknesses is my companion \ yet trust 
I have not incurred much condemnation. 

30. Have had my mind encumbered this 
week with many things 5 yet trust have not lost 
sight of the better part. 

31. A refreshing season at meeting, in which 
my hopes and confidence were sweetly renewed in 
the Lord. Thus ehds another year of my pilgri- 
mage. That I may so run the remainder of it, 
as to obtain, in the end, the answer of well done, 
is the petition of a heart humbled under ^ sense of 
its manifold infirmities. > 



First Month, 1803. 
r. I rose this morning with reuQvvcd dcdte^ 



after holiness, hoping to have a good day ; bat 
alas I I found the tempter near spreading hia 
baitSj to catch the feet of my unwary mind : in 
which he too well succeeded, so that sorrow and 
self-abasement were justly my portion. 

3. Went to Horsham, in order to attend the 
quarterly meeting. * W.e went through some 
deep water without injury, which some of us 
€stcemed a favour. 

4* I sat down at meeting this morning, under 
an humbling sense of my own un worthiness ; yet 
ibe gfeat Shepherd of Israel, in his wonted good- 
ness, was pleased to overshadow the «ninds of some 
of us with his life-giving presence : ui unmerited 
mercy. 

5 and 6. Days of humiliation^ having missed 
my way. 

p. Once more was the royal scepter in great 
mercy extended to a poor penitent. What return, 
O my soul, canst thou mnke unto the Lord for 
all his benefits ? 

12. Trust I have stepped along the last few 
days, wKh some degree of watchfulness and 
safety. 

14. I desired not to eat the bread of idleness 
to-day «t meeting j and thjiik I laboured according 
to ability received ; which was not in vain, my soul 
being sweetly replenished. 

16. My soul bowed -ujider a spnse ofmulti- 

• Two of the montjily meetings of Siirr|r were at^at time 
joined to the quartefly racetwg of SuMes.. 



plied blessings, both ancient and hew, and the poor 
return I had to make to an all-bountiful Creaf6r. , 
In the. afternoon had a fresh combat with my 
spiritual enemies • 

17. Renewedly desirous of walking uprightly 
in the heavenly image in which man was at first 
created. 

23. A day of conflict of spirit, in which the 
«nemy prevailed for a season ; yet think he was 
silenced and put to flight, through divine assist- 
ance. 

27. I think thus far of the week hath been 
literally spent in the service of my neighbours ; 
yet I trust the better part hath jiot been wholly 
neglected. 

29. Somewhat comforted with the belief, on a 
retrospect tliat the day's work is in some measure 
keeping pace with the day. 



Second Month, 1803. 

I. Our monthly meeting at GuUdfbrd, in 
which I was according to my measure dipped into 
the low state of things among us ; so that heavi- 
ness of 1 eart was my portion. 

4. By giving way to a roving disposition on 
first sitting down at meeting, my way became so 
hedged up, that I could not discern a path ; but, 
af^ier fitruggling awhile, I wai enabled to press 
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through the crowd of difficulties, and approack 
Him who is the health of my Countenance, and my 
God. 

6. I fear my copcem to-day, though not un- 
profitable in itself, was beside the proper busi- 
ness. 

9. Some renewal of my spiritual strength, 
and confidence in the divine All-sufficiency, this 
morning. 

11. A precious, contriting season at our little 
silent meeting to-day. 

12. "When led to seethe evil propensities of 
my heart, I am at times ready to compare myself 
to poor Mary of old, out of whom our Saviour 
cast seven devils, and having had much forgiven, 
am I trust sincerely desirous of imitating her in 
my love towards him. 

18. My spirit s^ycetly contrited on reading 
some account of tlie close of dear Samuel Emlen 
[of Philadelphia], which raised renewed desires 
that 1 might live the life, and so be prepared to 
die the death, of the righteous. 

24. The last few days much taken up wiA 
company; yet I trust not altogether unprofi- 
tably so. 

25. Repaired as to the measuring line, where 
I desired to be made sensible of my deficiencies, 
and enabled to bear every refining operation 
necessary for my complete sanctification. 

27. My spirit sweetly centered in the morning ; 
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^n tie afternoon too unwatchful. O,- when will 
ttiy niind resemWe the garden enclosed, every 
hurtful thing shut out. 



Third Month, 1803. 

2. The last few days have passed serenely 
away ; and the watch I trust hath been in a good 
degree maintained; yet I know that I stand in 
jeopardy every hour, J^aving an unwearied enemy, 
who IS oft seeking to lay waste every good desire. 

4. Goodness and mercy are still following me. 
What return, Q my soul, canst thou make for such 
unmerited favours ? Mayest thou endeavour to 
walk in humility and fear, all the days of thy life* 

9. The last few days have been busily sp^nt, 
as to action : but my mind hath wandered often ^ 
unprofitably ; which at seasons hath been cause of 
mourning and heaviness of heart. 

II. I sat down at meeting, I think I may ven- 
ture to say, in self-abasedness, and I was showtt 
that if I kept nearer that power which can, alone 
give the victory, I should not so often have found 
my spiritual enemies prevail against me; and the 
petition of my heart was for, more stability, and 
that the woful portion of the hypocrite might 
never be mine. The morning meeting measurably 
favoured with the overshadowings of heavenly love 
and life, in great mercy extended to the seeking. 
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waiting soul. A few of thb number^ I trusti 
were thus gathered. 

1 6. Somewhat like a renewal of covenant 
this morning. Oh, how ardently did I desire, 
thrit I might henceforward walk with unerring 
steps, in the p?ith of humility and self-denial: 
counting every inferior enjoyment but as dross 
and dung, so that I might win Christ ; but alas 1 
when I consider my frailty and proneness to self- 
indulgence, I have much reason to fear that I shall 
yet have to mourn many nrris-^eppings in my pil- 
grimage. 

19. A day of some vexation, which I fear I 
did not bear with sufficient meekness. 

20,. My soul afresh bowed before the father 
of mercies, craving the continuance of his pre- 
serving power and care over me.- 

27. Think I was enabled to cease from my 
own imaginations, and in a good degree favoured 
with true silence, in' my sittings to-day at 
meeting. 

30. My time has been this week much devo- 
ted to the sick and poor, being surrounded with 
sickness j* but our family is at present in health, 
which calls for gratitude : as well as the many 
other blessings showered upon us, and of which I 
trust we are not insensible. 

• lii^enza; probably. 
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FooRTM Month, 1803. 

1 
# 

3. A sweetly refreshing season to my poor; 
Qiind at mefdng, this morning*. 

5. Our quarterly meeting at Brighton. The-^ 
ineeting for worship not very lively to my feelings; 
he business was got through more satisfactorily 
iian sometimes; 

8. This day I have passed through a most dis- >~ 
ressing scene, dear Mary Holland, a few hours 
ifter her infant was bom, was removed by death, 
^ever while memory remains, shall I forget, at 
reasons, this affecting scene. It seemed almost 
too much for nature to support, unassisted by 
Divine Power. But Oh ! I trust she was in a- . 
bundant mercy received where pain and sorrow 
Krill never more annoy her. 

10. Weak and languid from my late exertion : 
but was favoured in my silent sitting to feel some- 
thing of the healing waters, dispensed to my poor 
drooping nrind. 

13. Still occupied in visiting the abodes of, 
sickness and sorrow ; yet feel my strength in some 
measure recruited, through mercy. 

17. A preciously favoured season, in our little 
silent meeting this morning. > 

20. Much taken up with company; yet. my 
mind hath at some seasons aspVxe^ ^ix^i ^^ ^^c^sk 

K 
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Source of g<k>d, at others hath been too pmck 
. scattered. 

22. A day to be long remembered \^j me, I 
trust, for the fresh decendings of heavenly dew! 
O, that I may be enabled to walk worthy «uch 
uiunerited favourt. 

24* My mind renewedly instructed m. my Silent 
waiting to day at meeting. How much is it to be 
lamented, that any sbouldJie^ligfating so great a 
privilege ! • 

27. Still busied iibout mat^ tfiingr; ^though a 

consciousness of many attendant weaknesses is my 

present compMiion v yetdL trust I am in some degree 

pursuing the one thing needful. 0> diat it was 

' with more atdencyof spirit, my constant aim. 

30. A fresh ^ceno^cff trial and affliction opened 
upon us, may it be sanctified to us and those more 
Jmmediately concerned. 



TiFTH Month, 1803. 

It. Graciously permitted to lean upon the B^ 
loved of souls, in my silent sittings before him to« 
day. 

3. Was shamefully thrown off my guard for 
want of a more close attention to my unerring 
Guide. Self abasement is justly my portion this 
day* 

' 6. Favoured with some beams of divine conso- 
htsfm, in mj lowly 6it!axi{[;th\ft^3* 



t. Travailed, aecording to mf measure, tor die 
ilead, that they might be favoured to he^r the 
Yoice of the Son of God and live. 

1 1« Have Been confined this week with a sore 
throat, but have been gehtly dealt with and tenderly 
nursed by my kind friends s and, above all, been 
favoured at seasons to feel the Comforter near. 
Mayst thou deeply ponder, O my soul, how m\ich 
thou owest to so merciful a God, and walk worthy 
mich unmerited privileges. 

17. Came to WaLwordi in order to attend the 
yearly, meeting, after a pretty agreeable journey, 
and under a grateful sense of past as weH aa present 
favours. 

26. A sitdng of iike yearly meeting in the 
afternoon, where to my great surprize, Mary Sevan 
proposed my name to the meeting as one of the 
comniittee to visit Hampshire and Dorsetshire. It 
bowed me exceedingly, believing myself by no 
means qualified for such an important service; but 
after pleading my disqualification, and desiring my 
name to be withdrawn, I submitted to the judg- 
ment of die meeting : in fear, I think I may- say. 

17. Feel more tranquil, am favoured with a ' 
degree of acquiescence, accompanied with the hope 
that this dispensation may prove profitable to my- ^ 
self; although I may not afibrd strength to my 
companions. * 

30. Accompanied my kind friends William and 
Isabel Grover to Stahsted. The next day attendedi 
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their monthly meeting ; the forepart of which 
was exercising to me, but afterwards proved a 
strengthening season. 



Sixth Month, 1^03. 

» 

2. A day of heaviness of heart* 

3. Tranquil and resigned. 

5. Favoured to repair ro the quiet habitation^ 
where my spiritual strength was renewed. 

6. Went to Colchester, in order to attend the 
quarterly meeting for Essex : a large gathering to- 
day, and a considerable number of solid friends. 
I think it was an eminently favoured season. 

8. Staid over the week-day meeting, in which dear 
Elizabeth Gib$on and Mary Alexander, &c. 
laboured abundantly in gospel love, to gather the 
outcasts in our Israel. It was a season that I trust 
will not soon be forgotten by some present. 

1 1 . Left my dear and valued friends at Stan- 

. sted, and the next day was at meeting at Hertford. 

I tliought from my feelings that the spring of life 

lay low ; and that all present were not sufficiently 

engaged to dig for its arising. 

14. Too inattentive to my best interest, and so 
suffered loss . Came to town, met with affecting 
tidings, which with a sense of my mis- stoppings 
caused deservedly heaviness of heart. 

19. Went to Gracechurch-street meeting, in 
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which, though rather a low time^ I thought my 
«ou] was bowed under a sense df past^ as well as 
present, mercies. 

20. Came home and found my dear friends 
generally well, which I hope J esteemed a favour. 

21. Fresh trials and perplexities attend ; yet I 
think I have in a good degree kissed the hand that 
has permitted them. Is it not better to partake in 
the afflictions of Joseph than to enjoy the pleasures 
of sin for a season ? May I ever prefer it. 

26. Renewedly desirous of having my feet 
directed in the path of self-denial, and qf being en- 
abled to take up my cro^ daily, and follow a cru- 
cified Saviour.. 

29. Trust I have moved along the last few days 
with a good degree of circumspection and lowfinesi^ 
of heart.^ 



Seventh Month, i 803* 

' r. My mind much bowed down with renewed 
trials and exercises, O, that patience may have it$ 
perfect work. 

4. Came to Ryegate in order to attend the 
quarterly meeting. Here we met with dear 
Deborah Darby, Rebecca Byrd, Elizabeth Ho^ 
land, ai^d Martha Smith, who were truly welcome 
to some of us. The meeting for worship a 
favoured season ; the latter meeting was very trying 
to my feelings % iiut, as Rebecca Byrd had to testify. 
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we sure not to live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth Out of the mouth of God; and 
if the various trials that are permitted do but tend 
to the great work of sanctification> it will be all 
Well in the end: which is what I at this time covet 
beyond riches or length of days. 

I o. Was desirous this morning at meeting, that 
not an ofienrive thought might arise in my heart ; 
and think I was preserved in a good degree of 
matchfulness. 

1 2. Think ^e- bent of my desires tlie last two 
days has been much heavenward* May at con« 
tinue so, is my earnest de»re* Hits motning have 
performed my duty as an overseer according tt 
lUiility received. 

. 15. Have been raiewedly€OBviacedlluitefer|r 
vessel in the Lord's house mustSiave the tnscrip* 
tion of '* holiness" upon it ; and the desire of my 
heart hath been that I may be fitted to bear this 
divine impression ; though only i» a door-keeper, 
or one of the meanest servants employed therein. 

20. Pretty fully occupied with eompany, &c. 
but I trust not wholly to the neglect t>f t!ie one 
thing needful* 

23. Endeavoured to shake off every encum- 
bering thing, and repair to the Source of true help : 
nor was my feeble effort altogether unblessed. 

27. Retired a while in order to commune with 
my own heart and^be still : but met with frequent 
^terruptions. 

29. Went tameeting iritb Ae hope of meeting; 
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irkh the Beloved rf loiils ; when iwethbught th« 
^tn^my pursued me to the vety horns of the altar ) 
f et being mercifully enab)ed> in a good degree, to 
keep my hold, I trust he gamed but little adyaixtage 
ever me. 



ElCHTH MoNTkf, i8o3« 

4. Though peih^ not so. watchful as is right, 
yet I feel but little condemnadon in looking over 
the last few days. 

$. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, whett 
though discouragements abound^ was thankful that 
t l(Me strength was given to support the disciptine^ 
* 9. Some degree of hunger and thirst aftet 
righteousness! What a favour^ believing it is of tht 
Lord's creating: nothing of the creature. 

12. Sarah Bleckley and Hannah Evans were at 
our meeting and appeared^ acceptably : as the former 
did in a sitting in the evening, and both of them 
next morning before we parted. 

14. A laborious meeting this momingi in which 
I was enabled.to maintain the warfare, arid %as 
crowned with some degree of victory. What an 
imspeakable favour. 

16. Was off my guard on my first sjtting down 
at meeting to-day, and got busied beside my prepef 
busin^ss^ which made it hard work to get centered^ 
which I was favoured to do for a short time. 

^o. An awakening call this morning in lli» 
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•oddeil removal of J<^ Sweetapple> who ha& left 
an afflicted wife and eight children, to deplore his 
lots. How inscrutable are the ways of Providence 
10 us, shortsighted mortals. 

22. Was renewedly desirous of redeeming my 
time, because evil does indeed abound. 

23. Spent the day with the afflicted family at 
Catshall, ta whom I trust the Lord will fulfil fiii 
gracious promise, of being an husband to the 
widow, and a father to the fatherless. 

. 25. Felt a little portion of that peace, which 
passeth the natural understanding, rest upon my 
poor mind: and renewed desires were raised, that 
in my approaching journey, I might be presenred 
from doing my own will ; that if I am not enabled 
fo do any thing to advance the cause of truth, I 
iHiay do nothing against it. 

30. Consciousness of attendant weakness if 
my present companion. 



Ninth Month, 1803. 

2. Left home under depressing sensations, from 
various causes, so stripped of good, that 1 could 
scarcely breathe for preservation, though convinced 
that I stood in abundant need of it. Slept that 
night at Wanborough ; and after some difficulty 
proceeded to Salisbury, at which place we were 
favoured to arrive in safety, though much fatigued 
and exhausted : yet a degree of peaceful serenity 
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^r&s rouchaafed. The next day attended both 
meetings, and was painfully struck with the loose 
manner of their gathering. Here my renewed 
petition was that I might be preserved" in humility 
and singleness of heart, as well as from doing my 
own will in the impending visit ; but simply attend 
to the portion of labour assigned^ though it might 
be only to suffer in secret* 

N. B. The interval between the last date and 
the succeeding was employed in the vi^t, by 
appointment of the yearly meetings to the 
quarterly meetings of Dorsetshire smd Hamp- 
shire. 
'^5. Returned home. I feel languid ;> yet I trust 
I am not unmindful of* the many blessings with 
which I am surrounded* / 

27. This week hath mostly been spent in atten- 
tion to my dear niece H — ^ who hasbeen alarmingly 
ir!l, yet I have at.seasons felt the good Hand near 
to preserve and sustain my mind^ in a degree of 
peaceful serenity. 

Tehth Month, 1803.. • 

2. Again favoured to retire to the Rock of mjr 
strength, where my thirsty soul was replenished. ' 

4* Our quarterly meeting at Horsham. Several 
strangers present, yet methoughtlife did not arise 
into much dominion. 

9. I thought the morning meeting a favoured 
•eaaoQ. J<^Jaiicej appeared 'acce^tablx* Tbit 
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afternoon a trying one. From #01110 CMiae of 
other there evidently £elt an obsbmction to the 
^culation of life. 

12* Fulfilled an ^pointment of the montUj- 
meeting in visiting a delinquent; who manl- 
fetted much tendemess, and a true sense of the 
lundn^ss of friends* 

1 4« Think I sat in a good degree of true silence 
to-day at meetihgt in which I was owned by. the 
Father and Fountain of all our sure mercies. 

Ilu Found on my sittmg down to-day at 
meeting that it would not do to feed upon the 
manna of yesterday \ but that it must be renewedly 
waited for, and I was favoured with a little portion 
of it. • 

23. Had afresh to call to mind the gracious 
dealings of the Lord with me from ray youth up 
|o this very day, 

24« '^ I will set the Lord always before me/' 
laid David \ and the desire of my heart hath beefli 
that I may always consider myself as in his pr^sence^ 
and* $0 fear to offend him in thought^ word| or 
deed. 

30. Both morning and afternoon meetings 
aeasons of conflict to my poor n^nd ; yet t#ust . &e. 
enemy did not ^f^n mucbf ^^scend^mey over iae» 



' Eleventh MoNx^a i<o^ 
«. Xkr ti0» latf iit^ niy ^h^Ubig^ haA been 
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much in the Tallejr. I was favoured to-day in mf 
iitent sitting with something of that heavenly unioft 
and companion which is with the Father and with' 

1 

the Son. 'Inestimable privihg^ j May my fvture 
steppings evince that I retain a deep sense of its 
value. 

5. Set off in company with Richard Reynolds 
for Bristol. Reached Melksham first <»day morning. 
The meeting in the morningj held in silence, proved 
an instructive season to my waiting soul. 

7. Left my kind friends at ChapeUNap, and 
reached Bristol in the evening, where I found my 
beloved relations in usual health, which I hope to 
esteem a favour. Dear Hannah Stephenson, who 
is at present an inmate in my brother's fam9y» 
was also better than expected. 

10. Some friends dining here, dear H. S. 
appeared in ar lively testimony after dinner, pres^ 
sing to faithfulness, and testifying from her own 
eiperience, that the Lord was a rich rewarder of 
all those that diligently seek him. 

I}. I trust the warfare was measurably maia* 
taiifedy though in much weakness. I thought the 
xneetiags paiafuUy Isiborious, especially that in the 
evening. A precious opportunity occurred in the 
afternoon in. the family, in which H. S« sweetly 
addressed parents and children. 

14. OflT my guard, which broufj^t with it a 
de§x%e of self-coodamnaciom 

1 5 . Repaired to the washing-pool, from whic^ 
Itelunied ittreihrA Having aooipany> dear ll. St 

iL6 
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Mdrested a yomg womani twectly inndng lier to 
bend her neck to the yolce of Christ, and then it 
would be made eas^, and iriiat is called his borthea 
would be light indeed to the subjected will. 

1 8. Although I sat down at meeting this 
morning encompassed with infirmity; jet en- 
tJeavouring to dig deep, through divine assistance, 
I was enabled to approach the Throne of Grace, 
and to put up my petition for continued "presenra- 
tion from erery hurtful thing. 

21. Was fearful that I was not deep enough 
in my spirit, but moved too much on the surface ; 
therefore desired that I might increase in every 
Christian virtue, and that my heart mi^t be for- 
'lified with divine grace to reust the assaults of an 
unwearied enemy. 

24. Dear Hannah Stephenson had a sweet 
opportunity as we sat round her bed this even* 
ing, which refreshed our spirits. 

25. " Open thy doors, O Lebanon, that the 
•* fire may devour thy cedars,*' impressed my mind 

'soon after I sat down at meeting this morning; 
and the desire of my heart was, that the fire of the 
Xiord, which is his power, might indeed enter, and 
destroy every thing that is offensive ta his pu- 
*rity. 

27. Trust the duties of this day have been 
measurably fulfilled. 

30. Dear Hannah Stephenson had a trying 
day and appeared very low this evening, and 
worn with pain. She dewred that when favoured 



with abiUCf ) we would praf for hinr, that patience 
might have its perfect work in Her; saying ^ What 
^ a sad thing it would be if I should prove a 
' stumbling-block' at last. • '^ 



Twelfth Month, 1803. 

* 4. Both morning and evening meetings pre- 
ciously favoured seasons to my waiting soul. I 
did not eat the bread of idleness. 

5. My time this week hath been fully engaged, 
one way or another,^ but not, I trust, to the ex- 
clusion of the better part. I have been favoured 
with some watering refreshing seasons, unw;orthy 
as I esteem myself of such a favour; and on 
looking back do not feel much, if any, con- 
demnation. 

15. I feel conscious that I have not^ stepped 
along with that circumspection which is required 
of a professed follower of a crucified Saviour. 

17. Came to Chapel-Nap, where I met with 

*an affectionate reception, and attended'Melksham 

meetings next day, which I thought rather low 

'seasons. 

20. Reached Shaftsbury, where we found 
'most of our little band * assembled, and as we 
had parted in sweet fellowship, so it was pleasant 
lo feel it revive again on our sitting down together 



4 



♦ The ycariy mcstiiig'i conumttce bcft irf WMtufa i A i l ^ 
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t<. Spent MobU of thil weA 8t AkM^ wlMt 
I itieC with my beknr^d mother. Returneil hoiBt 
the 3oth» when on a reWeW of the nuntfold blei* 
sings, and favours bestowed Upofi met th€ buiable 
language of my soul was. What shall I render unto 
thee, O Lord, for all thy benefits ? May increasing 
dedication of heart mark the few remaining steps 
of my pilgrimage, and evince that I have not only 
auBg of thy mercies, but endeavour^, by obe* 
dience to thy divine laWj to improve thenu 



First Month, 1804. 

I. The vision of Jacob's ladder, and the 
angels ascending and descending thereon j opened 
sweetly on my mind, protty early in the meeting: 
which appeared to me a lively representation of 
the communion between the soul and its Creator, 
when favoured to ascend this heavenly ladder, 
leaving all transitory things at the foot of it ) and 
the prayer of my heart was that it might be 
£tted more and more for so precious an enjoy* 
ment. 

8. Many things crowding in since my last re- 
mark, I forget particulavly^what has occurred^ but 
this I know, that goodness and mercy have foU 
lowed me from day to day ; and though I may not 
always have improved these blessingjs as 1 00^ 
to have done \ yet on a retrospect I feel not much 
condemuuipn.^ 



r4« Came ^ Gdildford i6 8(Mtid • ftW dbyt 
my clear S»rah Birkbeck, who is in a dedkiby 
•ute of health* *^ 

15. I think I was enabled to centre for a white 
in the silence of all fleofa, this momicg at meeting* 
In the afternoon staid with Saiah Biricbeck) outf 
time not spent unprofitably, I trust, 

17. A precious concriting season in stttin|| 
with the little handful at this place. After it, 
met with an exercise of Christia patience ; whichj. 
I trust, I bore witii becomii^ meekness. 

20. Not so watchful as I should hare been, 
from which I suffered loss« 

ai: My dwelling hath hetn^ much in the 
valley this day : a lowly, but a safe situation* 

22, Sitting down this morning at meeting, ia 
much abasement, I was favoured to feel something 
of the healing waters dispensed to my thifSty sottl s 
a favour I esteemed myself unworthy of. Th^ 
afternoon, di4 not maintain the watch -so steadily 
M I ought to have done* 

25. Have been too mu«h dissipated m^ in idle 
nnxture \ yet have at times mourned my ihraktom 
and breathed for deliveranee« 

a6. << Day uaioday utt^efh spee«l^ ^d wH^ 
^ unto night showetH knewledge.*^ Hiiytstf lliM| 
O my soul, open thiiie etnr to instruiCfion; 

10# I ^oi^t the momfrtg meetiifg a ^eci^bsly 
iMPMrod seosoDi dour fittsanna Home h$A n wo^dl 
of encouragement to hand to the mouMen kk 

Kiny ««# W'imkaisoii tt^ Aeyotttfr^ to tome, tmt^ 
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Md see fiow gfbod die Xord is lo dibse that fere 
and fear his name. The afternoon not so liTely, 
S. H. had a sitting in brother Kidd's £»milj, and 
with my beloved Sybtlla Turhoar in her chamber, 
whom she endeavoured to encourage to come 
forwsUrd in the Christian race : concluding with 
this passage, <* Come up hither, I will show thee 
<< the bride, the Lamb's wife/' 



Second Month, x8o4» 

12. A variety of circumstances have combined 
within th^ last two Weeks to harrass my mind, so 
much so, as almost entirely to preclude that quiet 
and settledness so desirable, and which I have at 
seasons pressed after, and of course disqualified 
me from minuting down my feelings as they 
occurred. 

• 19. Deeply humbling were my views of my- 
self this day ; yet some encouragement was also 
administered, through adorable condescension. 
. 21* I have considered the station I stand in as 
awful, some looking towards me for example and 
lielp. O thatl was indeed qualified for a. way- 
marks but instead thereof how often have. I to 
mourn over my leanness and poverty. 
■ 24; A time of searching of heart to^ay in our 
little silent meeting : an employ I desire to be ofte^i 
found in. 

%6. My miodi thrpugK unwatchfulnes^ gol 
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•ntangled in a snare, spread before it, I doubt not, 
by the enemy of all good, in order to divert its at- 
tention, on my first sitting down at meeting ; but 
after a while the good Remembrancer, being also 
near, showed me my folly ; to whom I cried for 
deliverance, and was enabled to press through and 
touch the hem of his garment, and found healing 
virtue to flow from him. 



Thi^d Month, 1804. 

3* Much beset with evil : yet trust through 
divine assistance the warfare is still measurably 
maintained. 

4. Still weak and poor every way, yet I trust 
not forsaken. What a mercy I 

7* Faint yet pursuing. 

9* A little revival of my faith and confidence 
this morning, in our little silent galhering. 

II. Came to Guildford to see dear Sarah 
BIrkbeck, who is in all human probability has* 
tening towards, I trust, a better country. 

14. My time pretty fully taken up, in at- 
tending my dear friend; jet I think I have been 
preserved in a good degree of watchfulness and 
favoured with peaceful serenity. 
' 17. A trying day and night, in beholding the 
conflict of our dear friend in putting off the 
shackles of mortality ; which she was mercifully 
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teleased Aom- about twenty minntes before dgbt 
</clock diis morning, which we diat had been 
witness 'to her sufferings esteemed a favour* Somt 
hours before the solemn close, as dear Mortil 
Birkbeck and I were ntting together^ a sweet 
calm spread orer our minds, which seemed to me 
Uke an evidence, that his dear wife^s spirit was 
near centering beyond the reach of pain ^d 
sorrow. 

1 8. Morris Birkbeck was strenghtened to get 
out to meeting to-day, where he supplicated for 
resignation. It was to my poor wearied mind a 
refreshing . season, feeling something of the holy 
unction to rest upon it. 

20. Was desirous of digging deepf that I 
might be favoiured with the i«oewed- discoveiy^of 
the ancient fbundaticm, which was in gitat con* 
descension vouchsafed. 

25. Several friends came to attend the burial 
of dear Sarah Birkbeck. The meeting was held 
in silence, but I thought the forepart, pafticularly, 
was covered with a degree of solemnity* 

24. Was jealous over myself that I had not 
attained to that strength and stature designed for 
me, had 1 been more watchful and stable. May 
this jealousy and fear excite me to ponder well the 
path of my feet. 

29. Pretty much engaged the remainder of the 
week, in preparing for leaving home ; yet not I 
trust to the entire neglect of the one thing needful. 
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May I ever chuse thU better part, and then I 
have faidi to believe, it will never be taken 
from 'me. 



Fourth Month, i8o4» 

I. . Some renewal of my spiritual 
Xieft home this evening. 

3, The quarterly meeting. I thought it a more 
&voured. season than it is often our lot to e»« 
periencs at such , times ; and the business got 
through more satisfactorily ; for which I fdt a 
degree of thankfulness : as well as in beholding 
4ome growth^ as I apprehended, in some of our 
young members. 

5. Set forward lor Alton, in company with 
Morris Birkbeck, at which place the yearly meet** 
ing's committee met, as proposed at parting in the 
twelfth month. 

1 8. This nXttning, after a contriting season 
together, our little ccnnpany began to separate in 
-the fresh feeling of that love, whieh had sweetly 
united us in moving along through this arduous 
engagement: for which, with many other blessings 
dispensed, I desire to be reverently thankfiiU 

21. Since my return home, although I havi 
lelt anusoally impoverished, yet a degree of peace- 
fbl quiet has accompanied my mind, and some as* 
ptratioiis after increasing dedication and coaformity 
of will io die XSmam wiU. 
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'. n. Some searching of hearty and caDingtg 
flUDd the manifold favours of a merciful 6dd, 
towards one of the meanest of his works. 

a5. Deeply humbled on turning over some 
of the leaves of my past iife, to see how much 
goodness and mercy have been extended from time 
to time, yea all my life long, to so unworthy i 
rreature. May it excite to double diligence, for 
surely the debt I owe is beyond all calculation. 
Content not thyself, O my soul, with making these 
remarks^ but endeavour to dwell and move under 
an humbling sense of thy obUgation. 

27. The prayer of my heart was, that not an 
impure or offensive thought might arise, but, that 
die food most convenient for me might be gnk 
ciously dispensed. 

29. Instructive seasons to my waiting souli both 
morning and afternoon meetings. 



Fifth Month, 1804. 

r. Humbled under some affecting conside- 
rations. 

4. I thought the Lord was near us tp-day, 
known as formerly by the breaking of bread, to 
the refreshment of the souls of some of us. 

6. Seasons of renewed favour to-day at meet« 
ing, so that I could adopt the words of the psalmist, 
^* What is man that thou art mindful of him, and 
^ the Son of man that thou vi«itest him," &c. 
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9, Went to Guildford on business. Attended 
the week-day meeting. I thought .the spring of 
life lay low, and my mind not sufficiently divested 
From the business I had been engaged in, pre- 
viously to going to meeting, to dig very deep } so 
that I gained but little by going. 

X I • Renewedly besought deliverance from 
the bondage of corruption, that I might indeed 
witness the glorious liberty of the children of 
God. 

17^ Though I have been prietty fully occupied 
with business the last few days, my mind hath been 
favoured wijth sweet serenity, having been pre^ 
served in a good degree within the dbrine iiK 
closure. What a mercy f 

19. H^d afresh to acknowledge," with hum- 
ble gratitude, that good is the Lord and worthy 
to be praised, and that by the whole house 
of Israel. 

21. Attended tlie first sitting' of the yearly 
meeting, which I thought was owned by con-*' 
descending goodness. 

30. I diought the Jast sitting, of the yearly 
meeting emkieatly favoured. .We separated undei; 
a precious solemn covering, and I beliere the 
humble, grateful language of many miiidswas. 
What shall we reader unto diee, O Lord, for al) 
thy benefits ? 
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Sixth Momth^ 1804* 

4» Caaie iKWie inbealdi, and found mf be- 
lofcd modier so ; for which £aivour, with maaf 
«dKR btxhf ditpenafd, I desiie to be hombly 

& Went to o«r fDonddy meedng at Guildfordi 
vluch proved, condary to ezpectation9 an in- 
firactive aad strengt h ening season ; yet I feaied 
eone pcesent resembled die sluggard who was 
desiiovs of a little moee sleep, and a little more 
dnpnber^ind folding of the hands to sleep. O 
that these may be nnised to a sense of their dongefi 
kst they ^ b^ in hanrctt, and have notlung*'' 

lo. Saw afresh the necessity ot watchfulness 
and prayer ; and desired that I might dweU within 
this holy indosure. 

14. On looking back to my last remark^ may 
ymih thankfulness acknowledge that the petitic» 
of my heart hath been mercifully granted : having 
l^e^ favoured to keep near the centre of good, 
and draw my fresh ^rings from that sacred 
source. 

tjf. Dewed to hunger patiently this morning 
ft meeting, rather than presume to carve for my- 
self; well knowing it is the IJord's prerogative to 
feed his dependant children : which, after a time 
of waiting, he condescended to do, by handing a 
Jittle of his soul-satisfpn^ food. 
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17. Was favoured to sit under tlie df rin^ 
aaointing in both meetings. Inestimable priaw 
'lege ! How lamentable that any should slight it I . 

19. An execcising day to n^y liiind through 

the cause suffering from unfaithfulness in aa 

9gfiA friend. Endeavoured tou clear myself of him ; 

but did , not do it in the way that appeared most 

satisfactory to myself, being discouraged. 

22. Better tidings from Ireland respecting my 
poor brother, cause of thankfulness. May he prize 
dbe mercies of a long-suffering God towards him. 

24* In grateful remembrance of the Lord^t 
tender mercies I can this day renewedly set up 
my Ebenezer, and say, ^ Hitherto, the Lord hath 
«* helped me." 

28. Received the afiecting account of my: h&m 
loved sister Waring's being alarmingly iU. Thus 
wave upon wave is permitted to follow us ; yefe 
was favoured to feel my mind in a good degree 
divinely anchored. What z. mttcj \ 

30. A rather mose favourable account of mf, 
beloved sister^ May we be fiufficientlj thaakfiuiL 



Seventh Month, r8o4* 

» 
• 

t. Rather a conflicting season at meeting llus 
■Jboniing ; the evening more lively. 

3. Our quarterly-meeting. Tabitha Middletonf 
iSosaiina Horne, and Thomas Ashby, appeared ac«* 
ceptablTi as did the two f otm^i 'm ^<^ tos^vcci'^Vst 
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dimpKne. 1 was enabled to get tfareugh the 
btitiness better than my cowardly heart had an- 
ticipated; yet I well know from whence my hdp 
came, for which I felt thankful, ancl I dunk 
humble. 

6. A conflicting day to my poor mind| die 
monthly meeting appointing me an dder ; iirfiidi 
though I had. reason to expect, it having been laid 
before me many months for my connderation, yet 
I did not suppose the appointment would be made, 
without giving me an opportunity of expressing 
my feelings on the subject, an awful one to me 
truly. 

8. More quiet and comfortable, though led u 
into the stripping-room, where I have renewedJy 
seen my own insufficiency for every good work ; 
yet my faith and confidence a little renewed in the 
sufficiency of God. 

lo. A depressing day to my feelings from 
various causes, yet a little relieved by writing to 
an individual whom I sincerely love ; to v^am her 
of her danger, as I apprehend. * 

12. Sadness is still the secret covering of my 
mind. May I dwell patiently and humbly under 
it, that so it may tend to my refinemeot : then will 
all work together for good. 

13. J accompanied Tabitha Middleton to 
Guildford, an exercising meeting. She spake of 
the famine in Samaria, with the king's answer to 
the poor woman when she cried to him for help : 



2^1 

which pa9sage* had refiealredly passed mj mind be-* 
fore she stood up. 

I5« On a striict scrutiny itito the motives for 
action^ saw that I had been seeking the honour, or 
at least the approbation, of poor finite creatures 
like myself i rather than the honour which comes 
from God: which humbled me,. and led me to. 
craire preservation from every snare of an un- 
wearied enemy. 

1 8. A fresh scene of trial opened : I was de- 
sirous of patiently abiding under it. 

19. More comfortable, axid hoped .things might 
turn out better than we had reason to fear, so that 
I i^uld adopt the following lines; 

*^ This day, be bread and peace my lot : 

'* All else benealh the sun, 
** Thou know'st if best bestowed or not, 

" And let thy will be done.'* 

20. Went to meeting with a mind much unin- 
cumbered, hoping for a good meeting ; but found 
I was not to eat the bread of idleness, nor did I 
desire to dp so ; but found strength to wrestle for^ 
the blessing which was in a good degree answered: 
though I thought an unskilful appearance hurt the 
meetings 

27. This last week hath been^ attended with 

• The text is, «« If t&f Xx>rd do not lielp thee, whence ihall I 
••helpxhee?" 

L 



t4S 

peculiir difficulties^ that hadwenot beef^^urroutid* 
ed with kind frienda who- cheerfully diared with 
us the trial of the day, know not how ^ we should 
have got on. 

ap. Wa« enabled through divine assistancrte 
mount a little above the encumbering cares of this 
life, and renew my spbitual streQgth, this morning 
in our silent meeting; which I estee m ed a great 
favour^ after.jso harrassing a time. 



'Eighth Monthi r8o4. 

'5« Was favoured-'Sweetly to repose all my cares 
i in Him, who is the health of my countenance and 
, my God* xln our silent sitting in the evening saw 
that it would not do |pr the faithful, in this day of 
« deep rerolt, of perplexity and treading down, to 
« dwell as in ceiled houses; but that each should 
* endeavour to put on strength in the name of the 
Xord, to arise and build. 
. p. Came to Staines. 

12. A time of wading in the morning meeting, 
for methought the spring of life lay low ; yet was 
enabled to petition for myself, and for the wan- 
derers present, that we might be gathered. In the 
evening was desirous of keeping my heart with all 
diligence, that so my evening sacrifice might 
find acceptance with the Father of mercies : which 
I trust was in a good degree the case. 
ij. The monthly meeutvg> ^xx^ >Ottfii>x^ -ai 
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pretty many valuable friends attended, yet I thought, 
it was not a season of rejoicing. 

1 6. Wias favoured this morning in the week- 
day meeting, to draw water out of the reach of thei 
archers. IriestimaWe privilege ! » 

19. Having missed my way, a day of deserved^ 
humiliation succeeded : under which I was favoured, . 
through gracious condescension^ to feel something, 
like forgiveness and reconciliation. 

a2. Although made sensible of my manifold^ 
infirmities as a creature^ yet' was favoured and 
refreshed with the lifting up of the light of the 
Lord's countenance upon me. 

26. Mourned over a fallen sister : yet I trust 
not in a pharisaical spirit; for I felt, renewedly felt 
that my^backslidings had been many, though more 
concealed. I thought I could willingly have gone 
and sat by her in that state of humiliation which 
I craved for her ; so that she might witness fer» 
giveness, and endeavour by her future conduct to 
wipe away the reproach she hath brought on friends 
and the Truth. ' 

30. A time of sweet sblace in the week-day 
meeting, a -favour I esteemed myself unworthy of . 



• Ninth Month, 1804. 

1. Returned home in health and with a peaceful 
mind. May I walk w^thy such unmerited mercies* - 

2. Sat tfgaUi with my dear friends ia our litthl •* 

L a 
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jHent meeting, in I think a good degree of humble 
watchfulness. 

11. Have been confined to my chamber, and 
mostly to my bed, since my last remark, by an un- 
expected attack of fever ; yet have to acknowledge 
that I have been mercifully dealt with every way : 
not only my bodily sufferings mitigated by every 
attention that friendship and kindness could suggest: 
but (though in the beginning I was tried with the 
withdrawings of heavenly love and life, yet after- 
wards) I was favoured to find Him whom my soul 
lovetl\; yea I sought him on my bed, and found 
him near, to my great refreshment. What an 
Unspeakable mercy to one so unworthy ! 

12. Notwithstanding the above recited mercies 
I behaved foolishly and airy yesterday evening* for 
which I felt deserved reproof, and feel to-day 
much in the valley ; a safe though lowly situation: 
may I keep my abiding here. 

1 6. Gradually recovering; but the extreme 
heat of the weather prevents my gaining strength 
fast, and also deters me from venturing to meeting 
to-day. I think it was not for want of inclination! 
for it wouldhave been pleasant to sit with my friends. 
However through gracious condescension I was 
favoured with some access to Him who is not con- 
fined to space or time, in my solitary sittting. 

20. I'he prospect of the approaching quarterly 
meeting looks awful to me, being on a weighty 
appointment. I have endeavoured this day to repose 
my carle upon that divine arm of help which alone 
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cin^ualify for every good word and wotk. May 
I be preserved in child-like simplicity, having no 
confidence in the flesh. 

23. Was favoured to renew my strength and 
confidence in the all-sufficient Arm of help. ' . 

24. Went to Horsham, and sat with a com- 
mittee on the consideration of suitable friends for 
the station of elders : a painful sitting indeed! I 
was afraid of darkening counsel by words without 
knowledge; but through divine assistance was en- 
abled to stand firm against what I believed a wrong 
appointment, in which I found a degree of sweet 
peace. 

25. The quarterly meeting, an uncommon 
distressing season. I desired, when I took my seat, 
to be with the true seed whether in suflFering or re- 
joicing ; and truly the former was the portion of 
divers, if not of most. We seemed to be enveloped 
in a cloud of darkness, such as I scarcely remembeir 
to have felt, till near the close ; when a little light 
arose into dominion, and a friend present was ena^ 
bled to sound forth an alarm, desiring us to search 
individually into the cause. The meeting of bu- 
siness also trying, some of the answers to the queries 
manifesting much defection ; yet no way clearly 
opening for an appointment, it was judged safest 
to leave it to future consideration. 

. 28. The awful situation of things, afiected my 
mind and raised a petition that we might be spar^^ 
a little longer \ that the heathen might itot triumph 
- over us saying, ** Where is ttidt God?* ' 
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30. Some doubts and fears, lest I should not so 
run as to obtain, encompassed my poor mind, soon 
after my sitting down at meeting this morning: 
when some gracious promises were in great conde- 
scension brought livingly to my remembrance, to 
the lifting up of my head, and confirming my 
feeble knees. Thus bountifully is the Lord dealing 
M'ith one of the meanest of hi^ creatures. May I 
ever live to praise and adore his excellent name* 



Tenth Month, 1804. 

5. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, wherein 
1 desired to be preserved from hewing out cistern^ 
for myself, or resting satisfied with any thing short 
of partaking of the well-spring of life ^ which was 
rcnewedly revealed to my waiting soul, to my hum- 
ble admiration: and I longed that all present 
might come, taste and see, for themselves, how 
good the Lord is. 

7. Desired that I might be enabled to offer a 

pure offering tliis morning, unmixed with the acti* 

vity of the creature j that so it might find accept- 

ante with Him who is perfect in holiness. The 

afternoon meeting I thought very dull, nor did I 

keep so faithfully on the watch as I ought to 

fa^ye done. 
'l«. Think I have been favoured to move along 

the la^t thvee days with a good degree of safety. 

1 1 . It was with me a time of deep wrestling^ 
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this morning, before I could iind access to the 
Fountain of living waters, after which mj soul 
thirsted J yet, thanks be to the holy name, my labour 
was not altogether in vain. 

14. I believe a remnant were favoured to sit 
under their own vine and fig-tree, and feed as be- 
side the still waters, tliis morning at meeting. 

1 7. My mind under depressing sensations from 
various causes y under which I have endeavoured 
to centre near the only source of good Mid true 
consolation. 

21. Desired this morning to sit at Wisdom's 
gate, and to be found waiting at the posts of her 
door. How did my soul long that all present 
knew the preciousness of pure silent worship, 
wherein [the soul] breathes forth its wants to its 
heavenly Creator; who at seasons is pleased to 
replenish it abundantly: forever blessed be his 
excellent name. He is not saying to the seed of 
Jacob, •* Seek ye me in vain.*' ■ • . " . 

28. ' Rather stripping seasons both inorriing 
and afternoon meetings. I desired to hunger apd 
thirst patiently. 



Eleventh Mohth, 1^04. 

2. This morning unexpectedly^ dear Williath 
Jackson [of Pemisylvania]'came, and attended bur 
monthly meeting* Heapp^red acceptably in' the 
meeting for wirfship i tfunagh te «^vSl^ W\)i^^ 
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he might appeal to the feelings of some present 
that the well was indeed deep, desiring we might 
not be discouraged, neither content ourselves with 
^ a traditional belief of the truths of the gospel. 

4* Dear William Jackson still with us, and 
labouring in gospel love, to gather the outcasts of 
Israel into the fold of true rest and peace. 

6. I accompanied W. J. to Alton. He had a 
meeting next morning at eleven o'clock, in which 
he was led in an encouraging line to the true mour- 
nersi and sweetly invited the children present to 
seek the Ix)rd for themselves, &c. Not finding 
himself clear of Guildford, he returned and had a 
meeting there on sixth-day afternoon, in which he 
was led in a close searching testimony, endeavour* 
ing to rouse the lukewarm to a sense of their danger, 
and in persuasive language inviting to follow those 
things that make for peace. 

I f • I thought the morning meeting a preciously 
favoured season, both in the silent part of it, and 
under the lively ministry of William; who was 
concerned to have a public meeting in the evening, 
particularly desiring the company of the poor, and 
it was mostly this class attended. I thought him 
remarkably clothed for this service, explaining with 
great clearness the nature of true gospd worship, 
and directing the attention of the people to the 
inward teacher. 

IS. Our dear friend left us and went forward 
far Chidiester. We psurted in sweet fellowshipi 
of whkh I diought m^^tlf uuNcotth^ to partake* 
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14* My mind much tried with various dis* 
couragements, under which I have endeavoured to 
keep in the stillness, and feel ^after that Rock 
which is an anchor sure and stedfast. O that my 
abiding was more cotistantly here': then should I 
not be so often the sport of winds and waves. 

15. Still under depressing feelings : but I hive 
remembered that man is not to live by bread 
alone, but by every word that procedeth out of 
the mouth of God. May I patiently abide every 
humbling dispensation. ' 

18. Proving seasons both morning and after-^ 
noon meetings ; yet Mras favoured not to let go 
my hold, though my faith was at a low ebb, and 
the prayer of my heart was that I might keep the 
word of the Lord's patience, that so I might be 
kept from the hour, of temptation. 

19. Sackcloth is still the secret covering of my 
mind, although I appear not unto mea to fast. 

23. I think my soul was bowed in deep pros* 
tration before the God of my life, who was graci* 
ously pleased to own me in this low estate by the 
lifting up of the light of his countenance upon me. 
May I walk worthy such unmerited mercy. 

25. A day of heaviness of spirit, yet a little of 
the oil was graciously dispensed to my drooping 
soul in the morning meeting. In the afternoon 
.mourning was my portion. 

28. Desirous that the day's work may keep 
pace with the dj^y, yet encompassed with fears, 
lest it should fall short. May the Lord be 
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ny refuge in the day of trouble, and then let come 
what will come. 



Twelfth Month, 1804. 

t. Still moving heavily on my way ; discourage- 
ments from within and without ; yet have not let^ 
gp my confidence, which I esteem a mercy from^ 
die liOid* 

2. Afflictions still await us. May- they; have 
the designed eflfect, which is, doubtless, to 
wean vs from every earthly dependance, and 
incite to seek with more fervency an habitation 
that hath foundations, eternal in the heavens. Ah, 
may I indeed so ran as to obtain this enduring 
treasure 5 for hterc seems no rest for my vreaned*" 
soul. 

3. Thoroughly dissatisfied with myself, believ- 
ing I have not been so watchful as I should have 
been, and therefore am deservedly disquieted. 

6. Our monthly meeting at Guildford, an 
unusually exercising time to me from several 
causes. Paid oiF a little debt to a beloved nepheW 
and niece. 

9. My head a little lifted above the waves of 
discouragement, and my soul for a season arrayed 
with the garment of praise, being graciously ad- 
mitted into the presence of its beloved. 

II. In some degree pressing after the mark 
for the prizes 
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12. Felt aomewhat of a draft to retirement^ 
iHit let trifles put me by, so that it is probable I 
missed of an intended good : to my shame I record 

it. 

14. Renewedly besought deliverance from all 
cvil| for I found the tempter near, spreading his . 
snares in order to catch my weak mind ; but being 
favoured to see the bait, I repaired to the Name of 
the Lord, which thanks be to him, continues to be 
a strong tower where indeed there is safety. 

1 8. Came to Guildford and attended the week- 
day meeting, in which I was unexpectedly re- 
freshed after a time of digging. 

2o. Not enough circumspect, as I saw by 
bringing my deeds to the light: yet I think I love 
the reproofs of instruction, knowing tbey are the 
way to life. 

23. Desired this day the Lord's hand would 
not spare, nor his eye pity, until he had made me 
what he would have me to be. May that which 
is de»gnedYor the sword perish by the swdrd, that 
every thing that is not of his right4)and planting 
may be nMed up. Oh, can I be fit to overlodk 
others vineyards, when I find so much to do in my 
own, so much cause for weeding, digging and 
pruning : surely there is no time for idleness ! 

24. Think I have been enabled to step along 
in a good degree of safety t^e last few days, though' 
I have not been without my exercises, 

30. Went to Horsham, to attend our quar-* 
terly meeting, where I met "^mxki 4.^w: "^'^feasoL 
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Jackson, George and Mary Staccy, &c. 
Brother Kidd and myself took our seats in the 
meeting of ministers and elders ; an a>vful time 
to my mind though much encouragement WM 
lianded us, by the beloved friends above -men- 
tioned* 

31. also i8o$. First month i, tj 3. The quar- 
terly meeting* The meeting for worship I thought 
a favoured season. William . Jackson first stood 
up with these words, ** Prepare to meet thy God, 
** O Israeli'' and a second time with, " Let God 
'^ arise i let hb enemies be scattered.'' The 
meeting for discipline trying to my feelings. 
Here an appointment took place to visit the 
monthly meeting of Chichest^^r which somewhat 
relieved me. At the conclusion of the meeting 
for worship, William Jackson requested to have 
another next mosning at ten o'clock; which 
proved a strengthening, encouraging season to 
many minds ^ also a sitting in the evening, in 
which William was led to speak of fhe parable 
of the prodigal son, enlarging on the latter part of 
it, the elder son's displeasure at his fathers' re- 
ception of his poor brother, and his fathers' reply, 
" Thou art ever with rae, and all that I have is 
•* thine,*' inferring from hence that the righteous, 
should not ^repine, that their reward is sure. 
Spent the evening pleasantly at William Swan's, 
and next morning, after a $itting, parted in sweet 
fejlowship. Notwithstanding these abundant un- 
iuerited favours^ thiou^ uvwiaxOcvluVcv^W^l \^ 



I 



253 

turned with the fear of having incurred condem- 
nation, instead of the sweet reward of peace. 
Thus am I staggering on in this important journey, 
'sometimes making a little progress, and again 
halting and stumbling ; and have the ground to go 
over again. May I be enabled so to run as in the 
end to obtain ; then will all the trials and per* 
plexities of time appear lighter 'than vanity, com- 
pared with the joys of God's salvation. 



First Month, i 805. 

3. On my return home, met with a fresh trial, 
in which I was so involved, that I reaped but little 
benefit by going to meeting. 

7, Methought the situation of my mind to-day 
at meeting resembled the valley of Jehosaphat 
where the Lord pleads with his people; yet I 
think I love to meet him even in the way of his 
judgments, for these have ever been mixed with 
mercy. " Bless the Lord'Vthen " O my soul, and 
*< forget not all his benefits ; who redeemeth thy 
** life from destruction, who crowneth thee with 
** loving kindness and tender mercies P' 

10. Too much of a Martha. 

11. Desired that not only the dross and the 
tin might be taken away, but also the reprobate 
silver 5 every thing specious that is not truly soli^ 

M. 
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tnd valuable ; for nothitig else will find acceptance 
with perfect purity and goodness* 

13. A little animated to press forward, through 
the crowd of difficulties that present* 

14. A time of digging to-day in both meetings, 
for I thought the spring of life lay low, and but 
few present concerned to labour for its arising ; or 
surely we should have been favoured with more of 
the bubblings-up thereof* , . 

16. Yielded foolishly to a temptation, so that 
sadness Is deservedly the covering of my mind. 

17. Have renewedly experienced that strait 
indeed is the gate, and nstrrow the way which 
leadeth unto life. May I be one of the few that 
are enabled, through divine assistance, to walk 
therein; though I often fear t shall miss the 
glorious recompence of reward, that, awaits the 
righteous. 

20. My dwelling has been for the last two 
days, in a land of drought with but little verdure. 

21* Closely beset by the enemy of all good, 
nay I thought he pursued me to the very horns of 
the altar, where I fled for safety ; but thanks be to 
the God of my life who rebuked him ; so that I 
could say, " Hitherto hath the Lord helped me*" 

23. Though I have felt very poor the last two 
days, so that I have at times said, ^ My leanness, 
** my leanness I" yet think I have been preserved 
in a humble resigned frame of mind, from a deep 
Sense of my utter unworthiness of divine regard* 
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•aj. I trust the >Varfafe is still measur$ib)y 
maintained, though feebly. 

26. I seemed uncommonly empty and ^tr^ppeil 
*'of good in the forepart t)f the meeting, under 
•which I desired to Wait patiently, rather than 
worship any device of my own; besides, I €on- 
'^idered my unworthiness to approach perfe<Jt 
'|)urity ; yet in this low estate he condescended to 
favour with access to his life-giving presence, an4 
measurably arrayed my pobr soul with the gannent 
of praise. 

28. 1 went to meeting this iX)orning in a qui^ 
frame of mind, hoping to receive spiritual r^- 
-freshment, and thiiik 1 laboured according to 
•ability received, yet desertion and poverty was 
-my portion, so that % sigh and a tear seemed all 
I had to offer V M4>ich was much the case again 
this afternoon, ^o-that I thought my offering was 
not equal to^he turtle doves and pigeons under 
the laiw : yet 'believed it safest to obtrude nochir^ 
rof my oWn. 



Second Month, 1804. 

^. It continues to -be a Winter season with 
me. May I patiently endure every turning of the 
divine hand upon me, in order to cleanse and pu- 
rify from cvfcry deffilement,.for I fear I have not so 
^Tully vurrendered s^i that is appointe^l for d«- 

M2 
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•truction^ as may have been required. What a 
great work is the souPt redemption ! Never did 
it appear more awful, or more precious. 

3. Our monthly meeting at Guildford. In 
the meeting for worship, my soul travelled as in 
a wilderness country, and but little light shone on 
my path; yet, towards the conclusion, infinite 
Goodness opened something like a spring in the 
desert to my great refreshment, and consolation. 
May he ever have the praise of his own works. 

4. Wrestling seasons both morning and after- 
noon meetings ; yet my labour was not altogether 
in vain in the Lord. 

6. Felt something like a little greenness, so 
that I was enabled to rejoice in God my Saviour. 
Inestimable privilege ! May I sufficiently pnze it. 

8. I think I did not eat the bread of idleness 
to-day at meeting, nor do I desire to do it, know- 
ing it is my indispensable duty to labour for it, and 
that it is well worth all our pains when favoured 
to partake of it. And the secret petition of my 
heart was, that the food most convenient for us, 
might be dispensed to each individual present, 

II. Went to Chichester in company with 
Morris Birkbeck, brother Kidd, and Elizabeth 
Moline, by appointment from the quarteriy-meet- 
ing to visit that monthly meeting, where we found 
things mournfully low, the work resting on an in- 
dividual or two, with whom we nearly sympa- 
^ized, yet could see no way to relieve them. I 
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ttaid the remainder of the week whh my kind 
friends James and Sarah' Hack, pleasantly, at- 
tended their week-day and first-day meetings, 
which were rather laborious seasons to my feeble 
mind, yet not uninstructive. 

1 8.. Felt weak and poor every way, being con- 
siderably indisposed in body. 

20. Returned home, found my beloved mother 
in good health, which I esteem a favour. 

22. Our little week-day meeting proved a 
sweetly solacing season 5 in which my faith and 
confidence in die divine all-sufficiency were re- 
newed. 

24. A time of searching of heart this morning 
at meeting, in which I endeavoured to bring my 
deeds to the light, to see whether they were such 
as would find acceptance in the divine sight. Staid' 
at home in the afternoon from indispcTsition. 

26. Felt something of a godly jealous^ over 
myself, fearing the day's work had Hot kept pace 
with the day. Sorrowful indeed would it be, if 
1 should be found without oil in my lamp, when 
the midnight cry is sounded within my borders. 



. Third Month, 1805. 

I. Our select meeting this evening; we had the 
company of dear Sarah'Hack, who handed forth a 
little encouragement to my feeble mind. J 
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2. Our tnonthly meeting. I did not attend 
the meeting for worshipy not feeling sufficient 
strength to attend both. I was enabled to get 
through the business better than I expected, {the 
clerk being absent] At this meeting my beloved 
Sibylh Tumour was received into membership. 

4* Was renewedly desirous of being enabled 
to fight the good fight, and keep the faith i that so 
in the end I may obtain the crown ; but remember, 
O my souI| that if thou wouldest reign with Christ, 
thou must also be willing to suffer with him. 
Thou must drink of the cup that he drank of for 
thy sake, and be baptized with the baptism that 
he was baptized with. Canst thou say, with the 
disciples, that thou art able ? Alas I poor and 
frail am I, sensible that I cannot take one step 
aright without Us divine aid. 

5. Have lamented my proncness to centre in 
visible things, and my want of fervency of spirit 
Oodward. 

6. Was enabled this morning to draw near to 
the Fountain and Source of all good, whereby my 
spiritual strength was measurably renewed. 

n. "I remember thee, [the kindness of thy 
" youth] and the love of thine espousals," &c. was 
brought with some degree. of freshness into my 
mind this morning ; and I also remembered the 
day of precious visitation \ when the Lord in 
^rsoious condescension allured nvy desires after 
him, when he took 'me as to his banquetliii|^ 
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house. . His fruit was indeed sweet to my taste, 
and his banner over me was love ; and though I 
trust he is still to my heart the "chiefcst amongst 
** ten thousand," yet how often have my hands 
been wealcened by turning aside to follow lying 
vanities \ or else I believe I should by this time 
have witnessed a more cdmplete victory ove^ my 
souls enemies. 

Sixth-day. Methought my vessel was a little 
replenished with heavenly oil in our silent meet- 
ing. A favour I esteemed myself unvirorthy of. 



FINIS. 
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